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Paa^ 86, thirteenth line, /or was, read were. 

— 53, ninth line, for was, read were. 

— 101, last line, /or or, read nor. 

— 119, last line, for knew, read knows ; and for did, read 
, — 188, fifth line from bottom, for is, read waa. 
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My Lords, akd Gentlembn; 

In dedicating my little book to you, I seek not 
so much to cast a lustre on my work, (though 
fully aware of its having that effect) as that I 
earnestly desire to place under your protection 
this himible effort, for the benefit of the children 
of the working classes : by that means, attract- 
ing an attention I could not hope to obtain in 
its unprotected insignificance, but which the 

sanction of your name will be certain of 
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shedding over it, in the eyes of parents and 
guardians. 

Countersigned as it were, by your approba- 
tion, I am convinced of its receiving all the at- 
tention it merits ; and I shall then have fulfilled 
my utmost ambition as an humble labourer in 
the vineyard, of which you, gentlemen, are 
the worthy Stewards. 

I most respectfully beg to subscribe myself. 
My LordS) and Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

THE AUTHOR. 
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RECLAIMED FAMILY. 



CHAPTER I. 



" Large bounties to bestow we wish in vain, 
But all may shun the guilt of giving pain." 



THE FRUITS OF DRUNKENNESS. 

David Smith, a bricklayer, resided with his wife 
and family in one of the most populous parishes in 
London. He was'an expert workman, consequently 
never without employment ; and he gained by his 
calling about five or six shillings a-day, a sum which 
would have made him and his family comfortable, 
had it been properly laid out. But, unfortunately, 
the bricklayer no sooner received his weekly wages 
on a Saturday night, than he and his wife (who in 
all things was his helpmate) sought the public 
house, and seldom left it till a great part of his 
week's earnings was gone. Their Sundays, and even 
Mondays were generally spent in the same place, so 
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that when Tuesday morning came round, David 
Smith, with a head-ache, and not unfrequently a 
hungry stomach, recommenced the labours of the 
week, and again at its close, spent the produce of 
his labour as unprofitably and improvidently as 
before. His children in the mean time were neg- 
lected ; they were neither fed, nor clothed, nor 
instructed. They had no ideas beyond those of 
their animal wants. When they felt cold, they 
would creep under an old blanket which covered a 
heap of straw, and which served them for a bed ; 
when hungry, they would cry for food, which their 
wretched mother often had not to give them. 

Mrs. Smith had been brought up by her mother, 
in the same way that she herself was bringing up her 
children : therefore, being ignorant herself, she had 
no idea of instructing them. Thus, ignorance, like 
the fire of the ancient Persians, was ' perpetuated 
and kept up, from generation to generation. As 
knowledge is said to be power, so is ignorance 
weakness. 

This unhappy and unfortunate bricklayer had 
four children, the eldest of whom was a girl. She 
had counted eight summers, and did not know the 
difFerence between A and B. Being an intelligent 
Iboking child, with a mild and thoughtful turn of 
countenance, a lady, residing in the neighbourhood, 
took a fancy to her, and sent her to school, where 
she was taught to read and write, mend h6r clothes, 
and understand something of figures. 
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This little girl, whose name was Agnes, was about 
ten years old, when she first began to perceive the 
faults of her father and mother, and often with a sad 
heart deplored the evil of their ways. Nothing 
causes people sooner to reflect, than a sad heart 
and a hungry stomach. These strong helps to sober 
reflection, poor Agnes possessed in no ordinary de- 
gree. One day, on her return from school, she 
found her mother on a straw pallet dead-drunk, her 
youngest sister had scalded herself, and the other had 
a large lump on her head, her mother having fallen 
on her and thrown her down, as she made her way to 
her straw pallet. When the bricklayer came home 
at night, tired and hungry, he found nothing to eat, 
and his ears were deafened with the noise made by 
his wifeand the two youngest children, the onemoan- 
ing, the other two crying with pain. Thus, David 
Smith, the bricklayer, finding no comfort in his own 
house, quitted it, and sought that comfort in an 
ale-house which was denied him at home. When 
he returned, it was near midnight, and what he 
drank abroad, sent him home in nearly as bad a 
state as that in which his wife was. Things went 
on much in the same manner for nearly three years ; 
when Agnes determined to do her utmost to wean 
her parents from frequenting the ruinous public- 
house. Whether she succeeded, or not, will be se^n 
in the next chapter. 



b2 



THE RECLAIMED FAMILY. 



CHAPTER II. 

** He knows that be has ffone astray, 
And sees the daDgers of his way ; 
And to the right would tarn again, 
If he a pardon could obtain." 



SATURDAY NIGHT AT HOME. 

One cold and stormy night, in the month of Decem- 
ber, when the bricklayer returned home with his 
week's hard earnings in his pocket, Agnes had a 
fine clear fire blazing in the grate, a room cleanly 
swept, a white-washed hearth, and a table laid out 
with cups and saucers, toasted muffins, and the tea 
was ready to be poured out. 

" Why, Agnes!" cried her father, regarding the 
neatness and look of comfort of every thing around 
him, '' I think I would just as lief stay at home to- 
night as go ,out, only that I promised to meet John 
Morgan, to share a pot with him at the public- 
house/' 

" Dearest father," cried Agnes, coaxingly, " we 
might send to tell him that you cannot go, or 
suppose we were to ask him to come and take tea 
with us." 

" Wife, what say you to asking John Morgan 
here, instead of meeting him at the public-house V* 
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^* You know, Davy," replied the wife, " that John 
Morgan woald not thank you for a cup of tea. 
And I am sure you must know, by your own feel- 
ings, that after working hard all the week, a man 
wants something stronger than tea to support him 
and give him strength." 

'* Well, wife, as you like ; get ready, and we'll 
e'en go and meet John." 

'' Ob, father ! dear, dear father !" cried Agnes, 
throwing her arms around his neck, and bursting 
into tears, ** Do stay at home with me to-night, 
pray do." 

" What, in tears, Agny ! and all about your old 
father. And after making me so comfortable, too ! 
ril be shot if I leave you to-night, my child ; so 
come and kiss me, my own dear girl." 

This was a happy night for Agnes. She had 
gained a victory, which she hoped would lead to very 
salutary effects. 

Agnes, though only between thirteen and four- 
teen years of age, was usually the first up, and the 
last in going to bed. Her mother, owing to drink- 
ing too much three days in the week, and starving 
the other four, had fallen into a bad state of health ; 
so that Agnes, having every thing to do in the 
house, was obliged to thinks and thinking improved 
her judgment ; so that it might have been said of 
her, that she had an old head upon young shoulders. 
After every one was in bed, Agnes fell on her knees, 
and returned thanks to her Heavenly Father, in 
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that she had succeeded m pre^eBting her earthly 
parents from actmg naprodeBtlj, for that night at 
least* 

Perseverance in a good cause is almost always 
crowned with success, and could any cause he more 
interesting or more holy than that of a tender and 
youthful girl lahouring for the good of her parents, 
and seeking by every means in her power to torn 
them from the evil of their ways to a state of so- 
briety, frugality and order ? When Agnes set aboat 
the conversion of her parents, she did not trust in 
her own strength. The following lines occurred to 
her memory, and gave her consolation and encou- 
ragement to proceed in the work of their conversion. 

" Did ever mourner plead with Thee, 
And Thoa refuse that mourner's plea t 
Does not the word still fix'd remain. 
That none shall seek Thy face in Tain V 

When Sunday morning came, Agnes arose, made 
up a clear fire, swept the room, made every thing 
neat in it, called her brother, helped her younger 
sisters to dress themselves, and prepared breakfast. 
She then called her father and mother, who both 
arose without a head-ache ; the only Sunday for 
many years they had been free from one. 

The look of comfort within, and the bleak and 
dismal appearance of the weather without, (for the 
snow was falling in large flakes,) gave David Smith 
no inclination to go abroad that day. Thus, the very 
elements conspired to favour Agnes' undertaking. 
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• 

The Scriptures assure u^, that evqry tbii^^ worketh 
together for good to them thpit love Gpd. Little 
Agnes loved God, which is the first apd great com- 
mandment. Axid< she loi^ed. her neigbhopr also^ 
which is like unto the first. And, therefore, Qod 
favoured, the work ^e had uod^rtal^en to aqcom- 
plish. 

Aft.er breakfast w.a8 over, Agnes, b^ the day 
\vas so very wet and stormy, that they could not 
go to church, took her Bibl^ and read the. fif- 
teenth chapter of First Corinthians, to her father 
and mother. 

David Smith was as ignorapt as his wife ; he could 
not read anymore than she could; and perhaps 
never before had heard the Scriptures read. He 
listened, attentively to what his daughter read, and 
when she came to the fifty-fifth verse, where it is 
wcitten, ''The sting of death is sin," David Smith 
made his daughter read th^ verse over again, and 
when she had done so, he made the following re- 
mark — 

'''I'hen, if there were no. sin, death wopfd have no 
stit9% at all." 

'' But don't you know, father, that if there were 
no sin, there would be no death. It was sin which 
first brought death into the world.'' 

" Say you so, Agny ? But how do you know 
that?" 

** The Bible tells me so, father," said Agnes. 

" Well, read on my girl," said her father. 
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Agnes proceeded — ''And the strength of sin is 
the law. But thanks be to God that gireth us the 
yictory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 

''Then we are to overcome sin? I am glad of 
that/' said David Smith. 

" Yes, father, through our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
is Christ who will teach us to conquer sin, if we 
ourselves wish to overcome it. And, father, the 
clergyman who catechises my brother and sisters, 
at the Sunday School, says, 'that we must do good 
by the movement of our will.' " 

" Say that again Agnes, for I do not understand 
the meaning of that saying." 

"It means, faAer," said Agnes, "that Christ 
will do nothing for us, unless we ourselves wish it." 

" Well, Agnes, that is fair enough ; for a thing 
that is not worth asking for, is not worth having." 

" But Christ's favours, father, are worth asking 
for : and how good it is in htm to give us what we 
ask for." 

" Truly, Agny, you say what is true." 

In reading and conversing by turns, the Sunday 
was spent at David Smith's, and when night came, 
Agnes read the evening service, and they all went 
to bed. 
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CHAPTER III. 

"Hear me, O God, in mercy hear, 
While I my guilt deplore; 
Pity my anguish, calm my fear. 
And let me sin no more. 



MONDAY WELL EMPLOYED. 

Monday saw David Smith at his work, (a circum- 
stance very uncommon with him.) Monday had 
hitherto been an idle day. His Saturday night's 
and Sunday's excesses had made him so ill, that 
he required Monday to recover from their effects ; 
and consequently, be lost a day every week — a 
very great loss to a poor man. 

As David Smith's earnings that week, had not 
been spent at the alehouse, the consequences were, 
that he fared the better for it during the week. He 
had a more plentiful dinner, his children were better 
fed, and looked happier; and. even his wife began 
to think, that it was possible to spend a Saturday 
night and Sunday, without visiting an ale-house 
or a gin-shop. 

Agnes regulated every thing so well during the 
week, that when Saturday night again came round, 
it was spent at home, as the former one had been. 
The bricklayer had felt himself so comfortable dur- 
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ing the week, that he had no wish to change ; so 
throwing his six days' earnings into his daughter's 
lap, he said — 

** Here, Agnes, you made so good a use of the 
last money I g^ve you, that you shall continue 
always to be our little housekeeper." 

'' Dearest father," said Agnes, embracing him, 
''we shall now be so comfortable; for you have this 
week made so much more than you did last, that I 
shall be able, I think, to save something for clothes 
and furniture. See, dear father, here is the ac- 
count of last week's money," handing him a paper 
with every article she had bought, regularly written 
down. 

'' What is the use, Agnes, of giving yourself the 
trouble of writing down what you buy, you gain 
nothing by it» and I cannot read it, nor your mother 
neither." 

*' Indeed, father, I do gain by it ; for it enables me 
to know exactly what I can afford to buy. With- 
out my accounts daily written down, 1 should be 
like a ship in the ocean, without a helm to steer her 
with. I should run the risk of either starving you 
all, or becoming too extravagant, and getting into 
debt. But now, I know exactly how much of every 
thing I can afford to buy." 

^* I believe, Agnes, you will in time be able to 
make something of your old father." 

The second Sunday after David Smith's conver- 
sion, being a fine day, Agnes prevailed upon her 
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father to accompany her and her brother and skteni 
to church. Accordingly, after breakfast, they all 
repaired to the free ftitting8> and there joined in 
thanksgiving to their Heavenly Father. David Smith 
declared, on his return home, that he felt happier 
than he ever did before. The evening was spent 
as every Sunday evening ought to be, and Monday 
morning again saw David Smith at hi« work, and 
Agnes, as usual, busied in household afBiirs. 

After making a good fire, and clearing and putting 
everything in its proper place, which, by the by, gave 
her very little trouble, as Agnes was orderly, and did 
every thing in its proper time, and put every thing 
in its proper place, she, by so doing, got through a 
great deal of work with very little trouble ; she called 
her brothers and sisters-^ 

*' Get up, my dear little girls," cried she, '' it is 
long past eight o'clock, our dear father will soon 
return to breakfast, and we must have every thing 
comfortable for him. Mother is very ill to-day, and 
is not able to leave her bed ; our dear father worics 
hard for us, and we must show our gratitude and 
love, by making him as comfortable as we can." 

*' Dear sister," replied little Jane, ^* do let me 
sleep a little longer. You know the haberdasher's 
daughter next door is older than I am, and she 
does not get up until nine o'clock." 

"The haberdasher, my dear Jane, is rich, and 
can, therefore, afford to keep his daughter without 
causing her to work for a livelihood. But we, who 
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are a poor bricklayer's daughters, and having noth- 
ing but what we work for, cannot afford to lie long 
in bed of a- morning: so, get up, my own little 
sister, wash and dress yourself, and after you have 
said your prayers, help your sister Hannah to dress, 
and in the mean time, I will prepare breakfast, and 
get a cup of tea ready for our poor sick mother/' 

Little Jane immediately obeyed. Agnes was al- 
ways so gentle and kind to her sisters, that they 
took a pleasure in doing every thing she bid them. 
Mild and judicious treatment make good and obe- 
dient children ; while harsh and tyrannical usage 
has quite a contrary effect. It is very rarely, that 
children that are treated harshly grow up good 
men and women. 

Time rolled on, and each week, as it passed, saw 
David Smith happier and richer. And he began 
to be respected, and looked up to, by the people in 
his neighbourhood. Thus, prudence and sobriety 
elevate a man far more than brilliant talents. And 
then the latter is not in every man's power; but 
every man, if he chooses, has it in his power to be 
respected; for every man can be sober, orderly, 
and prudent. 

Agnes, who continued to keep a daily list of her 
expenses, found that the richer she became, the less 
she spent. This was because she bought things at 
the first cost ; but when she was poor, and could 
only afford to buy a very little at a time, every 
article she purchased was then dearer. 



THE RECLAIMED FAMILY. 13 

It was not long ere the thrifty Agnes had enough 
saved to buy an arm-chair, with a high back, for 
her father ; and one evening when he returned from 
his daily toil, he saw that the walls of the room 
had been newly white-washed, the straw pallet was 
raised and put upon a frame, and his sickly wife 
laid upon it. while the high-backed arm-chair was 
placed at the side of the fire for himself, and the 
table, covered with a clean white linen cloth, and 
spread with their evening repast, awaited his coming 
for all to partake of its contents. 

"Why, Agnes!" cried the bricklayer, "do you 
intend to make a prince of your old father ? Come, 
kiss me, you hussy, and if ever I enter a public- 
house again, may I be ." 

*' Oh, father !" cried Agnes. 

" Well, well, Agnes, may I be a worse man than 
I am. There is no harm in that Agnes.'' 

The other three children were determined to come 
in for their share of their father's caresses; they 
hung on his neck, each emulous to attract his notice, 
and this humble, but happy family, exhibited a scene 
which the rich, in the midst of their most sumptuous 
jubilees, might have envied. 

It is a most mistaken notion to. suppose that the 
rich only are happy ; the poor have their pleasures 
as well as the rich, and as they are less dainty, they 
enjoy their humble entertainments with a keener 
relish. 

It was Agnes' daily practice, as soon as breakfast 
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was over, and every thing put back in its proper 
place agpain, to collect the few little books they had, 
then sit down round the table with her brother and 
sisters, and teach them to read and write. ''Come 
Willy/' said Agnes to hei^ brother, '' Til begin with 
you, because you are the eldest, and besides, you have 
less time to spare than your sisters ; for in a very 
few years you will be going out to work with your 
father, therefore you must be diligent and learn 
every thing that may be useful for you to know, be- 
fore you become a tradesman; for after you ace 
engaged in labour, you may not have time to attend 
to any thing else. So come, my dear little brother, 
and read the story of Jem and Joe Martin." 

THE STORY OF THE TWO MARTINS. 

Jem and Joe Martin were the sons of William 
Martin, a respectable and honest shoemaker, who 
gave his sons a good education, that is, he taught 
them to read and write, and understand something 
of figures, which as far as letters go, is quite enough 
for any tradesman's sons to know. But the honest 
shoemaker taught his sons what was far better. He 
taught them to know where their chief duty lay. 
He taught them to keep the Commandments. And 
a parent who neglects this latter duty, is unworthy 
the name of one. 

Jem and Joe chose to be masons, they were 
both clever lads, though of very different disposi- 
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tions. Jem was thoughtful and considerate ; what- 
ever he was concerned in, he made it his busi- 
ness to understand thoroughly. If he had but a 
ladder to climb, he was sure to examine it, and see 
that it was properly fixed, and all the steps firm be- 
fore he ascended ; and by this cautious conduct, he 
never met with an accident, lived to a good old age, 
and made a vast deal of money by his trade* We 
need not tell our readers that he never frequented 
the ale-house, nor the gin-shop, for it is only 
thoughtless, giddy men that go to such places, and 
we have said that Jem Martin was both considerate 
and thoughtful. 

Joe was of a different character, for he never 
thought at all. When he mounted a ladder, he 
never, like his brother, looked to see that it was 
rightly fixed, but ran up as fast as if he had been 
running up drawing-room stairs. The people in 
the street used to stare at him with astonishment 
and terror, and the more he was observed, the 
faster this unthinking lad ran up the ladder. One 
day, when the crowd of people in breathless terror 
and astonishment were looking at his fool-hardi- 
ness, one of the steps of the ladder gave way, and 
precipitated the unthinking Joe from the top to the 
bottom of the frail ladder. He was taken up in a 
state of insensihilty, and survived only 'a few days 
after the accident. Joe was well disposed, his only 
fault was, thoughtlessness : and for want of thought, 
he shortened his life. 
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'' One of these days, Willy, you also will be 
obliged to climb ladders like Jem and Joe Martin, 
and when you do, I hope you will think of their fate, 
and seek to imitate the one, and avoid the fault of 
the other. 

« Come, Jane, it is now your turn to read ; bring 
your little book, and you shall read the story about 
the baker." 



CHAPTER IV. 



My son, guard eveiy step with caution. 
For frail as glass is reputation." 



THE STORY OF THE BAKER. 

Thomas Whateley lost his father and mother when 
he was a very little boy, and was brought up by his 
grandfather, a well informed prudent man, who 
taught his grandson every thing that he knew him- 
self ; and he loved the little orphan the same as if 
he had been his own son. Dttle Thomas, feeling 
himself beloved by his grandfather and grandmother, 
loved them dearly in return ; and he learned from 
them to love all his little companions, and all the 
world besides. Little Thomas had a heart that 
wished well to all mankind. 
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His old grandfather had a great many old sayioga, 
sach as, — *' Honesty is the best policy." '^ Truth 
will carry a man farthest." " Two rogues will not 
make one honest man." ** The straight forward 
way is always the shortest/' &c. little Thomaa, 
though he was too young, at the time he heard his 
grandfather use these expressions, to understand their 
meaning ; yet, haTing all his grandfather's sayings 
by heart, when he grew up to be a man, he re- 
membered them all, and acted upon diem. 

Thomas Whateley acted from two motives ; first, 
that as he loved his grandfather, he loved also to 
attend to all hts sayings. Secondly, he had disco** 
vered from the little he knew of the world, that 
those sayings were all most strictly true, and there- 
fore he determined that his conduct should be guided 
by them. Accordingly, when he was sent to learn 
the trade of baking, he was so honest, diligent, and 
attentive, that at the expiration of his apprentice* 
ship, the baker, his master, thought he could not do 
better than take his apprentice ioto partnership. And 
he acted wisely in so doing ; for no sooner was 
Thomas Whateley installed in his office as partner in 
the firm, than he set about looking out for the very 
best and newest flour; and the best yeast, well 
bleached before it was used, he took care to be sup* 
plied with* By bleaching the yeast, the bread at 
Thomas Whatdey's was never bitter, as baker's 
bread very often is. And as to the weight of 
Whateley *8 loaves, they were all as justly weighed 

c 
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in the balance^ as if he had been employed before 
a judge in weighing his own merits. 

'' Our actions shall all be weighed in the balance/' 
was another saying of the old grandfather ; and 
Whateley never weighed his dough, without thinking' 
of it, and at the same time saying to himself, 
** My weight shall not be found wanting." By these 
means, the baker and his bread became so celebrated, 
that people sent for it from all parts of the town and 
country : so that in the course of a very few years, 
he became one of the richest, and most influential 
men in his vicinity. The baker was wise enough to 
reflect that he would not live for ever in this world, 
that it was both his duty and his interest to prepare 
for another, that his best way to do so was to act 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with his 
God. 

Reflection taught the baker his several duties; 
habit, and an earnest desire to please his Great 
Master, enabled him to persevere in the path of 
rectitude which he had chalked out for himself. 
Very few people would err, were they gifted with a 
reflecting mind ; want of thought is the rock upon 
which so many young people are shipwrecked. 
Were children taught to think, and to reflect, there 
would be far less misery in the world than there 
now is, but unfortunately these are things which the 
generality of teachers never think of; they are not 
unfrequently as devoid of thought as the children 
they instruct. 
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Nothing can be done well without thinking. It 
is man*s prerogative, and it is a pity that so precious 
a gift should be so little cultivated. 

'* But come, my little sisters, it is now your turn 
to read; so take your book and read about the 
washerwoman/' 



CHAPTER V, 

" I saw her fall, he cried, and more had spoke, 
Could more the mother have heard : she dropped." 



STORT OF MOLLT PARKER. 

Molly Parker was the daughter of a poor washer- 
woman; and as poverty is not favourable to the 
tenderer feelings, poor Molly did not meet with 
that kind treatment which was calculated to make 
a good impression upon her mind. Whenever any 
thing went wrong with the washerwoman, she 
vented her ill humour upon * her innocent little 
daughter; so that poor Molly was often beat 
without committing a fault, and as often escaped 
punishment when she did commit one. The con- 
sequence was, that the poor child did not know 
right from wrong. No child should be punished 
except when he does wrong, and not even then, if 

c2 
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the child become sensible of his fanlt, and is sorry 
for it. The mtentton of punishment, is, to make 
people better, not to harden them in crime, as it 
always must do when injudiciously exercised. 

One very cold winter's day, when the little boys 
in the street had made slides in every direction, 
Molly went and slid with the boys, and when her 
mother called her, she refused to obey her, saying, 
'' I am very cold, and I will not leave the slide 
until I have warmed myself by sliding a little longer ; 
for you will not beat me more for staying half an 
hour longer, than you would, were I to return 
home now." 

Upon this, the washerwoman got into a rage of 
passion with her little daughter, and ran after her, 
while, the child to escape from her mother got 
behind a cart which was standing in the street, at 
the very moment that a carriage in full speed drove 
by, and the poor little Molly was crushed to death 
between the cart and the carriage. 

** What a nasty cross washerwoman she must 
have been," said Hannah Smith, after she had read 
her lessons; ''I dare say she was very sorry for 
being angry, after she saw that it killed her diild." 

*' The washerwoman had every reason to be un- 
happy," replied Agnes ; ''for if she had brought up 
her child properly, she would not have disobeyed 
her." 

*' But you know, sister, that the washerwoman 
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was very poor, and perhaps she could uot afford to 
instruct her." 

''She could hare treated her kindly," said Agnes, 
'' Where the washerwoman erred, was in punishing 
her child when she had committed no fault; and 
I do think, a mother that pursues such a system, 
should be put into a mad^house. It is a pity, 
there is no public institution for the reception and 
punishment of worthless mothers. But go now, 
my little sisters, and take your copy books and 
write." 

" Willy," said Agnes, addressing her brother, 
" you will never write well unless you hold your 
pen rightly. You must hold it between your thumb 
and fore and middle fingers; and you must not 
grasp it hard, but hold it lightly in your hand. 
Only be careful how you hold your pen, and you 
may then learn to write, almost without the aid of 
a master." 

<* Will you tell me, dear sister," asked Jane, " if 
I hold my pen as I ought ?" 

** You certainly hold it better than your brother, 
though there is still room for improvement; but 
considering how short a time it is since you began 
to write, you really do wonders." 

" Dear Agnes," cried Jane, ** you love to make 
all the world pleased with themselves. I am sure, 
were I taught by any one but you, I should never 
learn to write ; for I can do nothing when I am 
discouraged." 
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" That is because you are {oo diffident of your 
own powers ; but you must seek to overcome that 
feeling, for you know that nothing can be acquired 
without application and perseverance/' 

After the little Smiths knew something of num- 
bers, and could read pretty well, Agnes instructed 
them in the different rules of arithmetic, in addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division. 

'^ Is arithmetic, and numbers, and units, all the 
same V asked Willy. 

'* Many units, make numbers,'' said Agnes. 

"What are unite?" 

*' Unite are 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 0." 

" And what are fractions ?" 

" The half, or any part of an unit. You hold a 
fraction in your hand at this very moment; that 
farthing is a fraction, it is the fourth part of a 
penny. But come now, my little folks, we have 
given up a long time this day to instruction, we 
must now set about doing some work. Go you, 
Jane, and make up a good fire, for it is nearly time 
to begin to' prepare father's dinner. And Willy, 
you will go to the cellar and bring up a box of coals 
for your sister. And Hannah, my little love, you 
will wash the potatoes, while I prepare the bacon 
and greens." 

Like clock-work, all were in motion in an in- 
stant. A single word from Agnes was enough to 
her brother and sisters; it was their greatest pleasure 
to obey her. When the bricklayer returned to his 
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humble but neat dwelling, he found a plentiful and 
comfortable dinner smoking on the table, and was 
welcomed by the contented looks of his smiling and 
happy family* 



CHAPTER VI. 

" 0, to the various aids of art, 
Kindly, Thy healing power impart. 
Bethesda's bath refused to save, 
Until Thy angel blest the wave." 



AN EXCURSION TO THE COUNTRY. 

One day, when the little Smiths went to the coun- 
try to see their mother, who had been removed to a 
place for the reception of people labouring under 
her malady, namely, insanity, brought on by drink- 
ing ; they saw a farmer loading a cart with a sort of 
vegetable in form and colour something like beet- 
root) but about ten times larger, four or five such 
roots being quite enough for a man to carry* The 
Smiths having a curiosity to know the name of 
what they saw, asked the farmer. 

^^ This vegetable," said he, ^' is called mangel- 
wurzel, and is used for cattle. It is the finest food in 
the world for milch cows ; it improves the taste of 
the milk, and increases its quantity," 



24 THB ftaCLAOCBD VAMILT. 



«4 



Thftt is tayinf^ mncli in its fiiTonr," said Agnes. 

" Is it difficult to be a farmer V* asked WiUy. 

" No, my lad/' answered the man, ^ I could 
teach you the art of farming in a very slunt 
time." 

*' Is there much money to be made by it?" 

" Sometimes there is, and somedmes not; that 
d^iends much on the management of the farmer." 

After this day, Willy became grave and thought- 
ful, and his sister fearing he was ill, questioned 
him on the change she observed in his manner; 
when he owned to her that he disliked being a 
bricklayer, and that he was afraid his father would 
be angry with him when he should know it. 

*' Is that all ?" cried Agnes; ** then cheer up, my 
little brother, your father is too reasonable to be 
angry with you for that. He knows very well that 
it is the duty of ereiy parent to allow his sons to 
choose a profession for themselves." 

'<0h! do you Uiink so, Agnes r cried Willy, 
delighted. 

^ If you do not like to mount a ladder, or have 
not a head for it, do you suppose that our kind 
father would force you to do so? No, my dear little 
brother, be assured that our good fiither will not 
only be satisfied to allow you to choose for your* 
self, but will also aid you to accomplish the object 
yon may have in view." 

Hie evening of the day on which the above con* 
versation passed, as the fiunily were seated round 
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tfate table» on which was laid their erenbg repast, 
Agnes said, 

<< Do yon know, father, that Willy has no am- 
bition for elevated situations^ that is, he has no wish 
to monnt a ladder V 

^' Speak plain English, Agnes; remember that 
your old father is not educated like his daughter." 

** Well then, father, Willy has no wish to be a 
bricklayer." 

'^ If he has not, he shall not be one," said David 
Smith. " But tell me, my boy, what trade would 
you like to be?" 

*' A fanner, father," replied Willy. 

*' Then a farmer you shall be, my Willy," said 
David Smith, patting his son on the shoulder. 

'* Oh ! thank you, dearest father !" cried Willy, 
throwing his arms around his father's neck, '* you 
have made me so happy !" 

" Why, my dear boy, you need not thank me for 
that; old England is the land of liberty, and cursed 
be that father who would thwart a child in a laud- 
able cause. You are to be the farmer, not me, you 
are the best judge, therefore, what will make you 
most happy. And let me tell you, that I think you 
have made a most promising choice. The life of a 
farmer is more free ()rom temptations than any other, 
and it certainly is more in favour of health than any 
trade known." 

This was a happy night to Willy ; his father had 
approved of his choice, and he felt happier than he 
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had done for several days. After playing^ at back- 
gammon with his father until nine o'clock, (for 
Agnes had taken care to provide amusement for her 
father as well as comforts), Agnes took the Bible and 
read a chapter in the New Testament, a practice 
which she never neglected to close the day with. 
After which, she heard her brother and sisters say 
their prayers, saw them in bed, and then went to 
her own. 



CHAPTER VII. 

" Who wisdom's sacred prize would win, 
Must with the fear of God begin : 
Immortal praise and heav'nly skill 
Have they, who know and do His will." 



FRESH INDUCEMENT TO STUDY. 

The following morning, Willy Smith began his 
studies with fresh and increased alacrity. " Come, 
dearest Agnes," cried he, '' give me a long lesson 
to-day, for I must now study hard. The longer I 
study, and the more I know, the sooner I shall go to 
learn to be a farmer ; and then, Agnes, when I am 
gone, you will have one less to teach, and father 
one less to feed, so there will be two advantages 
gained/' 
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*' Dearest Willy," said Agnes, " but these advan- 
tages, as you call them, will not compensate for the 
loss of your company ; father would most willingly 
feed, and I equally willingly teach you, for the 
pleasure of seeing your happy-looking, and good- 
humoured face before us: nay, Willy, we would 
rather be deafened with your noisy laughter, than 
forego the pleasure of having you with us." 

'* But, my own dear sister," replied Willy, << you 
know you will have me at home with you every 
week, from Saturday night until Monday morn- 
ing; and surely that will be ^ving you enough 
of my company. And who knows, Agnes," (and 
what followed was said in a whisper, and with a 
look as grave as if the speaker had numbered three- 
score years and ten) "but that our poor mother may 
be well enough to visit me, when once I have a 
farm-house of my own. If ever she should recover, 
the quiet of my farm-house would suit her better 
than the noise of a town.'' 

" You are a dear good boy, Willy, for thinking of 
our poor mother ; and I trust she will one of these 
davs be restored to us. And if so, I am sure she 
will never again visit the ale-house." 

'* I should imagine," said Willy, " that poor [ 
mother has already paid too dearly for her visits to 
that place, ever to be seen there again." 

A hope of being able, though at a distant period, 
of soothing the mind of their unhappy mother, im- 
parted a feeling of satisfaction to the worthy brother 
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and sister* It is really delightful to witness tbe 
conduct of affectionate children. The Lord lo^eth 
such children. The holy Scriptures say, ** Behold 
how good a thing it is for children to dwell to* 
gether in unity/' Neyer was there a more united, 
or a more affectionate family; and, their happiness 
would have been as perfect as earthly felicity can 
be, but for the melancholy state of their mother's 
health. But though sorrowing, they were not cast 
down, for they trusted that their prayers in her be- 
half would in God's own time be heard; they trusted 
in his mercy, and were comforted ; for they knew 
that afflictions are often sent for our good, and that 
the infliction of pain is often the cure of a dis- 
temper. 

'' Now that you have made choice of a profes- 
sion," said Agnes, addressing her brother, ^* I sup- 
pose your studies must all tend to give you some 
insight into its nature and uses. We find, Willy, 
by reading the holy Scriptures, that the cultivation 
of the soil was the first art practised by man, and as 
it is the most ancient calling, so is it the most use- 
ful of all others. It is the earth which gives us 
every thing. It is, therefore, the interest of man to 
study well her cultivation. You have then, my dear 
brother, much to study, which it is not in my power 
to teach you ; — for instance, to understand farming 
well, you ought to know something of chemistry, 
mineralogy, botany, and natural history." 

** The farmer we saw the other day, I am very 
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sure, does not understand any one of these things, 
and yet he gets on in the world yery well." 

'' But, if he were to know these things, he would 
get on better. An ignorant farmer may make a 
bare subsistence by a farm, that an experienced 
man could make a fortune by.'* 

** But, sister, I must try to make up ib industry 
what I want in experience : for you know that my 
father cannot afford to have me taught all those 



sciences." 



«* Industry, dear Willy, will do much, certainly, 
though not every thing. However, we can do more 
for you than mere industry ; for I will this very day 
buy books on Agriculture, which you can study by 
yourself: and I think, that with the aid of these 
books, your own industry, and the practical lessons 
of the farmer, it will be your own fault if you 
do not rise above mediocrity.'^ 

<< Dear sister, I am so much obliged to you ; and 
pray what books will you buy for me?" 

''You shall have ' Dickson on Agriculture,^ and 
the 'Farmer's Kalendar,' by Arthur Young; by 
studying these, you may gain a vast deal of infor- 
mation on the subject of farming." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

*' With gloiy clad, with might array'd, 
The Lord I that o'er all nature reigns, 
The world's foundation strongly laid. 
And the vaai fabric still sustains." 



A sister's ADVIC£. 



*^ My dear little sisters/' said Agnes, after Willy 
had read his first lessoa, '' your brother has taken 
up QiO large a portion of my time to-day, that 
I shall have very little to bestow upon you : but I 
am sure you will willingly part with every thing and 
any thing to your dear brother." 

^* Oh I certainly,'' said Jane and Hannah. 

*< When you shall be occupied with the duties of 
your calling, Willy, I trust you will never forget 
that you have other duties to perform besides those 
of farming." 

^' I am sure I. never shall forget those I owe to my 
sister Agnes." 

'^ I do not allude to myself, dear Willy, nor to 
any of your earthly connexions, but to that great 
and good Being who made this beautiful world, and 
placed us in it ; and who is so kind as to show us 
the difference between good and evil, and directs us 
how to find the one and avoid the other ; so that we 
are not left in darkness, but walk as in the noon- 
day." 
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<< Who made the world ?'' asked the youngest 

girl. 

'< God made it, my dear." 
• " How do you know that ?" asked Willy. 

** First, my Bible tells me so, and secondly, my 
own work-box tells me the same." 

<* Your work-box, sister ! Why, how can it tell you 
any thing about the world V 

*^ Bring my work-box here, and 1 will show you." 

Willy immediately rose, went and got his sister's 
work-box, and placing it on the table said, '* Now, 
sister, show us if you please all about the world." 

** Open it, my dear. Now look here ; does not the 
case fit into the box exactly ?" 

<< YeSy that it does, and because it was made to 
fit it." 

^^ Look here again," said Agnes, ''Do you see 
that round hole ?" 

'' To be sure I do, it was made to hold the 
thimble." 

'< And what are these grooves intended for ?" 

'' One is made to hold a pen-knife, another to hold 
scissars, and the third for a bodkin." 

** You are right. And what are the uses of all 
those little narrow divisions ?" 

^' They are for holding the thread bobbins." 

** And this long wooden case ?" 

** Every body," said Willy, " must know that it 
is for holding needles." 

'' Well then, can you tell me the use of the round 
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soft cinhkm in the middle of tlie box V* asked 

Agnes. 

'' Why, sister, every one vnist know diat it is 
intended to hold pins. It is nothing more nor less 
than a pin-cudiion, though it is stock up in so fine 
a box." 

'* Trae, Willy, yon are right* But does not 
every part of the box fit exactly into its appropriate 
place V 

** To be sure they do ; and that is, becaose they 
were all made to fit.*' 

^' Count how many di&rent compartments there 
are." 

" There are fifteen," replied Willy. 

** And do all these fifteen different pieces fit into 
their own proper places in the box V 

*' Why, sister, what is surprising in that, when they 
were all made to fit V* 

« You imagine, then, that all the fifteen different 
pieces were made to fit into the box V 

'' There can be no doubt of it," said Willy. 

** But, is it not possible for them to fit by chance?" 
asked Agnes. 

"Oh! certainly not; the thing is quite impos- 
sible! As well might we expect an elephant to 
dance a hornpipe on the back of a nut^shell, as for 
fifteen different pieces, of different forms and sizes, 
to fit into any box by chance." 

** I am exactly of your opinion, Willy," said 
Agnes, '* and that is the very reason why I know 
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that God made the world. If fifteen pieces of wood 
cannot be found to fit by chance, how impossible 
is it for this world to be made to fit by chance ! 

'^If the universe were a confused mixture; if 
night and day, Summer and Winter, seed-time and 
harvest were quite irregular, coming and going sud- 
denly, and visiting us by fits and starts, then indeed 
we might justly imagine the world made by chance; 
but the universe is such a connected system, that it 
proclaims at once its Maker to be Almighty. The 
endless variety, order, beauty, symmetry, and fit- 
ness of the works of the creation most abundantly 
prove this. No one can survey the various orders of 
animal life, in such a variety of difierent species, 
yet all preserved distinct, and each fitted to its own 
element, provided with its appropriate food, and 
with organs, and instinct, suited to its destined 
place on this varied scene, without admitting the 
world to have been made by an Almighty Being. 
See also the sun and moon, how regular and orderly 
they are, each keeps in its allotted path; and per- 
forms its allotted task ; and each little star also has 
Its appointed place in the heavens, and forces us to 
exclaim with the poet Addison : — 

** The spacious firmameot on high. 
With all the blue ethereal sky. 
And spangled heavens, a shining frame^ 
Their great Original proclaim. 

The unwearied sun, from day to day. 
Does his Creator's power display ; 

D 
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And publishes to evei^^ land* 
The work of an Almighty hand. 

Soon as the erening shades prevail. 
The mooD takes up the wondrous tale ; 
And nightly, to the listening earth. 
Repeats the story of her birth. 

While all the stars that round her born, 
And all the planets in their turn. 
Confirm the tidings as they roll. 
And spread the truth from pole to pole." 

*' Is there but one God V asked Jane. 

** There is only one God» who is almighty ; one 
Mediator, who is equal to God in power and good- 
ness : and one Holy Ghost, whose office it is to 
sanctify the faithful." 

** What is revealed religion ?*' asked Willy* 

'* Revealed religion, is the express declaration of 
Grod, by the mouth of his prophets, relative to cer- 
tain points of faith and duty." 

•« And what is Christianity ?" 

'* Christianity is a divine revelation also, and 
teaches that Jesus Christ is the only Saviour of the 
world. He proclaimed the divine will, established 
the certainhf of a future state, proposed everlasting 
happiness to mankind on condition of faith in his 
name, and obedience to his commands ; and made 
atonement by his death for the sins of the human 
race." 

** Was not the moral character of Christ per- 
fect ?•* 
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^' So pure and perfect was the whole tenour of 
his conduct, as to defy calumny, though it excited 
jealousy, and inflamed malice. Of all the virtues 
which adorned his character, and gave a resistless 
grace and loveliness to every action of his life, 
humility, patience, and the roost ardent and uni- 
versal love of mankind, were always predominant. 
Indeed, the perfect benevolence of his character is 
fully evinced by the tendency of his miracles, which 
w6re all directed to beneBcial purposes. We are 
fully convinced, that no human being could read 
attentively the history of the blessed Saviour, with* 
out being penetrated with love, admiration, and 
adoration for his holy name. 

''Take your books now," said Agnes, ''and each 
of you read one of the three following lessons." 



CHAPTER IX. 

*' Do not, if one but lightly thee offend. 
The punishment beyond the crime extend ; 
Or after warning the offence forget ; 
So God himself oar failings doth remit." 



STORY OF HUGH HOWARD. 

Hugh Howard, when a child about seven years of 
age, was sent by his mother to a grocer's shop to 
buy sugar, and on his return home, he fell, dirtied 

d2 
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his clotlres, and spilled the sugar ; for which acci- 
dent the poor child was unmercifully beat by his 
Ignorant mother. 

Some time after, the mother herself fell, and 
broke her leg. A surgeon was sent for to examine 
the broken limb, and while he was in the act of 
doing so, little Hugh entered with a stick, which be 
put into the surgeon's hand, saying, '^Beat mo- 
ther well, doctor, to prevent her falling again. She 
always beats me when I fall." The surgeon was so 
amused with the simplicity of the child's ideas of a 
remedy, that he determined to keep an eye upoa 
him, and if there was any talent in him, to culti- 
vate, and draw it out. The mother herself was so 
struck with the justness of the child's rebuke, that 
she determmed to act differently from what she had 
hitherto done, and never again to beat her children 
for an accident. 

During the surgeon's attendance on the mother, 
he had an opportunity of witnessing many traits of 
character in little Hugh, and he took care to read 
the mother a long lecture on the folly of her con- 
duct with regard to the way she brought up her 
children. *' No person," said he, ** should be pun- 
ished for what he cannot help. To fall, for in- 
stance, is an accident. No one would fall if he 
could help it, and therefore, no one should be pun- 
ished for what he cannot help." 

It is much to be lamented, that the working 
classes in England bring up their children very im- 
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properly. They treat them harshly, and punish 
them injudiciously^ and this treatment hardens the 
iiearts of the children, so that when they have chil- 
dren of their own, they in their turn exercise the 
same tyranny on their offspring, which had been 
exercised on themselves : and thus, the bad princi- 
ple is pei^tuated. All this proceeds from ignor- 
ance, and want of due consideration for the welfare 
of their children. 

We will venture to assert, that seldom, or never, 
did a lad that was harshly treated when young, 
grow up a good man ; and as seldom, one properly 
brought up, has been known to turn out ill. Two 
or three years after the event of the broken leg^ the 
surgeon asked Hugh, ^' whether his mother conti- 
nued to beat him for falling ?" 

" No, sir," replied Hugh, " the rod, I believe, 
was broken with mother's leg, for it has never been 
put into active service since." 

« Do you lament its inactivity?" 

'* No, sir, but rejoice at it, and hope, for the 
benefit of my younger brothers, that it will never 
again be seen in father's house." 

**" Tell me, my lad, do you intend to be a car- 
penter like your father ?" 

^' No, sir, my father's trade is too inactive to 
please me." 

'< Inactive, my lad! why I should say it was the 
very reverse of inactive, for your father is always on 
his legs, and continually moving about/' 
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** True, siTf but his limbs only are ia activity. 
His trade gives no employment to the head.'' 

** Then, my lad, you want a profession that might 
exercise your mental focnlties?" 

** I do not well comprehend the meaning of men- 
tal faculties, but the employment I should like to 
have, would be one, that might exercise my head 
as well as my heels." 

** Mental, my dear boy, alludes to the mind ; 
mental faculties, means the faculties of the mind." 

'< I see," said Hugh. 

^^Tell me, my lad, would you like to be a 
surgeon V 

** No, sir, I would prefer being a physician, be- 
cause, I would rather heal than cut." 

'' And how long, my lad, have you taken a fancy 
to the healing art ?" 

** Ever since the rod was broken." 

'< And if the rod had not been broken, what then 
would you have been ?" 

*' A surgeon, I believe, but not a humane one, 
like you, sir." 

'^ And why would you have been a sui^eon Y* 

*' That I might have had the pleasure of cutting 
and hacking people, as I had been." 

** That is not saying much for the goodness of 
your hejrt, my lad." 

'<* The feeling, my dear sir, was forced upon me 
against my will. Each time I was beat for a mere 
accident, I felt that I became more and more cruel.^ 
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*^ But you have now got rid of those feelings, 
have you not ?" 

'< YeSy sir, that I have. I now love mother 
dearly y and I love also all the world besides ; and 
would like to do good to every body." 

** Encourage these feelings, my lad, and I will 
speak to my friend Doctor Alexander about you." 

Suffice it to say, Hugh Howard was sent to study 
physic, in which profession he made rapid progress, 
and became after a few years' practice^ one of the 
most celebrated men of his day, and was equally 
distinguished for his kindliness of feeling, as for bid 
skill in medicine. 



CHAPTER X. 



** Virtue doth roan to virtuous actions steer, 
Tis not enough that he should vice forbear ; 
We live not only for ourselves to care. 
Whilst they that want it are deny'd their share. 



*ff 



THB FATE OF DISOBEDIENT CHILDREN. 

Joseph and Mary Perkins were respectable people, 
who by honest industry had saved enough to leave 
off business. On taking leave of their shop, they 
took a villa at Islington, and for some time were 
very happy, and might have continued so, had 
they known how to bring up their children ; but 
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having given them their way too long, they fouBd, 
when it was too late, that to ensure obedience, 
children must be taught it in early infancy. Their 
fine garden supplied them with fruit and vegetables, 
and served Joseph at the same time for both em- 
ployment and amusement. While the industrious 
Joseph was employed outside his little villa, his 
wife managed matters within ; and, had her head 
been as strong as her heart was tender, she might 
have lived happily to a good old age : but her mis« 
taken fondness for her children was such, that she 
humoured them in every whim and caprice of their 
wayward hearts. 

We have already said that we are friends to mild 
and affectionate treatment of children ; at the same 
time, we think that every tendency to self-will 
ought to be checked the moment it first shows 
itself; and the parent who neglects this sacred 
duty, is more a foe than a friend to his children's 
happiness* As the responsibility is great, so shall 
be the reward of those parents who do their duty ; 
but terrible will it be for those, who do not dis- 
charge their trust faithfully; and equally terrible 
will it be for those children who disobey their pa- 
rents' just commands. Long life is promised as the 
reward of obedience, for the fifth commandment is, 
*< Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long in the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee.'' The little Perkins all broke this com- 
mandment, and they all died young. Every child 
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who loves life, and who would wish to live long, 
let him obey his father and mother. In every part 
of scripture, obedience to parents is strictly en- 
joined. In the sixth chapter of the Proverbs, it is 
written, ** My son, keep thy father's command-^ 
ments, and forsake not the law of thy mother : 
bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie 
them about thy neck." And Saint Paul says in 
his third chapter to the Colossians, " Children 
obey your parents in all things : for this is well 
pleasing unto God/* And King Solomon says that 
he *' Retained his father's words, and kept his com- 
mandments, and lived.*' 

'( Besides obedience to parents, what else, sister, 
does the gospel teach ?" asked Willy. 

"The doctrine of the gospel, my dear Willy," 
answered Agnes, " teaches faith in Christ as the 
Messiah, who atoned by his free-will offering of 
himself for the guilt of all mankind, and promul^ 
gated those rules of conduct which enjoin the sacri- 
fice of self-interest, when it stands in opposition to 
the gospel, all vain-glory, to check every violent 
passion, to forgive injuries, to love our enemies, to 
resist the first impulse of evil thoughts, or desires, 
to cultivate the mild and pure affections of the 
heart, to practise humility and universal benevo- 
lence, and to seek to please God rather than our- 
selves." 

" I am sure," cried Willy, *' he would be a great 
fool who would please himself rather than God ; for 
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if we please Him, he can do every thing for us, but 
we can do nothing for ourselves/' 

'^ True, my dear Willy, and I hope when you are 
a farmer, and ploughing your fields in quest of 
earthly things, that you will not forget to seek fir$t 
heavenly things." 

'' I am very g^teful, sister, for the good things 
I am already in possession of, — for a good father, 
three kind sisters, for good health, clothes to keep 
me warm, and food to eat when I am hungry." 

*^ I trust, my dear brother, that you will ever be 
thus grateful. And here is a book of hymns which 
are sung in church ; let me advise you to make use 
of it, and not act like the generality of men, who 
during that particular part of the service, act as if 
they had no part, or interest, in it." 

'' I have no voice, sister, I cannot sing.*' 

'^ But you can keep your eye upon the book, 
and sing with your heart, which is far more melo* 
dious to God than the voice of the finest singer." 

*' There is scarcely'^a man in the church, who 
looks at a book during the singing of the Psalms." 

" I am sorry to say, dear Willy, that your obser- 
vation is but too just, and I am frequently distressed 
to witness their indifference. We are desired to 
offer praise to God as well as prayer. But go now, 
dear brother, and write a copy, while I hear your 
sisters read their lessons. But before you go, I 
have one thing more to say to you. When you 
leave us, and go to reside among strangers, let me 
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advise you to cultivate an intimacy with your Hea- 
venly Father. Offer to him your mite of praise and 
thanksgiving every morning and evening ; let not a 
single day pass without asking earnestly for his pro- 
tection ; and remember that you honour the Son, 
even as you honour the Father ; for he that honour- 
eth not the Son, honoureth not the Father which 
sent him." 



CHAPTER XI. 

" He that the way to honesty would learn, 
First what's to be avoided must discern.'' 



THE STORY 07 HOB ACE COLTHURST. 

" I WILL now," said Willy, " read about the wise 
and good landlord, for I love to read about good 
people." 

Horace Colthurst, though a butcher by trade, 
was a gentleman by nature. The trade had been 
chosen for him by his father, and though Horace 
most heartily disliked it, he was too gentle and com- 
plying to offer any yery strong opposition to his 
father's wishes. Horace therefore followed -in his 
footsteps, (he was also a butcher,) and in that line 
made a very considerable fortune : and the way he 
did so was as follows. The cattle he slaughtered 
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were never over-driven, nor wantonly treated. The 
merciful man shows compassion even to his beast. 
Even so did Horace Colthurst. The most easy and 
quickest mode of death was resorted to by the 
humane butcher, and from this humanity in the 
butcher, arose a circumstance which was the main 
cause of his after good fortune. The cattle being 
in a cool quiet state when slaughtered, and the 
operation of slaughtering being quickly over, the 
meat in consequence was not only of a finer flavour, 
but it kept longer than the meat of any other 
butcher, and therefore was more tender. 

The consequence was, that Horace Colthurst be- 
came renowned for good meat; he became the 
fashionable butcher, and his stall was resorted to 
by all classes of the community, so that in a few 
years he was enabled to leave off business, and be- 
came the proprietor of a handsome country seat. 
The same system of humanity he practised in pri- 
vate life^ which had guided him in his public busi- 
ness. He divided a large portion of his ground 
into very small farms, for the accommodation of 
poor farmers; and. the immensity of good which 
this small farming system did in the country was 
incalculable. For it not only benefited the petty 
farmers, but it caused provisions to be both cheaper 
and more plentiful, — the wives and daughters of the 
small farmers being occupied in rearing large quan- 
tities of poultry, so that butcher's meat fell inconse- 
quence; and as for butter and eggs, they were to be 
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had for a m«re trifle. In shart, Horace Colthurst, 
the humane butcher, bronght back to the county 

of , the golden days of good Queen Bess; 

when a good fowl was sold for six pence, and two 
dozen e^gs for a groat." 



(( 



CHAPTER XIL 

He's truly pnident, who can separate 
Honest from vile, and still adhere to that v 
Their difference to measure, and to reach, 
Reason wdl rectified must nature teach." 



THE STORY OP THE TAILOR. 

William Fitter, the tailor, was a dapper little 
man, but what he wanted in height he made up for 
in the good sense of his head, and the honesty of 
his conduct. He was not like a great many tailors, 
who, if they get a coat out of their hands, are very 
careless whether it fits the wearer or not. William 
Fitter was exceedingly particular in the 6t of every 
article of dress that he made ; inasmuch, as to stop 
his customers in the street sometimes, saying — '< t 
beg your pardon, sir, but I find there is a fault in 
your coat, which, if you^l have the goodness to 
send to my shop, it shall be rectified. William 
Fitter was at the same time so obliging and civil, 
and so very moderate in his charges, that he became 
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a favourite with all those who dealt with him, and 
they recommended him to otherg, so that hts baai- 
nesa increased daily. But with his increase of 
business, his family also increased, so that, though 
he had many customers, yet as his prices were very 
small, and his family very large, (he had twelve 
children,) he sometimes found himself a good deal 
puzzled to square his accounts at the end of the 
year. He was afraid that if he raised his prices 
he might lose many of his customers; and Will 
Fitter being one of those characters who think be- 
fore they act, he began to deliberate what was best 
to be done, and by calculation (for the tailor knew 
the use of figures) he discovered, that if he could 
double the number of his customers, he could 
afford to continue his low prices. And the mode 
he adopted to increase his business, he accomplished 
in the following method. 

Instead of issuing shop-bills, he had his name 
and trade inscribed upon pieces of copper, about the 
size of a penny, which he distributed amongst his 
friends, and sent all over the town and country. 
This durable document attracted notice, and its 
whimsicality induced many to employ him. It was 
ever Will's rule to have the best articles, so that a 
new customer always became an old one. 

Will Fitter, we believe, was not the original in- 
ventor of this sort of shop bills. It is said that Sir 
Richard Hotham adopted a similar plan, and that 
to it he owed bis rise in life. But the truth is. 
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Jiobesty, sobriety, diligence, and an obliging de- 
meanour, will undoubtediy raise any, and every 
tradesman to eminence in his line. It is a true 
saying, and ought to be imprinted upon every per- 
son's memory, that we can all do more for ourselves 
than any one can do for us. Good and evil are 
both placed before us, and if we prefer the evil to 
the good, the fault is our own, and we must abide 
the consequences of our choice. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

'< However exalted, or deprest, 
Be ever mine the feeling breast. 
To thee, Hamanity, still true, 
I'll wish, the good I cannot do ; 
And give the wretch that passes by 
A soothing word — a tear — a sigh.* 



STORY ABOUT JOHN ANDREWS THE PUBLICAN. 

John Andrews began life as a wine-merchant; 
but not having a sufficient capital, he failed, and 
was reduced to keep an ale-house. He was a large, 
powerful man, sober, orderly, and resolute, and on 
no occasion was he ever deterred from doing what 
he conceived to be right. Although he had no 
other way of making a livelihood but by the profits 
he made on his ale, yet he never, on any occasion, 
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would allow any man to get drunk in his house, 
nor to remain in it after ten o clock at night. One 
Saturday night, six labouring-men entered and asked 
for a pot. A large can of foaming ale was set be- 
fore them, which was soon emptied to the dregs. A 
second and a third were called for, and as hastily 
emptied. When each man had drunk his quart, 
John Andrews said — 

** My friends, you have now had as much ale as 
is good for you ; more would be an injury to your 
health as well as to your purse. You are welcome 
to sit here until ten o'clock, and I should be happy 
to see you here any evening, without calling for any 
thing. But it never shall be said of Jack Andrews, 
that a drunken man was seen in his house." 

** Pshaw, landlord ! you surely are not in earnest, 
for you know, that if you will not give us more, 
another will." 

^' I cannot help that, my friends ; I can only be 
answerable for my own conduct." 

''You surly old fellow," said one of the men; 
"only that your ale is better than can be found any 
where else, I would never put my foot in your house 
again." 

''I should be sorry for that, friend," replied An^ 
drews, mildly ; ** but even that threat cannot alter 
my determination. I have now kept the sign of the 
Plough these five-and-twenty years, and never was 
either man or woman the worse for what they drank 
in my house." 
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• While the men in qaestion were importuning 
Andrews for more ale, two men and a woman 
entered and called for half a pint of gin. Andrews, 
upon seeing the state they were in, (all intoxicated,) 
said, I have a notion, friends, that you already have 
had more of that spirit than will do you good ; I 
cannot, therefore, let you have any : but, if you'll 
take a cup of tea with me and my wife, you shall 
be most welcome to it without price ; and I am in- 
dined to believe that it will do you more good than 
the gin." 

The offer was accepted ; the tea brought the party 
to their senses, and they left the inn in a better state 
than they had entered it. The following day, one 
of the men returned to thank Andrews for the kind- 
ness he had done him, saying, he had saved him and 
family from ruin ; for on his return home the previ- 
ous night, he found his house on fire, and had he 
be^n intoxicated, it might have been burnt to the 
ground ; but the tea he had taken, had put him in 
possession of his senses, so that, when he saw his 
house in danger, he was sober enough to take active 
measures to extinguish the fire. 

This good inn-keeper was a public blessing in the 
neighbourhood ; he was the only man in the place 
who sold his ale and spirits pure and unadulterated. 
No man after tasting his ale would drink any other; 
and as Andrews would never give any man too 
much, the men in his neighbourhood all became 
sober; and they soon found their account in being 

s 
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SO, for what they saved from the ale-house, made 
their families comfortable and happy. 

So highly respected was John Andrews by every 
person who knew him, that when the Excise officers 
visited him, they gave him no sort of trouble ; they 
never entered his cellars as they did to other pub- 
licans ; the word of John Andrews was quite suffi- 
cient. 

Man is the child of habit, that is, he likes to do 
whatever he is accustomed to. A wise man, there- 
fore, should accustom himself to do what is right, 
and habit will cause him to like it. 

Thus we find, there is no person so insignificant, 
but that he has it in his power to do some good in 
the world. And if a cup of cold water given to the 
needy has its reward ; how great will be the reward 
of those, who, either by their example or precept, 
turn the wicked from the evil of their way to a love 
of sobriety and virtuOi 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



*' The sacrifices I require, 
Are hearts which love and zeal inspire. 
And vows with strictest care made good. 



*) 



DAVY MERCER. 



Robert Mercer and his wife Bridget were respect- 
able honest people that made a livelihood by keep- 
ing a small shop in one of the commercial streets in 
town. They were thrifty, sober, honesty and indus- 
trious people, and when their only son Davy was old 
enough to be sent to a public school, they found 
their means so increased, that they bethought them- 
selves of making their son something above his 
father's calling; but what that should be, they 
wisely determined to leave to the choice of their son. 
Accordingly, Davy Mercer was sent to one of the pub- 
lic schools at some distance from London, and when 
his first vacation came round, he was too ill to be 
removed from school. Besides, as the school was in 
a country town, the air was considered better for 
him than that of a crowded city like London ; so 
that Davy did not return to his father's shop until 
he had been absent from it Just one year. The day 

e2 



52 THE BECLAIBIBD FAMILT. 

he arrived, was to Robert and Bridget Mercer a 
truly happy one ; they nearly smothered their only 
child with their caresses. 

Nature had not been niggardly to Davy, either in 
mind or external appearance. He was tall, well 
formed, and of. a reflective cast of mind and coun- 
tenance. The first Sunday after his arrival, he ac- 
companied his father and mother to their chapel, 
(they were Dissenters.) When the church bell began 
to ring for afternoon service, Davy took his hat, say- 
ing, '' Father, with your permission, I should now 
wish to go to say my prayers, for you know, that part 
of the service the dissenting priests keep all to 
themselves." 

" Hbw do you mean V* asked Robert Mercer. 

'' Only this, father, that what is called prayers, in 
our meeting-house, is more like a lecture. I there- 
fore feel called upon to offer my mite of praise to my 
kind Preserver, on this the first Sunday of my re- 
turn home." 

''What do I hear, Davy, have you turned apostate 
to your church ?" 

** No ; my dear father, I only wish to return to my 
church. You know, father, that in our meeting- 
house, the people cannot join in prayer with the 
priest, for they do not know what he is going to say ; 
whereas, in the Protestant Church, every auditor is 
also a performer as well as a hearer : for all join in 
prayer to the God of Mercy. No composition can 
possibly be more beautiful, more pure, more scrip* 
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tuvaly or more holy, than the Litany of the Estab- 
' lifthed Church. In it, the whole audience makes a 
public and solemn acknowledgement of their of- 
fences, prays for pardon , and a renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, to keep them from again falling/' 

** Welly well ; Dary, you are now eighteen, an age 
quite old enough to judge for yourself; besides^ 
you have more learning than ever I had, and I am 
sure, that if I thought the Church was a better place 
than our chapel, I would accompany you there with 
all my heart." 

" Nay, father, it is of no consequence where we 
worship God, whether in a Cathedral, Church, or 
Meeting-house, provided we worship Him in spirit 
and in truth. The Dissenters of your meeting- 
house do not differ from the Established Church in 
matters of faith, the doctrine is the same, the form 
only is different, and certainly that ought to be of 
no consequence. At the same time, as there is 
what I call no prayers, in your meeting, I own I like* 
to join in that form of worship where I can, along 
with the minister, offer in an audible voice, my mite 
of praise to my Great Preserver. 

** The ministers of the Protestant Church, my dear 
father, are not, like those of many of our Conven- 
ticles, * blind leaders of the blind.' No ; every mir 
nister in the Church of England is a tried man, 
educated and set apart, like Aaron of old, for the 
holy priesthood. They are men in whom the people 
may safely confide ; for of them it may' be said^ they 
point to heaven and lead the way." 
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After remaining some time longer at school^ Davy 
made choice of a profession, that of the Clerical ; and 
his father being a liberal man, and free from every 
thing like prejudice, at once gave into his son's wishes ; 
sent him to Cambridge to finish his studies, where 
the young Divine became, not only a very learned, 
but what was far better, a very good man ; and he 
soon after got a living in a country town, where he 
now lives beloved and respected by the whole 
country, and almost adored by his parishioners. 



« 



CHAPTER, XV, 

A city mouse, well-coated, sleek, and gay, 
A mouse of high degree, which lost his way. 
Wantonly walking forth to take the air. 
Arrived at Plymouth, and alighted, there." 



NEW DRESSES. 



One morning, after Agnes had heard her brother 
read his lesson, and given him a copy to write, she 
said, *' Come, now, my dear little sisters, and I will 
tell you what I mean to do to-day. You have both 
been so diligent the whole week, both in your lessons 
and knitting, that I mean to buy a new dress for 
each of you/' 
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*^ Oh, thank you, dearest Agnes," cried the sis- 
ters, *' and we shall wear them when father wears 
his new stockings." 

" Yes," said Agnes, " with a new week, you shall 
all put on new things, and our dear father will be 
quite proud to wear stockings knit by his two dear 
iittle girls; so make haste and read your lessons, 
that we may go out to buy your dresses." 

'' And would you buy for us the pretty dress that 
is in the haberdasher's window next door, with the 
oyster shells on it ?" 

** No, my dear little sister, for you know that our 
dear father has a dislike to oysters, and, therefore, 
we must not have any dress that reminds him of any 
thing disagreeable to him." 

*^ Why does father dislike to look at oysters, do 
you know ?" 

** I will tell you. When he was employed in 
some repairs of the Eddystone Light-house, he went 
one day to an inn to get his supper, when he was 
told by the waiter, there was nothing in the house 
but oysters. Father said they would do very well, 
for at that time he liked them well enough. The 
waiter, therefore, went to the cellar for the oysters, 
and placed the dish and the oysters before father 
just as he had brought it from the cellar. 

** < What the deuce have you brought me, waiter V 
asked my father, looking at the dish before him ; 
' Have all your oysters got hair on them ? You 
have brought me mice instead of oysters.' Two 
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large mice were absolutely dangling to the sbel^ of 
one of the oysters." 

" Was that really the case, sister V 

^' It was indeed, my dear; yoa cannot, there- 
fore, be surprised at our father's dislike to them* It 
18 a well known fact, I believe, that oysters open 
their shells to admit the water, and take their food, 
at the time that the tide flows ; and, at this period^ 
a large oyster, which, with others, was on a dish- in 
the cellar of the inn, had expanded its jaws, and, at 
the same moment, two hungry mice, searching for 
prey, pounced upon the victim, and seized it with 
their teeth. The oyster, shrinking at the wound, 
closed its shell, collapsing with such force as to isrosh 
the marauders to death. — ^The oyster, with the two 
mice, was long shown as a curiosity by the landlady 
of the inn to her guests."' 

** It must have been quite a curiosity, and I dare 
say the landlady of the inn made a vast deal of 
money by exhibiting it." 

** It is possible that it attracted customers to her 
house, but I do not imagine that she charged so 
much a-head for exhibiting it, as is usually done in 
this country on the exhibition of any outlandish 
animal." 

'' Perhaps the landlady was not mercenary," said 
Willy, laughing, ** and as in the case of children 
and servants, she might only have charged her 
customers half-price for a sight of her raree-show." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



€€ * 



Tis the first sanction nature gave to man, 
Each other to assist in what they can." 



THE DRUNKEN COACHMAN. 

There is an old proverb which says, " take care of 
the pence, and the pounds will take care of them- 
selres." On the same principle we would say, be 
careful not to commit little faults, and you will 
have no trouble to avoid great ones. A small 
offence, apparently, may often lead to the most 
calamitous effects, as the following story will show 
you. One day, a gentleman's carriage slopped at 
the door of the same conscientious. inn-keeper whom 
I lately told you a story about. 

<< Do you mean John Andrews V asked Jane 
Smith. 

^' The same," said Agnes. " Well, the footman 
entered the inn, and asked for a glass of gin for the 
coachman, who was outside on the box. The land- 
lord himself took it out to the coachman, and upon 
seeing the state he was in, (having, as Andrews 
thought, made too free with that spirit) refused to 
give him more. And, upon perceiving two boys 
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in tbe carriage, he conceived, from the intoxicated 
state of the coachman, and the spirited look of the 
horses, that they were not safe ; he, therefore, ad- 
vised the maid, who was in the carriage with the 
children, to enter the inn, and that he would send 
them home in safety. The maid took the advice of 
the inn-keeper, quitted the carriage, and Andrews 
walked home with her and the two boys. The 
horses in the meantime, feeling themselves guided 
by a feeble hand (for horses know well the sort of 
driver or rider they have to deal with) set off at full 
speed, broke the carriage to pieces, and the coach- 
man and footman were both killed on the spot. One 
of the boys in question was afterwards the hero of 
Trafalgar.* Thus, the good inn-keeper did more 
to benefit old England than all the lords and ladies 
in the kingdom, with the exception of the great 

General, "t 

A man who gets intoxicated when he has the 

safety of people's lives committed to his care, is, in 
our opinion, as bad as a murderer ; and were we ap- 
pointed to form a jury to sit upon his conduct, we 
should have no hesitation in condemning him to the 
rack. And we really wish there were some punish- 
ment enacted against drunkards. 

* Lord NelsoQ. t I>uke of WelliDgton. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

" Could I (he cried) express how bright a grace 
AdorDS thy morning hands, and well-wash 'd face ; 
Thou wouldst, Colemira. grant what I implore. 
And yield me love, or wash thy face no more." 



THE UNWASHED HANDS* 

One morning, when the bricklayer rose to go to his 
work, he did not feel himself well ; Agnes, therefore, 
prevailed on him to stay at home that day and 
nurse himself. He took her advice,^ stayed from his 
work, and the following day was quite well. Thus, 
a little care at the comencemment of a complaint, 
might frequently prevent its increase, and certainly 
will never fail to shorten its duration. As the 
bricklayer lay on his arm-chair the day he was ill, 
Agnes said to him, '* Dear father, if our reading 
disturb^, you, do say so, and my sisters shall not 
read any more to-day." 

** You are a dear good girl, Agnes» to think so 
much about your old father, but the lessons do not 
disturb me, on the contrary, I am amused by them : 
so go on, my own dear children." 

Upon this, little Hannah took her book to read, 
when Agnes, observing that her sister's hands were 
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dirty, said, '' Hannah, my dear, how is it that your 
hands and nails are so dirty ? Sinrely you could 
not have washed them to-day, else they could not 
be in such a state." 

*' I was so sorry to see my father unwell, that I 
forgot to wash my hands,'' replied Hannah. 

** That is the very best excuse you could possibly 
make for your breach of cleanliness,*' said Agnes ; 
'' but, remember, my dear sister, that cleanliness 
adds much to health ; and besides, look into the 
Old Testament, and you will find that cleanliness 
was a part of the Jewish law ; it is therefore 
right to observe it ; for Christ came, not to abolish 
the law, but to fulfil it ; therefore cleanliness is an 
obligation as binding on us as it was on the Jews. 
We cannot all have fine clothes, but every one can 
zSord to be clean and sweet in his person. Water 
is plentiful to all the world, and a little soap is not 
dear. We believe London, notwithstanding its fogs, 
to be one of the healthiest capitals in the world, 
and that is entirely owing to the cleanliness of the 
town. Every thing offensive is carried off by means 
of drains, which is not the case in other large capi- 
tals. Nay,'' continued Agnes, ** I have heard that 
the great plague, which depopulated London in the 
reign of Charles the Second, was entirely owing to 
the dirty state the town was then kept in ; and the 
frequent plagues which we hear of in the East, are 
caused by a neglect of cleanliness." 

'' Who told you all that, my Agnes ?" asked her 
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father, '' aDd how have you learned so much 
wisdom." 

'^ I have learned every thing I know from books, 
father, but for them, I should know nothing/* 

*' I am determined," said Hannah, *^ that the 
plague shall never visit London by any act of mine, 
for I never, while 1 live, will neglect to wash my 
hands after this." 

*' Your poor little hands," said Willy, " are like 
a single drop in the great ocean. Believe me, they 
will not in the smallest degree affect London, be 
they clean or be they dirty, or whether you have 
any hands at all." 

** Brother," replied Agnes, " you speak very un- 
thinkingly. London is composed of its inhabitants, 
and if each person were to say. ' Oh, I am only a 
single individual, whatever I do will not affect the 
community, I may therefore act as I please :' and 
were all the people of London to act so, instead of 
its being a healthy, it would be the most unhealthy 
place on the face of the earth. The whole of a city 
is composed of individuals, as a chain is of single 
rings : if a single ring is deranged, the whole chain is 
put out of order. It is, therefore, the bounden 
duty of each individual to contribute his mite for the 
good of the whole." 

'' Like the old woman," said Willy, laughing, 
** who scraped her cheese and gave the scrapings to 
the cat, saying, ' 'tis a pity to lose any thing, and 
we are bound to do all the good we can.' 
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** Then, my dear Willy, I trust that the good 
which both you and your sisters are doomed to per- 
form in this world may surpass that of your old 
woman/' 

'' If it do not; Agnes, it will not be my fault ; I. 
have the will, but I may never have the power." 

" That will depend on yourself, Willy. Every 
man is just what he chooses to make himself. I 
mean every man who is blessed with good health ; 
and, when his health is bad, the fault is generally 
his own, for very few are born invalids. Take care 
of your health then, and your industry will give you 
the means of being useful to others. And, if you 
will peruse the three following stories attentively, 
you will see how much our fortune is in our own 
power." 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

" As Cheltenham's celebrated well 
Is known all waters to excel, 
So doth the quaker far eclipse 
Each rival who the water sips." 



THE WASHERWOMAN AKD HER TWO SONS. 

Mart White was a widow who made a comfortable 
livelihood by washing for the gentry in her neigh- 
bourhood. She washed the clothes that were sent 
to her thoroughly, and got them up so well, that she 
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Was kept in constant work, and employed a great 
many people to help her in her business. It was a 
constant saying of this poor woman, that, whatever 
is worth doing, is worth doing well. This saying, 
she wisely reduced into practice; for the linen 
washed by the widow White, was easily distinguished 
from that done by other washerwomen ; and many 
a pun did the widow White's dazzling linen cause 
to be made on her name. 

The widow had two sons, and as she knew that 
ignorance, in all cases, is weakness, she took care 
to give her sons a good education ; that is, she had 
them thoroughly instructed in the principles of the 
gospel. The lessons addressed to the widow's sons 
were calculated to benefit the heart; and while this 
nobler part of man was carefully instructed, the 
head was not altogether neglected. They were both 
good historians ; they preferred history to any other 
study, as, from it, they learned to profit from the 
experience of others. 

One evening, after the labours of the day were 
over, the widow and her two sons seated themselves 
around their frugal supper table, and began to talk 
about the different occurrences which had taken 
place during the day. One of the boys took from 
his pocket a bag of raisins, saying, ** he had re- 
ceived them from their grocer; when he went to 
order the articles of grocery for his mother, and that 
when he gave them, he asked whether he would 
like to be a grocer, like him, and that he had, at 
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that moment, a vacancy for an apprentice, and 
would prefer him or his brother to any other boy, 
because he knew they were well brought up." 

^* And would you like to be a grocer?*' asked his 
mother. 

** Indeed, I think I should like to be one very 
much," replied the boy. 

''And so should I," said the other boy, ** I should 
like to be a grocer also." 

The widow smiled, saying, ** I suppose the bag of 
raisins has caused you to like the trade ; you im- 
agine, perhaps, the occupation of grocer to be as 
sweet as the figs they sell." 

** You forget, mother," said the eldest son archly, 
*' that it is a principle with grocers never to eat 

figs." 

" True," replied the mother, laughing ** I forgot 

that a sportsman never eats game. But tell me, are 

you really and truly in earnest in your wish of being 

grocers ?" 

« We are indeed, mother," rejoined the lads, 
** provided you approve of our choice." 

" Nay, my beloved boys, in the choice of a pro- 
fession, you must judge for yourselves. All I require 
of you, is, to think seriously of it before you decide. 
Remember, it is a very serious event in your life, and. 
that when once you have entered upon an appren- 
ticeship, there is no turning back. Study yourselves 
well then, before you decide. There is no hurry to 
give the grocer an answer. If at the end of six 
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months you be of the same mind, I shall not oppose 
your wishes." 

At the end of six months, the two sons of the 
widow White were of the same mind as at first, and 
at their own request they were both sent to a grocer 
to learn his trade. At the end of the first year, the 
grocer failed, and the widow White had her two sons 
sent back to her. 

The cause of the grocer's failure was want of 
honesty. He was in the habit of adulterating every 
article he possibly could. The consequence was, he 
lost all his customers, and his merchandise spoiled 
upon his hands. Honesty, will ever be found to be 
the best policy. But the grocer in question was a 
man of no principle. He kept his shop open every 
Sunday until the bell began to ring for church, thus 
breaking the Sabbath. That he failed in business, 
is not surprising, for no one likes to have any deal- 
ings with unprincipled men, and certainly no man of 
principle would open his shop of a Sunday. 

It sometimes happens, that old heads are found 
upon young shoulders ; so it was with the sons of 
the widow White. They determined to set up for 
themselves, resolving to make up in honesty, what 
they wanted in experience. Every article they 
purchased was of the very best sort, and as they had 
often read in the Book which they took for their 
guide, that '* a false balance is an abomination to the 
Lord," they took good care not to transgress in that 
way ; for each customer had his full weight, and the 
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widow's sons were soon as celebrated for the saperi- 
ority of their merchandise, and justness of their 
measures, as their mother was for the whiteness of 
her linen. The two brothers have by honesty and 
straight-forward dealings, made a comfortable inde- 
pendence. Thus, in all situations in life, honesty will 
ever be found to be the best policy. 

The two Whites, though the children of a poor 
widow, had the advantage of being tenderly reared 
by their mother. It is not by great benefits that 
love is gained ; it is by continual small attentions 
and offices of kindness, by words of tenderness, and 
looks of affection. And these, every parent has the 
power to show daily, nay, hourly. A few kisses, a 
tender embrace, will make a child happier than a 
world of gold, and will go further to establish a 
good heart, and tender disposition, than all the 
lectures addressed to their understanding in after 
life. 

The Author of our religion hath said, " If ye 
love me, you will keep my commandments.*' We 
feel a pleasure in obeying those we love. The first 
thing then that mothers have to do, is, to gain the 
love of their children. We do not mean that they 
are to spoil them by injudicious petting; on the 
contrary, they are to be reproved when guilty of a 
fault ; but they ought to be reproved with mildness, 
and made to see that the reproof is for their good, 
and not to humour the ire of the parent. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

The soul refin'd 

Is most inclin'd. 

To every moral excellence ; 

All vice is dull, 

A knave's a fool ; 

And Virtue is the child of Sense/' 



STORT OF THE POOR SOLDIER. 

George Mortlock was the only son of his mother, 
a respectable widow, who lived upon a small income, 
which the industry of her late husband, and her own 
savings, had procured her. Her son was a well-dis- 
posed lad, but unthinking. His mother wished him 
to follow in the footsteps of his father, and do well 
as an honest shoe-maker; but George not being 
partial to a sedentary life, took it into his head one 
morning to receive his majesty's bounty, and enlist 
as a private in a marching regiment. This event 
grieved the widow Mortlock exceedingly ; for she 
was very fond of her son. But she was not a selfish 
character, and therefore, though it pained her much 
to part with her dear son, she was willing at the 
same time that he should please himself; *' As long 
as he is happy," she said to herself, '< I shall be so 
also." 

Many of her friends and relations told her that 
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her son would inevitably be ruined in the army, that 
the life of a soldier was immoral^ and in short, that 
the army was a reprobate profession. 

'' If so/' said Mrs. Mortlock, ** that must be the 
fault of the individual, and not of the profession. 
There are good and bad people in all trades, and I 
find there is no respect of persons nor professions 
with Grod, but whoever seeks his protection will 
find it." 

'' But my good old woman,*' said one of her 
friends, *' your son will see every thing that is bad 
among the soldiers of his regiment, and no doubt 
will in time get into their ways." 

'* If he do," said the mother, '* that will be his 
own fault. For my own part, I cannot conceive 
any profession to be inimical to a Christian life. 
My son has been taught the difference between good 
and evil, and if he choose the latter in preference to 
the former, the fault will again be his own. But I 
have far better hopes of my George. The tempta- 
tion to follow the example of others may be strong ; 
but the principles he has imbibed will, I trust, be 
stronger ; so that, instead of being turned from the 
rectitude of his ways, it is possible that he may be 
enabled to turn many of the unthinking men of his 
regiment into the right path." 

In the mean time, George Mortlock joined his 
regiment, and in the course of a few months, it was 
sent abroad on active service. When he went to 
take leave of his mother before he embarked, he 
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. said, ^* There are two things, my dear mother, which 
I want you to give me." 

'^ And both you shall have, my beloved and dar- 
ling boy, if in my power,'' said she, falling on her 
son's neck and pressing him to her bosom. '* Say, 
what are they ?" 

" Your blessing, and your Bible, my mother." 

*^ And both you shall have with my whole heart. 
And in return, I have two things to ask of you. 
Never be a single day without appearing in the 
presence of your heavenly King, and never on any 
occasion be ashamed to show your allegiance to 
Him. You were his soldier, before you were his 
majesty's; and to Him, your Jirst and chief services 
are due." 

The day after George Mortlock took leave of his 
mother, the regiment he belonged to embarked on 
board a transport, which was so crowded, as to 
threaten all on board with suffocation. The regi- 
ment, however, arrived it safety at its destined port, 
and was quartered in a most beautiful and romantic 
village, at the distance of only a few miles from the 
place of debarkation. 

There George Mortlock was amply compensated 
for the hardships he had undergone during the 
voyage thither. The salubrity of the climate, the 
cheapness and abundance of provisions, the pro- 
fusion of the choicest fruits, good nature of the in- 
habitants, and novelty of the scene, all conspired to 
make the spot a perfect paradise. The orange and 
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citron-groves of the valley, and vineyards teemmg 
with clustering grapes, were cheering objects to 
men, who had, during a long voyage, lived upon 
salt provisions. All nature appeared in this beauti- 
ful spot as if made for delight. And to men long 
hemmed up within the narrow limits allotted them 
on ship -board, it seemed like a purer region. 
George Mortlock's heart glowed with rapture and 
with gratitude. He saw the God of Nature in his 
works, and blessed the goodness which had pre- 
served him during a long and perilous voyage, and 
brought him to such a paradise of delights. ** How 
am I to show my gratitude to God for all the 
favours he has bestowed upon me?*' said George 
Mortlock to himself. ^' I can do nothing for God. 
He wants nothing from his creatures, for all they 
have are his. But,'' again said George Mortlock to 
himself, *' though I can give God nothing but my 
hearty yet I can please him by performing offices of 
kindness to all his creatures. Every opportunity 
we have of showing kindness to our fellow-creatures, 
gives us at the same time the means of testifying 
our love towards our God." George Mortlock panted 
for opportunities of testifying his gratitude to his 
Qod and Saviour ; and he knew that it was only 
by exhibiting his love to the creature, that he could 
manifest his regard and reverence for his Creator. 
The poor soldier determined, therefore, to treat every 
man as a brother, and every woman as a sister, and 
on all occasions to try to do as he would be done 
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by. In the salubrious climate above mentioned, 
George Mortlock's regiment remained two years, 
during which time he passed through the grade of 
corporal, and was promoted to the rank of serjeant. 
These advantages were procured him by his sobriety, 
and exemplary conduct. He was not only sober 
and orderly himself, but he endeavoured to make 
his comrades equally so, and had the good fortune 
to succeed, by reclaiming a very great number of 
the soldiers. At the expiration of a few years, the 
regiment took the field, a battle ensued, in which 
George Mortlock behaved so gallantly, that he was 
complimented by his commanding officer, and re- 
commended by him for promotion : and a vacancy 
in the regiment taking place soon after, Serjeant 
Mortlock was promoted to the rank of ensign, re- 
ceived as a member of the mess, and welcomed 
there by every officer in the regiment. 

Thus, in every rank and situation in life, it is in 
a man's own power to make himself be respected. 
George Mortlock, the officer, was the self-same man 
as George Mortlock the private. It was by his 
good conduct that he had been elevated, and by his 
good conduct he preserved the respect and love of 
his brother officers and privates of the regiment ; 
and we might here apply to him the lines of 
Pope — 

" Fortane a goddess is to fools alone. 
The wise are always master of their own." 
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CHAPTER XX. 

** Their bones are consumed, and their life-blood is dried, 

With wishes the past to undo ; 
And their crimes, through the pains that o'erwhelm them descried* 

Still blackens and grows on the view." 



STORY OF THE BLACK FAMILY. 

Robert and Jane Black were respectable shop- 
keepers in the city of London, who by honest in- 
dustry made a comfortable independence, and had 
they been acquainted with the art of gOYerning their 
children, as well as they knew how to govern them- 
selves, their fate would have been very different 
from what it was. But they had the weakness, 
from a mistaken fondness for their children, to per- 
mit their commands to be disobeyed. The conse- 
quence was, the habit grew up with them, and ac- 
quired strength with their years. Another fault 
Robert and Jane Black committed in the manage- 
ment of their children ; they neglected to direct the 
activity of their minds into a right channel. It is 
well known, that children are naturally active, and, 
if innocent amusements are not given them, the care 
of a bird, for instance, or the cultivation of a flower- 
garden, ten to one but their activity might show it- 
self in being mischievously active, instead of usefully 
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active. If a child be permitted to derive all his 
amusement from doing mischief, he will not, when 
he is grown up, feel any inclination to do good* 

"Bring me your little book, Biddy," said Mrs. 
Black one day to her youngest child, a girl about 
six years old. 

" No, Ma," said the child, " I won't read to day!" 

'' Naughty little Biddy," said Mrs. Black, kissing 
the disobedient child. " Your brother will, I know, 
be a good boy, he won't refuse to read a lesson to 
me. Gro Joe, bring your book and read to me." 

"No, I won't!" replied Joe, "let Biddy read, 
you asked her first." 

"Well, you will in the afternoon, won't you, my 
dear? — Mary," continued Mrs. Black, "you are 
older than your brother and sister, and therefore 
have more sense than they can be supposed to have ; 
you must come then and read, since your brother 
and sister won't ; for you know I cannot afford to 
send you all to school." 

" Indeed I will not," replied Mary, "why should 
I be obliged to read more tiian Joe or Biddy ?" 

" If you permit your children, at so early an age, 
to disobey your commands, they will certainly not 
be more inclined to do so when they grow up," said 
Mrs. Black's sister. 

"I cannot see that, sister," replied the weak 
mother; " my children are now too young* to know 
that they do wrong ; but when they have more sense 
they will act differently." 
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" I fear not," said the sister. " Infancy is the 
proper time to commence the cultivation of the 
mind. If this period be neglected, the after-life 
is in danger of running wild. And, were your 
children properly trained, they would take as much 
pleasure in obeying you, as they now do in follow- 
ing their own wilful ways." 

*' Perhaps you may be right, sister," said Mrs. 
Black, <* but what can I do ? I cannot bear to beat 
my children, they are so young, and so very delicate 
also." 

" There is no occasion to beat them," said the 
sister. ''Children that are much beat, seldom 
or never turn out well. Be kind to your chil- 
dren ; show them that you love them dearly ; but 
show them at the same time that you must be 
obeyed." 

Mrs. Black acknowledged the justness of her 
sister's remark, but unfortunately she wanted the 
firmness to enforce obedience. Consequently her 
children grew up plagues to their parents, and a 
curse to themselves, and died before they had num* 
bered many summers. Mary, the eldest, fell down 
the garret stairs, and injured herself so much that 
she died soon after. The two youngest children 
were seized with hooping-cough, and as they would 
take nothing the doctor ordered them, they both 
died, and were buried near dieir little obstinate 
sister Mary ; leaving their poor father and mother 
broken-hearted for their loss. 
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'^ You see, my dear brother and sisters," said 
Agnes, at the close of the lesson, ''what trouble 
disobedient children brings upon themselves and 
friends." 

" I dare say,'* said Willy, " had they foreseen 
the effect which their obstinacy caused, they would 
have acted differently." 

'* Every person of common sense," replied Agnes, 
" must know that evil will cause evil, and the little 
Blacks were old enough to know, that, to disobey 
their parents, would bring a curse upon them." 

" But, sister," said Willy, " was it not the pa^ 
rents' own fault ? Had the children been taught to 
obey, they would have done so. Do you remember 
when we were very little, that we sometimes re- 
fused to do what our poor mother desired us, and 
when our father would come home from the ale- 
house, we always ran away and hid ourselves, and 
when he called us, we pretended not to hear him ? 
But now, that he is kind to us, and loves us, we 
are all happy to do whatever he bids us." 

" Much, certainly, is in the power of the parents, 
for children who are not properly brought up, can 
never turn out well." 

** When we do well, our dear father praises us, 
and when we do wrong, he reproves us mildly, and 
without getting angry; and, therefore, we love 
dearly to obey him, and you too, Agnes, my dearest 
sister." 

When the lessons for that day were over, they 
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put away their books, and prepared their father's 
and their own frugal nteal ; and when the mid-day 
meal was over, and their father had returned to his 
work, the young Smiths set out to make inquiry at 
the country establishment after the health of their 
afflicted mother ; praying in their hearts by the way, 
the Almighty to show mercy upon her, and restore 
her to them in His own good time. 

*' Ah, Agnes !" said Jane, *' had our dear father 
been taken from us as our mother has been, what 
would have become of us ? We should all have 
been beggars." 

'^ You see then,'' said Agnes, '* how thankful we 
ought to be, that he is spared to us, and how much 
it is our duty to seek to make him as happy as we 
can." 



CHAPTER XXI. 



'* Yet prudence still 

Rein thou my will ! 
What's most important, make most dear ! 

For 'tis in this. 

Resides true bliss ; 
True bliss, a deity severe !" 



THE ONLY CHILD. 

Mrs. Mastertok was left a widow at the age of 
five-and-twenty. Her husband died of a decline 
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two years after his marriage, leaving his widow with 
one child about six months old» Mrs. Masterton 
had an income of fifty pounds a-year, which she 
added to by taking in plain work. 

Her Httle Mira, the name of her child, was her 
only comfort and consolation. Hour after hour 
did the young widow sit by the side of her infant's 
cradle, and ejaculate a prayer on the head of her 
infant babe, and earnestly and devoutly pray for 
wisdom to guide her in the cultivation of her infant 
mind. Mrs. Masterton knew that the duty she had 
to perform was an awful and a most responsible 
trust ; and without seeking for help from the Foun- 
tain of strength, she was fearful she might fall short 
of her duty, and either spoil her child by too much 
indulgence, or too much strictness. She was aware, 
that good and evil is the inheritance of all mankind ; 
to cultivate the one, and root out the other, is the 
interest and the bounden duty of every parent. 
The widow, therefore, asked for aid to enable her to 
perform her duty. 

Wisdom, like all the other divine gifts, must be 
sought for by the appointed means. Man is told 
to seek, and he shall find ; to knock, and it shall be 
opened unto him. 

Mrs. Masterton had the satisfaction to see her 
child improve daily under her care, and when the 
little Mira was seven years of age, she was both a 
comfort and an amusement to her mother. 

One day, when Mrs. Masterton was busy finish- 
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ing some work to send home, she gave Mira two 
needles, and told her to thread them, and have one 
always ready to give her when she should want it. 

** I would rather sew, than thread needles,** said 
Mira ; ** give me something to sew, but I won't 
thread needles." 

^* What do I hear !" cried Mrs. Masterton, in a 
state of the greatest agitation and affright. " Surely 
I could not have heard you rightly ! It is not pos- 
sible you could have used such a word to me ! I 
should be terrified beyond measure to hear a child 
say No, to a parent." 

Mira hung her head and looked ashamed. 

« Do you know, Mira, that after Grod Almighty, 
you must love and obey me. God loves obedient 
children. I trust, therefore, that I shall never again 
hear you use such a word. I am sure you would 
not wish to frighten me." 

Mira threw her arms around her mother's neck, 
and sobbed aloud: the widow mingled her tears 
with those of her orphan child. 

Mira's refusal to thread the needle was the first, 
and the last No, she ever used to her mother. 

Thus, children give very little trouble when their 
tempers are not spoiled by mismanagement, and 
their little humours checked in the bud. 

Mira grew up as happy as she was good, and an 
old lady that her mother worked for, taking a likinp' 
to her on account of her dutiful conduct, left hi 
two thousand pounds ; so that Mira and her beloved 
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mother are now in very comfortable circumstances, 
and are beloved and respected by all their friends. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

** In landscapes green 

True bliss is seen, 
With innocence, in shades, she sports ; 

In wealthy towns 

Proud labour frowns. 
And painted sorrow smiles in courts.'' 



WILLY GOES TO THE FARMER*S. 

" Next month, Willy," said Agnes, " you will 
leave us for the farm-house; let us therefore be busy 
while you are here, and seek to acquire as much 
knowledge as you can. And after you have left us, 
let me advise you, dearest brother, to occupy all your 
idle hours in acquiring useful knowledge. I do not 
mean that you are to have your eyes constantly 
fixed poring over a book ; no such thing ; there are 
other ways of gaining information besides that of 
reading. Farmer Hodgson appears to be a very 
sensible man; attend strictly to his instructions; ex- 
amine every thing with your own eyes, and make it 
a constant rule, on all occasions, to do your best." 
Willy promised faithfully to do so, and was as 
good as his word. 
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Willy profited so well by his study of Arthur 
Young, that farmer Hodgson was both pleased and 
surprised to find that he understood so much of 
farming, and frequently said, that bis apprentice 
knew more of the theory of farming than be him* 
self did. 

Willy soon became a favourite with the farmer, 
and things went on quietly and prosperously with 
him for some time, until another apprentice becom- 
ing jealous of the superior favour shown to Willy, 
resolved to ruin him in the good opinion of the 
farmer. 

This same farmer had two fine strong horses which 
he ploughed with, and when they were not wanted 
for field work, he and Willy frequently rode them 
into town to dispose of the produce of the farm. 
The horse which Willy was in the habit of riding 
got ill, refused its food, and became so thin, that its 
very bones might be seen through the skin» The 
other apprentice, whose name was Nathan, insinu- 
ated to the farmer that Willy had injured the horse 
in some of his rides, or had played some trick to 
him. The farmer, in consequence of the lad *s insi- 
nuations, asked Willy if any accident had hap- 
pened to the horse when he rode him, whether he 
had ever fallen with him ? And upon Willy's assur- 
ing him that he never had, the farmer said, ''You 
have such an air of truth about you, that perhaps 
I ought to believe you;" saying so, he left the 
room. 
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In a few minutes after, Willy was accosted by the 
other apprentice. ** I have just left the stable," 
said he; "the poor horse is getting weaker and 
weaker hourly, and the fanner is in a great rage 
about it. You had better therefore confess at once 
that he fell with you." 

" If I were to do so, it would be saying what is 
not true." 

Here the farmer entered, and with a countenance 
in which vexation and anger were both strongly 
marked, said, '' Again I ask you, Willy, what you 
have done to injure my horse? I can pardon an 
accident, and forgive an injury ; but falsehood and 
obstinacy I cantiot overlook. Own your fault at 
once ; say you repent, and all shall be forgotten and 
forgiven.*' 

** Indeed sir," said Willy, " I know nothing 
whatever of the horse's illness^ if I did I should be 
but too happy to tell you." 

The horse-doctor at that moment entered, saying, 
the horse was better, that he had discovered the 
cause of his malady. Some one had rubbed his teeth 
with butter, which prevented the animal from eating, 
but he had now washed the grease from his teeth, 
and he would soon be well. "But what is the 
matter with your hand V* asked the horse-doctor, 
addressing Nathan, the apprentice, seeing his hand 
tied up. The lad refused to show his hand, saying, 
it was only the scratch of a thorn." The iRsirmer, 
however, insisted on his showing it to the doctor, in 

o 
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order that he might recommend a cure ; and upon 
its exposure, the culprit stood revealed. The mark 
of the horse's teeth was distinctly seen ; and with so 
strong an evidence against him, he could no longer 
deny that he was the guilty person. Thus, truth 
like the sun, bursts through the thickest clouds. 

After this discovery, Nathan the apprentice was 
sent back to his friends, the good farmer would not 
keep a bad boy in his house ; and the upright and 
honest Willy became a greater favourite than ever. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

" O may I steal 

Along the vale 
Of humble life, secare from foes ! 

My friend sincere 1 

My judgment clear, 
And gentle business my repose." 



AGNES BECOMES SCHOOL MISTRESS. 

Agnes having one less to teach after Willy went 
to be a farmer, and Jane and Hannah being both big 
girls, and able to help her in the work of the house, 
in order to occupy her idle hours, she determined to 
turn them to account, by keeping a school for young 
girls. She therefore, with the money she had saved 
of her father's earnings, fitted up an additional room 
for her school, and furnished it with a large table, 
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book-case, carpet, benches, and every thing com- 
fortable. And when all was ready, she made known 
her intention to her friends, who were all but too 
glad to have the advantage of Agnes' instruction for 
their children, on such low terms as Agnes charged 
them. 

When the old bricklayer saw himself seated in a 
room with a carpet on it, he said, '' I wonder, Agnes, 
what you will do for your old father next, I sup- 
pose you will get me a coach to ride in, hey, Agnes ? 
Agnes smiled, and throwing her arms around his 
neck, said, *' My beloved father merits more -than I 
can ever do for him.*' 

Agnes's school prospered beyond her most san- 
guine hopes, and at the end of the first quarter, she 
had above a dozen scholars. 

" You are a big girl, Ann," said Agnes, to one of 
the girls, " I suppose therefore you can read very 
well." - 

" No indeed mistress, I read very indifferently." 

" Well, my dear, get your book, and we'll see 
what you can do. You have heard of the ancient 
Israelites, I dare say, their escape from Egypt, and 
their wanderings in the wilderness ?" 

" Yes, mistress." 

" Would you like to read about them ?" 

" Yes, very much." 

" Well, you shall then," said Agnes. 

Upon which Ann took her book, and read the fol- 
lowing lesson. 

g2 
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Six bttBdred thousand Israelites left Egypt, and 
out of all that immense number, two individuals only 
reached the land of Canaan. The name of the one 
was Caleb, which si^ifies a good heart. The name 
of the oth&Tf was Osbea ; but Moses gave him the 
name of Joshua. Both names signify the same, im- 
plying a Saviour. This is very remarkaUe. It was 
Joshua, and not Moses, who brought the children of 
Israel into the land of Canaan. The law was un- 
able to do it, but Jesus accomplished it. Joshua 
and Caleb alone entered, meaning Jesus and a good 
heart, which implies, that unless we have a good 
heart, and at the same time place all our trust in our 
Saviour, we shall never enter into the heavenly 
Canaan. One spark of love to God is worth ten 
thousand sacrifices. The question which Christ put 
to St. Peter was, '' Lovest thou me?" Heaven grant 
that we may all be enabled to answer the question as 
Peter did : '* Lord, thou knowest that I love thee." 

'' You read that lesson pretty well, Ann,'' said 
Agnes : then turning to three other girls, she said, — 
*' Each of you read one of the following lessons, 
that I may see what progress you have made in the 
reading way." 

The girls instantly obeyed. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

" Though tempests howl, I will not fetr 
While Thy btavenly ^nn is near," 



WANDERINGS IN THE WILDERNESS. 

When the spies who were sent to examine the land of 
Canaan returned to the camp of the Israelites, they 
carried back with them grapes, pomegranates, ttid 
figs, in order the more to animate their longings 
alter such a glorious country. They were the first 
fruits, of which the harvest was to follow, and were~ 
presented to them as a pledge. 

Something similar occurs in the spiritual life. We 
hare likewise the first fruits of the Spirit. PracKMM 
fruits from the heavenly Canaan are sometimes ex- 
hibited to our view, and we are refreshed with the 
powers of the world to come. Christ gives his 
people a prospect of the glory of hit kingdom, say- 
ing, '^ All these will I give thee, if thou wilt believe 
m me. 

The spies informed the Israelites that the land was 
good ; ^*and this is the fruit of it, by which you may 
judge of it yourselves. Nevertheless, the people are 



S6 THE RECLAIMED FAMILY. 

Strong; there are giants among them; and the 
cities are walled and very great." This dismayed 
the people : therefore Caleb addressed them and 
said, '^ Let us go up at once and possess it, for, with 
the help of God, we are well able to overcome it." 

Such was the appearance of Canaan, and such is 
al^ the case with religion now. A great and strong 
people, among whom there are giants, are opposed 
to us ; there are various nations also, and after 
overcoming one, another will oppose us; but, let 
us keep a good heart. Let us wrestle, and push 
boldly forward, trampling on every obstacle that 
dares to oppose us in our march towards the 
heavenly Canaan, our promised inheritance ; and, 
with the help of God, and the intercession of our 
blessed Saviour, we shall be sure to overcome every 
enemy, and to enter with joy into the promised 
land. 

But the unbelieving Israelites were afraid to face 
their enemies ; the spies described the many diffi- 
culties they would have to encounter more at large, 
and brought an evil report upon the land, which so 
discouraged the weak-minded people, that they 
foolishly preferred remaining in the desert, rather 
than press forward to take possession of the king- 
dom. 

Had the foolish Israelites set a just value upon 
the promised land, they would not have been so 
easily discouraged. But unbelief blinded them to 
the advantages and beauties of the place* 
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"Be Thou, oh Rock of ages, nigh ! 
So shall each murrn'ring thought be gone» 
And grief, and fear, and care shall fly. 
As clouds befoie the mid-day sua." 

At last a dispute arose between Joshua and Caleb 
on the one side, and the ten spies on the other, in 
the presence of the whole people. The former 
affirmed that the people were well able to go up 
and possess the land ; the latter that it was impos- 
sible. The first two did not deny that they would 
have many difficulties to encounter, at the same 
time, they considered the accomplishment of their 
wishes perfectly practicable, and urged them to the 
trial. Canaan lay immediately before them, but 
there seemed no probability of arriving at it, because 
the people preferred wandering in the wilderness, 
rather than attack the enemies that kept them out 
of the promised land. It fared with them as with 
all the wicked who think only of pleasure. The 
Israelites were enveloped in darkness, and no star 
broke through the obscurity of the night to give 
them a glimpse of the horrors of their situation. 
They murmured against Moses, they wished for 
death, and complained that he was leading them 
into a land where they would fall by the sword. 
They therefore decided upon choosing a Captain, 
who might conduct them back into Egypt. 

Only four individuals opposed themselves to the 
storm, Joshua, Caleb, Moses, and Aaron. The 
two latter cast themselves upon their faces before 
all the assembly of the people, saying, '' Be not 
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dismayed, neither be ye afraid of them. The Lord 
our God will go before you, and will fight for you. 
The Lord will bear you up, as a man beareth his 
SOD. With such a friend on our side, we have 
nothing to fear from our enemies, even were they 
all giants." 



CHAPTER XXV. 

" Who place in Sion's God their trust. 
Like Sion's rock shall staod j 
Like it, immovable be fix'd, 
By Hit Almighty hand." 



Joshua and Caleb exhorted also the people to be- 
lieve in the Lord, by which they would assuredly 
triumph over every difficulty. But the people would 
not beUeve. 

Where Truth is not received, the individual takes 
up arms against it, and rejects it with bitterness. 
When Truth appeared on earth, in person, it found 
no lodging, and its enemies nailed it to a cross. 
Thus was it received in the camp of the Israelites, 
add thus is it still received among us. The number 
of its adversaries is considerable. They speak loftily^ 
they set their mouths against the heavens, and their 
tongue walketh through the earth. The multitude 
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iide witb them. But, my dear children, be not ye 
of the number, but seek to be of the number of those 
who believe the truths of the gospel. If we abide 
in Christ, and his words in us, we shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make us free. All who 
have faith in Christ overcome the world. And the 
best way to overcome the world, is, to be regular 
and fervent in prayer. It is the nature of prayer, 
that it gives to needy and helpless man the privilege 
of free access to our heavenly parent. It is that 
singular duty in which every grace is exercised, every 
sin opposed, every blessing obtained. '* The pray* 
ing Christian is the strong Christian." By prayer 
we obtain peace of mind. This peace is a calm and 
entire resting upon Gbd, for the supply of every 
necessary of body and soul. It is casting all our 
care on him^ 'that careth for us. 

God has given us a soul capable of knowing, and 
of loving him ; and he has given us a body with 
which we can serve and glorify him. He gives 
us also kind friends, bread to eat, clothes to wear, 
a house to dwell in, and a fire to warm us; all 
these ought to make us grateful, and call forth our 
wannest affection to that high and lofty One that 
inhabiteth eternity: and who gives of his Holy 
Spirit to every one that asks him. 

The psalmist says, "In my distress I cried unto 
the Lord, and he heard me. 

" I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help. 
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''My help cometh from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 

** The Lord is my keeper : the Lord is my shade 
upon my right hand. 

'' The Lord shall preserve me from evil ; he will 
preserve my soul for evermore.*' 

That holy man was continually praying in his 
heart, '* Lord, open thou my lips, and my mouth 
shall shew forth thy praise." A person who is in 
the constant habit of praying, is not likely to com- 
mit any great crime. He, therefore, who would 
keep himself unspotted from the world, must be 
constant in this sacred duty. Prayer is not the 
mere posture of the body. A person may kneel 
until the very flesh is worn off his knees ; may 
throw himself on the earth, and lie in the dust; 
and yet never pray at all. A man may repeat a 
thousand times in a day, that affecting prayer which 
our Lord has taught us to use; and yet not ofiier 
up one single prayer unto God. 

''Prayer,'' as a learned author observes, "is the 
application of want to Him who only can relieve 
it ; the voice of sin to Him who only can pardon it. 
It is not eloquence, but earnestness ; not figures of 
speech, but compunction of soul. It is the cry of 
faith to the ear of mercy.** 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



t* 



Oh, on that day, that wrathful day, 
When man to judgment wakes from clay, 
Be thou, oh Christ! the sinner's stay. 
Though heaven and earth shall pass away. 



*» 



Moses supplicates forgiveness for the people. The 
Lord grants his petition, but swears that none of 
all those who had come up out of Egypt should 
enter the land of Cannan except Caleb and Joshua. 
They were all to die in the wilderness, and their 
children only arrive in the land of promise. The 
ten spies perished, and the remaining six hundred 
thousand gradually followed them. The cause of 
all their calamities was their unbelief. God had 
forgiven their murmuring against Moses; he had 
pardoned their wish of stoning Joshua and Caleb, 
for opposing the wishes of the people ; he had for- 
given also their worshipping the golden calf, but 
he could not pardon their unbelief. They were 
unbelievers, and, therefore, they could not enter 
into rest. Let us Christians, therefore, fear, lest a 
promise being left us of entering into rest, any of 
us should fall short of it by unbelief. Unbelief is 
the greatest of all sins, it is sinning against the 
Gospel. It is the sin against the Holy Ghost, 
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which cannot be forgiven in this world, neither in 
the world to come. But a love of God, and faith 
in his Son Jesus Christ, will enable us to overcome 
all things, and will carry us to the promised land^ 
and place us there in safety. Although we be sur- 
rounded by numerous temptations, yet God will not 
suffer those who trust in him to be tempted above 
what they are able to bear ; for with the Lord, there 
is fullness of mercy, his tender ear is ever open to 
the cry of his children. 

The children of Israel present us with a warning 
example, which we ought to beware of. They 
did not believe they should be able to enter into the 
land of Canaan, although God had promised it 
them, and engaged to conduct them thither. The 
preaching of faith made no impression upon their 
minds. The inhabitants of Canaan seemed to them 
to be much too powerful, and they mistrusted the 
power of God and his promises. ** They had ao 
confidence in God," says the pious divine, who has 
written their wanderings, ''save merely what was 
visible, and they easily c#mprehended what the teft 
spies said to them, because it harmonized with their 
natural mode of thinking." Unbelief despairs in 
the hour of distress, because it has no hold nor 
support from the invisible world. The want of 
confidence in God, was the sole reason why the 
Israelites did not enter into the promised land. W^ 
are placed on the same footing with the Israelites ; 
faith is preached unto us, as well as it was unto 
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them. " The gospel of Christ, the glad tidings of 
the grace of God are preached to us. He that 
believeth hath eternal life, but he that believeth not 
shall not see life; for without faith, it is impossible 
to please Grod." 

Agnes' father was an attentive listener while her 
scholars read the history of the Israelites. He was no 
longer the drunken and unthinking, but the sober 
and the pious bricklayer. His intellect seemed to 
have improved with his conduct, for his remarks on 
some of the passages were both acute and sensible. 
Thus, wisdom gives understanding to the simple. 

Happy, happy Agnes, to have been the preserver 
of a parent ! What child would not wish to imitate 
this noble girl! There is field, alas! for many a 
daughter to do the same. May tliey take the 
amiable Agnes for their model, and like hers, their 
reward will be great ; a reward, far above rubies 
will be their portion. 

'< Your next lesson," said Agnes to her youthful 
scholars, ''which we shall begin to-morrow, will 
clearly point out to you the road that we ought to 
take. And as you have all been so attentive in the 
perusal of the history of the Israelites, I will now 
let you go and amuse yourselves in the garden, 
where each of you may cull a nosegay and take 
home with you, to show your friends how diligent 
you have been, and how much I am pleased with 
you all. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

" There is a Book, who ruDs may read. 
Which heavenly truth imparts ; 

And all the lore its scholars need. 
Pure eyes and Christian hearts.'* 



THE SCRIPTURES ARE THE WAY. 

''Come now, my dear little girls," said Agnes, 
** bring your stools, place them round the table, and 
read this lesson attentively; you are all equally 
interested in it. The four last lessons showed you 
the conduct of the children of Israel while they were 
wanderers in the wilderness. You have seen the 
cause of their wanderings, and why they were not 
permitted to enter the promised land. You have 
seen also, that it was not on account of their sins, 
for God forgave them all ; but it was because they 
did not believe the word of God. We are exactly 
at this very moment in the same situation as the 
Israelites were in the desert. The world is a wilder- 
ness to us all. We, like the ancient Israelites, are 
travelling towards the promised land. God is merci* 
ful to us, as he was unto the Israelites. He for- 
gave them their sins, and he will forgive us our sins; 
but in return for God's merciful forgiveness, we 
must believe his holy word. If we be obstinate as 
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the Israelites were, we shall never see the promised 
land, but shall, like them, die in the wilderness." 

"But, mistress,'' said the eldest of the girls, 
''the Israelites were more to blame than we are, 
for they saw the wonders that God wrought for 
them, and they distinctly heard his voice convers- 
ing with Moses." 

"And do we not daily see his wonders, my dear,' 
and daily hear his voice ? We see more, and hear 
more than ever the ancient Israelites did: for we 
have the full light of the gospel .shining upon us. 
The gospel is the word of God, and whoever re- 
fuses to believe the gospel, cannot enter into the 
promised land." 

" Is unbelief the greatest of all crimes ?" 

" It is, my dear girl," replied Agnes, " it is the 
worst crime that any one can commit. We are told 
that all sins' shall be forgiven unto men save the 
sin against the Holy Ghost." 

" But how, dear ma'am, can we force ourselves to 
believe V 

" Truth, my dear girl, does not lie hid at the 
bottom of a well, neither is it placed so high above 
the clouds that we cannot reach it. We have only 
to examine the string of evidence which lies open to 
every one's view. Were men to study thoroughly 
the Old and New Testament, and compare them 
together with humbleness and singleness of heart; 
there would not be such a being as an unbeliever 
in all this beautiful world. The lamb might then 
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play with the Hod, and the young child put its band 
upon the nest of the cockatrice. To convince you, 
my dear girls, that it is not light we want, so much 
as an inquiring mind, I will relate a conyersation 
which lately passed when I was present. I went to 
drink tea one evening with Mrs. Read, the wife of 
the rich and clever sugar-boiler of that name, and 
there I met a country schoolmaster. The conyer- 
sation happened to turn upon religion. Mr. Read 
said something which I did not hear, but whatever 
it was, it caused the schoolmaster to ask him if he 
had ever read Paley*s Moral Philosophy ? 

'' Read, said that he had. 

*' ' And did it not convince you V asked the 
schoolmaster. 

*' * It did not,' replied the other. 

« < Did you read it all through V 

'^ ' I did/ again said Read. * 

'''That appears to me very odd, for in Paley, 
there is so strong a body of evidence, that it strikes 
me with wonder how any one can resist it.' 

" ' Nay, to own the truth,' rejoined Read, ' I was 
quite a lad when I read Paley.' 

" ' And perhaps you have not looked into his 
writings since V 

*^ * I own it, I have been so much engaged in pub- 
lic affairs, that I have not had time to think of any 
thing else.' 

" Thus you see, my dear girls, that the concerns 
of this life occupy all our thoughts; we do not allow 
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ourselves time to prepare for a better. The briars 
and thorns we meet with in the wilderness, or if 
you like it better, the manna we gather there, pre- 
vent our looking forward to the promised land. 
But as you, my dear girls, may not understand the 
figurative manner in which I have expressed myself, 
in plain English, I must tell you that the wilderness 
is the world, the briars and thorns are the misfor- 
tunes of life, and the manna is the pleasures of the 
world. But were we to study our own interest, we 
would neither let the pleasures, nor the misfortunes 
of a single day, mar our views of ages of endless 
happiness : for surely this life, even to the longest 
liver, is but as a single moment, compared with 
eternity." 

** I hope," said one of the girls, " that I shall not 
care about the pleasures, nor misfortunes of the 
world." 

" Faith, my dear girl, will protect you as with a 
shield ; the true shield is the cross of Christ, from 
which, as from an impenetrable shield, every arrow 
will rebound. He that dreams of being safe with- 
out Christ, will meet with certain destruction. If 
you will diligently seek after the favour of God, 
you will have a friend both able and willing to pro- 
tect you, and this will sweeten to you all the plea- 
sures of life : for the favour of God is like the tower 
of David, builded for an armoury, on which hang 
a thousand bucklers, all shields of mighty men. 
And when you pray, my dear girls, you must beg 

H 
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of God to hear yoa for Christ's sake* God appoints 
this way of approach to him in compassion and lore 
to uSy that we may came boldly unto the throne of 
grcLCOf and throw all our ciure upon Christ, for he 
careth for us." 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

" The glorious sky, etnbracing all, 
Is like-tb^ Maker's love ; 
Wherewith eocompass'd, great and small 
In peace and order move." 



THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE. 

** You told us the other day, ma'am, that we ought 
to love all the world ; but surely we are not to love 
bad people ?" 

'' Yes, my dear girl, you must love even bad 
people. You must pity them, and try to make 
them better ; and that is called loving them. Hate 
sin, but love the sinner." 

'' But we need not love black people ? There is a 
black man that lodges next door to us> and I dis- 
like him because he is so ugly." 

*' Though he appear ugly to you, he may be very 
good ; no person is to be disliked for what he cannot 
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help. If his looks were to depend on himself, I 
dare say he would choose to be very handsome." 

« But you know, ma'am, that all black people 
are bad." 

" What, my dear girl, could have put such an 
idea into your head ? There are good people among 
the blacks as well as there are among the whites. 
The colour of the skin has no effect upon the 
heart." 

'' But are not the blacks the children of the wicked 
Cain, who killed his good brother Abel?" 

<M am inclined to believe it is the heat of their 
climate which produces that effect upon their skin, 
though the talented Doctor Lawrence thinks other- 
wise. I had a near relative who resided many years 
among the blacks in India, and he observed that 
those castes among them, who are most exposed to 
the climate^ are ever the most black. The Parias, 
for instance, who are the lowest caste of all, and 
do all the menial work of the country, consequently 
are more exposed to the heat than higher castes, 
they are all quite black ; and each caste, according 
as they are less exposed to the climate, are less dark ; 
and the higher classes, who never go out but in 
palanquins, are of an olive colour. From these re- 
marks of my relative, I am led to believe, that their 
hot climate is the sole cause of their colour." 

** I am glad," said the girl, '' that I was not 
bom in a hot climate, for I should not like to be 
black." 

u 2 
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'^ You have every reason to be thankful for hav- 
ing been bom in this climate for a more weighty 
reason than that of colour. The inhabitants of this 
happy Island have many privileges which the natives 
of barbarous climes are deprived of; and that of the 
noon-tide light of the gospel is by no means the 
least. Many of the poor benighted Indians sacrifice 
their lives to their false gods, while we, who know 
the true God, frequently neglect to bend the knee 
to him in worship! Those poor blacks, like the 
people of Nineveh and the Jews, will rise up in 
judgment against us ; for they implicitly obey their 
false god Vishnu, and, behold, a greater than 
Vishnu is here.'' 

** Poor people ! I am now very sorry for them, 
and I shall not dislike the blacks any more. But 
why don't they leave their nasty hot climate, and 
come to live in a cold country V 

** Poor people, my dear girl, cannot afford to leave 
their country. But do you know that very intense 
cold, and great heat, produce nearly similar effects 
upon the skin. Intense cold dries the skin and 
gives it a tawny or a brownish colour, according to 
the degree of intenseness. People who are born in 
very cold climates have much to endure which we, 
in our temperate clime, know nothing about. Here 
is a little Poem, written by a Laplander: read.it, 
and you will see how fortunate you are in being a 
native of this happy, happy land." 
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POEM, 

** With blue-cold nose and wrinkled brow,. 
Traveller, whence comest thou 1 
From Lapland woods, and hills of frost. 
By the rapid rein-deer crost ; 
Where, tapering, grows the gloomy fir. 
And the stunted juniper ; 
Where the wild hare and the crow 
Whiten in surrounding snow ; 
Where the shiveriug huntsmen tear 
His fur-coat from the grim white bear \ 
Where the wolf and arctic fox 
Prowl among the lonely rocks ; 
And tardy suns, to deserts drear 
Give days and nights of half a-year. 
From icy oceans, where the whales 
Toss in foam their lashing tails ; 
Where the snorting sea-horse shows 
His ivory teeth in grinning rows ; 
Where, tumbling in their seal-skin boat, 
Feazless the hungry fishers float, 
And from teeming seas supply 
The food their niggard plains deny.' 



i» 



'' So dreary an account of their clime, is calca- 
lated, I am sure, to give us a due sense of the 
benefits we enjoy in this happy land. Providence, 
you see, has been very kind to us ; should not we 
then be grateful for the blessings we enjoy, by doing 
all the good we can ?'' 

*' But, mistress, we are poor little girls, and can 
do no good to any one." 

'* No person is so lonely, or so insignifica^, but 
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that he can add to the comfort of some one or 
other. You, Lucy, have a mother that is very sickly ; 
you can add to her comfort in many little ways. 
You can make a little gruel for her when she is 
sicky and carry it to her bed-side. You can read to 
her, sometimes the Bible, and, at other times, an 
entertaining tale to amuse her. And as for you, 
Mary, you have two little sisters younger than your- 
self; you can help your mother to dress them, and 
you can be kind and attentive to them yourself, and 
that would make both yourself and them happy. 
And, as for you, Ann, as you have no mother, I 
hope you supply her place as well as you can. You 
can make a fire in the morning, get your father's 
breakfast ready, take care that it be hot and comfort- 
able, and, in short, do all you can to make your poor 
father happy. The more comfortable you make his 
home, the more he will like it, and the less he will 
seek for amusement abroad; so that the happier 
you make your father, the happier you yourself will 
be. Nothing is lost in this world, that is, nothing 
is annihilated : there is a remnant of every thing 
left which is productive of something else. The 
coals, for instance, which we bum, are not all con- 
sumed — for there remain ashes. The ashes spread 
upon the soil, cause it to be productive. Thus, 
there is a sort of reproductive chain running through 
all the works of nature. Seek, therefore, my dear 
girls, to be useful to your friends and fellow-crea- 
tures, and, be well assured, that the more you sow 
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the more you will reap, and the more good yoa do 
the happier you will be. 

'' We would recommend every person to lay down 
rules for themseWes and rigidly abide by them. 
Were such a plan acted upon, good nature, good 
feeling, and charity, would increase among us." 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

" Again returns the day of lioly rest. 

Which, when He made the world, Jeho?ah l>Ie8t ; 
When, like His own, he bade our labours cease, 
Aod all be piety, and aU be peace." 



THE SABBATH. 

When Agnes had assembled all hter scholars on a 
Monday moroing^ she addressed them as follows : — 
*^ I hav^ bqard that some of you spend your Sun- 
d^y9 idly in the country, instead of going to church. 
Il^m^mbe^, i^y dear girls, that if you forsake God, 
God will forsake you : a^d then what will become 
of you, if ypu be without God in the world ? 

The assembling of ourselves together upon the 
^rft day of the week for the purpose of public wofi- 
ship and religious lAStruction, is a law of Divine 
appoiptment. And what a blesf ing this day of rest 
is tp the poQf Ij^bourers! Yet» it is much to be 
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feared that they do not all make that use of it which 
they ought. The Sabbath was intended as a day of 
rest and of thanksgiving. But how do most of the 
labouring classes of this town give thanks for this 
day of rest ? Do they assemble themselves in the 
house of God, or do they meet in crowds to blas- 
pheme his holy name, to disobey his commands, to 
drown in riot his holy day, and to disBgure by in- 
toxication the image of their Maker, putting them- 
selves on a level with the beasts of the field ? 

'' Is this a just return for the day of rest, and 
is our Creator to be disobeyed with impunity? 
Although the Almighty is slow to anger and of great 
mercy, yet he is also of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity. Therefore, though he may bear long with 
those who dishonour the Sabbath, yet their punish- 
ment, unless they repent, will be sure and certain. 
Let me advise you, then j my little girls, never to ab- 
sent yourselves from church. 

" The Sabbath, you know, was given by Grod to 
the ancient Israelites as a sign that they were his 
people. * Ye that are my chosen people,* said God, 
' shall keep my Sabbaths.' The Sabbath was then 
kept on the seventh day of the week, because God 
rested on that day from all his works ; but after the 
resurrection of Christ it was changed from the 
seventh to the first day of the week, because Christ 
rose from the dead on that day. 

*' The ancient Israelites were such strict obser- 
vers of the Sabbath, that they, in the Maccabean 
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wars, suffered a thousand of their number to be 
slain, rather than fight in their own defence on that 
day. A respect for the Sabbath, is just as binding 
on the Christian as it was on the Israelites. I trust 
then, my dear little girls, that after this day, I shall 
never again hear of your spending the Sabbath in 
the country, instead of in the house of God. The 
holy Scriptures require of us to assemble ourselves 
together, and exhort us to it as a great means of 
strengthening our love to God and man. The 
practice of all holy persons, from the time when 
men began to call upon the name of the Lord, and 
the example of our Lord and his disciples, gives us 
sufficient scriptural authority for the practice of 
public worship. The constant return of the weekly 
Sabbath keeps alive those impressions of religion 
which the cares, and business, and distractions of 
this world would wear away. 

'^ The reading and preaching of God's holy word 
being joined with public worship, the young, the 
poor, and the ignorant have, by this means, an op- 
portunity of acquiring religious instruction. The 
beneficial effects of this cannot easily be estimated. 

" I by no means wish to prevent you from taking 
a quiet country walk on a Sunday evening after the 
church service is over : what I find fault with you is, 
the neglecting to go to church, and spending the 
whole day in the country. But as you now pro- 
mise never to act so foolishly again, I will give you 
a lesson to read which will teach you how to get 
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wisdom, and after which, you sbali have a very 
pretty story about a Magic Ring, and then another 
pretty story on Equality." 

** Oh, thank you, ma'am," cried several of the 
scholars, ** we shall be so glad to get wisdom, in 
order that we may never again do foolish things. 
Saying so, they took their books and read the fol- 
lowing lessons very attentively. 



»' 



CHAPTER XXX. 

" To righteous men, the righteous Lord 
His blessiog will e;cteiid ; 
And with His favour all His saints 
As with a shield defend.*' 



HOW TO GET WISDOM. 

How is a young man to acquire wisdom, and where- 
withal shall he get understanding? The fear of 
the Lord, that is wisdom, and to keep his command- 
ments, that is understanding. 

** Thus you see, yQung people," said Agnes, " how 
you are to acquire both wisdom and upderstanding. 
The perusal of the Bible will teach you all that is 
requisite to know, and if you will study it atten- 
tively, it will make you wise unto salvation. The 
Scriptures are plain and explicit; they teach us, that 
whospever sows little shall reap little, for man shall 
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be rewarded accoidio^ to his works. We ought 
therefore to govern our lives with all care; to 
keep a strict watch over ourselves by frequent ex- 
amination ; to seek to restrain ourselves from com- 
mitting the least sin ; for all our actions shall be 
exposed to public view, and made known at the 
last day to the whole world : and we ought to em- 
ploy all the talents that have been intrusted to us ; 
• and if we have but one single talent, it must be 
productive. None of our faculties are intended to 
lie dormant. We must work while it is day, in 
order to obtain the favour and acceptance of our 
Judge. As effect naturally follows cause, so moral 
works are the effects of faith : and to make a moral 
people, they must first be made a religious people ; 
for if the root be sound, so will be the branches. 

*' One source of evil was some years ago removed 
from the subject in the abolition of the state lottery. 
We ardently wish that the wisdom of the legisla- 
ture would take into consideration those fruitful 
sources of immorality and improvident waste of the 
poor man's health, of his money, and of his cha- 
racter, in those gaudy gin-shops, which now begin 
to rear their painted fronts in almost every street. 
We never pass one of them without thinking of 
Christ's remark to the Scribes and Pharisees: 
' They are like whited sepulchres, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward, but within, are full of 
dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.' 

** It is the duty, it is the interest of a government 
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to seek to make its subjects comfortable and happy. 
The better the subject, the better will the sovereign 
be served. A religious education, by inculcating 
habitual temperance and sobriety, would go further 
to benefit the working classes than ever the Poor 
Laws have done ; and were a law to be made pro- 
hibiting every poor man from drinking beer out of 
his own house, the Poor Laws might in that case 
become obsolete, for every man might then live upon i 
his own earnings. It is a fact which cannot be 
controverted, that a man*s greatest enemy lies in 
his own bosom, and were he to study his true in- 
terest, poverty and crime would be banished from 
the land." 

^* And who is that enemy ?" asked one. of the 
girls. 

'' A man's own heart, my dear," said Agnes ; 
'' were he to study himself, and the sacred Scrip- 
tures at the same time, his walk through life would 
be smoother and more prosperous. People err be- 
cause they are not acquainted with themselves, nor 
with the holy Scriptures that give wisdom unto the 
simple." 

" I read my Bible every day," said Ann, " but 
there is a great deal that I do not understand." 

" There are some parts certainly," replied Agnes* 
'< that are hard to comprehend ; but they relate to 
the customs and manners of the ancient Jews, which 
simple people as we are cannot be supposed to 
understand, nor is it requisite. All that we are in- 
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terested in, is very plain, and easily understood. 
Our duty towards God, to our neighbour, and to 
ourselves, is written in plain characters; and the 
road to heaven clearly pointed out, even more 
.plainly than the finger on a sign post. In journey- 
ing to any particular place, we have frequently to 
go many miles, before we meet with any guide to 
direct us, or put us into the right path. But in our 
road to heaven, every step is plainly and clearly 
pointed out to us. And not only is the road we 
must take pointed out, but also the road we must 
avoid : so that, those who miss their way, the fault 
will be entirely their own. 

" The direct road to heaven is by Christ, and we 
are to add to our faith, virtue, to virtue, knowledge, 
to knowledge, brotherly kindness, to brotherly kind- 
ness, charity.*' 

** You told me the other day," said Ann, *' that 
unless I believed in Christ, I never could go to 
heaven ; but if that is the case, what will become of 
all the people who lived before the birth of Christ V 

"The ancient Jews, my dear girl, trusted in a 
promised Christ, as much as we do in a crucified 
Christ. They all fed upon the Spiritual Rock 
which followed them, and that rock was Christ. 
So that those who believed in him before his birth, 
will be saved by his atonement equally the same as 
those who believe in him now." 

<' Will God judge all mankind at the last day?" 
asked Ann. 
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" No, my dear, God the Father will judge no 
man. God has committed all judgment to the 
Son." 
" I am very glad of that." 
'< Why, my dear, are yon glad of it?" adced 
Agnes. 

<* Because in reading his life, I find he was always 
so kind, so mild, so merciful, and so charitable, 
that I would rather be judged by Christ than by 
any other ; for I am sure he will be very merciful 
to us all." 

** I think so too, my dear. And that considera- 
tion, instead of causing you to relax in your watch- 
fulness over yourself, ought to make you redouble 
your diligence to please so kind and mild a judge." 
^< Yes, mistress, and so I intend to do." 
** You know, I suppose, that you will be judged 
in three things: your thoughts, your words, and 
your actions. You must therefore, my dear girl, be 
particularly careful to keep a watch upon your 
thoughts.'* 

** How will Christ judge those who do not believe 
in him ?" 

"Ah! my dear girl! it will be very sad for 
those, who do not believe in his name. Without 
doubt, he must condemn them ; for although Christ 
be a merciful judge, he at the same time of necessity 
must be just. How thep can they expect mercy, 
who never have implored his grace, nor approached 
their Creator in the name of Christ ? Let me ad- 
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vise yon then, ihy good little girls, to cling to Him 
as your best, your surest, and only friend. Press 
forward ; be in earnest in seeking his friendship, and 
he will most assuredly save you when He comes to 
judge the world." 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

** 'MoDg these there was a poIiticiaD, 
With more heads than a beast in vision, 
So politic, as if one eye 
Upon the other were a spy. 
That, to trepan the one to think 
The other blind, both strove to blink ; 
And in his dark pragmatic way 
As busy as a child. at play/' 



EMULATION, OR THE MAGIC RING. 

Ahmed Dundiah, prime minister of one of the 
Moorish princes of India, had a ring, the virtues 
of which were said, to bestow upon the wearer every 
virtuous feeling of the heart. Ahmed himself wore 
this ring, and on no occasion did he ever part with it, 
or take it from his finger for a single moment. He 
had three sons, whom he loved most tenderly, and 
when he got old and found his end approaching, he 
was much distressed and puzzled, which of his three 
sons to leave the ring to, as he loved them all equally 
well. After thinking a long time, he at last sent for 
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a jeweller, ihowed him tbe ring in quectiop, aod 
deaiied him to make him two exactly like it. The 
jeweller executed the work so well, that the two he 
made could not be dislinguished from the original. 
Ahmed, feeling himself near his end, called each of 
his sons separately to his bed-side, and addressed 
each as follows. " This ring, my son, (placing it on 
the finger of his first bora) is the most precious gift 
in my possession ; to thee 1 bequeath it, it will en- 
dow you with every virtue, and free you from every 
vice ; for whenever you feel disposed to do any thing 
wrong, look at the ring, and instantly every evil 
thought will vanish. Wear then, my boo, this preci- 
ous talisman for my sake, and never part with it un- 
til, like your father, you are about to quit the world ; 
then, like him, leave it to the most deserving of your 

The second son was then admitted to a private 
interview with his father, and received a ring as the 
eldest had done : the virtues of which were equally 
lauded and extolled, and the young man left his 
father's presence, rejoicing that he was accounted by 
his father worthy to receive the magic ring. 

The youngest son was next called to his father's 

bed-side, to whom he also gave a ring with the same 

»i.nMailnna t)«ii ije had gjven to the two eldest sons, 

; man, that as long as he was in 

ing, he would be the most virtuous 

and after his death, each son ima- 
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gined that he alone was in possession of the magic 
ring, each therefore became worthy and virtuous. 
But upon discovering that they had all a ring, they 
tried to find out which of them bad got the magic 
one. The magicians were applied to, but none of 
them could distinguish the difference, nor could they 
devise any expedient whereby to ascertain the fact. 
At last an old venerable looking man approached 
the assembly of the magicians and three brothers, 
saying, " There is only one way whereby the real 
possessor of the true ring can be ascertained f he 
who shall live the most virtuous life, he alone must 
be the possessor of the original ring. The three 
brothers, each and all being anxious to be thought 
the rightful possessor of the ring, emulated each 
other in virtuous actions, and were all so good, 
that it never could be ascertained which of the bro- 
thers had the magic ring. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

" See the sun, the moon, and 8t^» 
Are they all upon a par 1 
Or the fishes in the sea 
Are they on equality." 



EQUALITY. 

One day that Daniel Sharp, and some other labour- 
ing men were mending the roads, a fine carriage 

I 
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drove by them. ** What right/' said Daniel Sharp* 

*' have those people to ride lo a carriage more than 

we have ? AH men are equal." 

" ril tell you what right they have," replied Wil«- 

liam Sageman, '* They have the means of doing it ; 

and having the means, they therefore have the right." 
*^ I dare say," rejoined the other, '* they are not 

better than ourselves. I do not see, therefore, that 

they should be better off in the world than we 

are." 

*^ It is not for us to judge of others," said Sage- 
man; " if we all had our deserts, none of us would 

be here, for we are all sinners," 

** That I do not deny," returned Sharp, '* I only 
contend that it is unfair for one man to ride in a 
carriage, and have every thing that he can set his 
heart upon, while another man is often without bread 
to eat." 

*' Why should we expect man alone to be an ex- 
ception to the general law of nature ? Look up to 
the heavens ; the stars there are not all the same 
size, neither are they all equally bright. There is 
no equality either on the surface of the earth, for it 
is composed of mountains, hills, valleys, and plains. 
Nor is there equality among the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the air, nor the fishes of the sea; nay, 
more, there is no equality among creatures of the same 
species. See the ant : the same distinctions are 
maintained in her earthy hillock as in the most 
stately monarchy." 
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Sharp and the other men laughed; saying, " Nay, 
Sageman, we are not quite such fools as to believe 
that." 

Sageman maintained that what he said was a fact ; 
that he himself, in company with several others, had 
examined the nest of the white ant, and no monarch 
in the universe could be more fastidious in support- 
ing the regular gradations of rank in his court, than 
the queen ant in her earthy hillock. 

The queen ant is about four inches in length, of 
a proportional thickness ; her cell is in the centre of 
the hillock, and is exclusively her own apartment. 
And it is surrounded by several smaller cells which 
are inhabited by her courtiers, that are in size not 
larger than a common fly. A third row of cells are 
for the accommodation of the fighting ant, and the 
outer row is inhabited by the working ant. The 
queen ant was taken, preserved in spirits, and is now 
in the possession of Captain Beaufort, of the royal 
navy. 

** I did not know before, that the ant had so much 
pride,*' said Sharp. 

** Why, as to the matter of that," replied the 
other, ** you. Sharp, showed just as much in envy- 
ing the people that rode past us in the carriage. 
For my own part," continued Sageman, *' I am per- 
fectly content to be what I am. Were we all noble- 
men, who would mend the roads ? or were we all 
labourers, who would defend us from the foreign 

foe, or even from ourselves ? Were there no govern- 

i2 
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ment, nor magistrates appointed to administer 
justice between man and man, what would become 
of us ? The weak would then become the prey of 
the strong.'* 

*' You are right, Sageman," said old Thomas 
Gray; *'we ought all to be content, for we have it in 
our power to be what the first duke of the land 
might be proud of.*' 

*^ And what may that be V asked Sharp. 
'' Honest men," replied the other. 
** True,*' rejoined Sageman, '* for an honest man 
is the noblest work of God. On walking through 
Westminster Abbey one day, and reading the epi- 
taphs on the tomb-stones there, none pleased me so 
much, nor appeared to me so grand, as the simple 
one on the tombstone of the duke of Argyle — ' John 
Duke of Argyle, an honest man.'" 

" The great Napoleon," said Gray, " could claim 
no such high-sounding title! What though we 
are poor, bur birth humble, our connexions mean, 
and perhaps despised by those who call themselves 
great; what then, I ask? While we continue to 
be honest men, we are equal to the first nobleman 
of the land ; nay, we are his superiors if he be not, 
like us, an honest man ; for it is worth only, that 
gives- true superiority." 

While the road- menders were yet conversing, the 
same carriage returned, but at a slower pace, and 
when it came to where the men were, it stopped, 
when a young lady, with the sweetest voice imagi- 
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nable, asked them, if they could direct her to any 
place where she could procure a little water, as her 
mother had fainted in the carriage, and she thought 
that a little water might revive her. 

Sageman, who never drank beer, and who was in 
the habit of taking as a beverage after his meals a 
little whiskey and water, had that day brought his 
dinner with him, being far from home ; he instantly 
poured some of his dinner beverage into a horn mug, 
and presented it to the young lady, who, with his 
assistance, poured some of it down her mother's 
throat, which in a few minutes restored her to ani- 
mation. 

When the carriage was gone, Sageman asked 
Sharp, whether he was willing to change conditions 
with the invalid they had just seen, or continue a 
road-mender? 

**l believe after all," said Sharp, <<that I am 
happier as I am. A stout stomach in a whole skin 
is no bad inheritance." 

''You see, then," said Sageman, ''that the rich 
are not exempt from trouble any more than the 
poor. Nay, perhaps they may have more than we 
have ; for had the lady we have just seen been your 
wife or my wife, her nerves would have been braced, 
by wholesome exercise, and she might then haye 
escaped the malady which seems to be hurrying her 
to the grave." 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

" How shall the young preserve their ways 
From all pollution free ? 
By making still their course of life 
With Thy commands agree." 



WHAT CONSTITUTES HONESTY. 

'^ In our last lesson, we read, that an honest man ts 
the noblest work of God. Now, my dear girls, can 
you tell me what are the virtues which constitute an 
honest man V* 

<* Yes, mistress,'' said one of the girls, "it is to 
take nothing that is not our own ; to give just 
weight and measure in all we sell, and to pay our 
debts honestly." 

'^ All right ; but more, my dear girl, than all these 
are required to make an honest man.'* 

** What else, mistress ?" asked the girl. 

*<We must be honest in our words as well as in 
our dealings. A liar, for instance, could not be 
called an honest man, nor can any person be called 
honest who is not virtuous." 

" What is virtue ?" asked Ann. 

*' Virtue consists in doing good to mankind in 
obedience to the will of Grod, and was divided by 
moralists into benevolence, prudence, temperance. 
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and fortitude. These are called the four cardinal 
virtues. But we now divide virtue into duties ; as 
piety, reverence, resignation, and gratitude towards 
God. Justice, charity, fidelity towards men, and 
chastity, sobriety, temperance, and preservation of 
health towards ourselves. All these, my dear girl/' 
said Agnes, ''are required, to be an honest man." 
''But no man, ma*am, can have all these virtues." 
" If he have not it must be his own fault ; for 
they are all at his command, if he choose to seek 
after them. It is said, that man is a bundle of 
habits; if so, were he in early life to have all his 
faculties put into a right train, and his pursuits di- 
rected towards whatever is conformable to the will 
of his Creator, man would be a different being from 
what he now is ; he would then take a delight in 
doing good, instead of doing mischief, and the idle 
school-boy would then rather mend a window than 
break one. You see then, girls, how useful it is to 
accustom ourselves to do at all times what is right, 
and habit will make us love to do so. Virtue not 
only makes us happy here, but it is the only thing 
that can make us happy hereafter. The more good 
we do while we live in this world, the happier we 
shall be hereafter. We are placed in this world to 
make preparation for another, and if we neglect to 
do so, we shall not only miss being received into 
the promised land, but we shall be punished for our 
disobedience ; for the Scriptures assure us, that the 
servant who knew his lord's will, and did it not, 
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shall be beaten with many stripes. Suppose, Ana^ 
when your father returns to his dinner to-day, he 
were to find no dinner prepared for him, and no 
fire to dress it with. Don't you think that your 
father would have cause to be dissatisfied with 
you?" 

*^ I should be very wicked indeed, were I to neg- 
lect my poor dear father, who works hard for me all 
day long." 

"And besides, not preparing his dinner for him, 
you were to break all the furniture in the house, 
and not leave him a single chair to sit upon, don't 
you think that he would then have cause to be more 
angry?" 

*' Oh, certainly ! but I should be worse than mad 
were I to act so." 

" And yet, my dear girl, we neglect to do our 
Heavenly Father's will, and break his command- 
ments every day of our lives." 

" But we do not disobey God wilfully, but only 
for the want of thinking." 

"Were you to neglect to prepare your father's 
dinner, you might not neglect it wilfully, but merely 
for want of thinking of it ; yet, would that, do you 
think, cause your father to be less angry with you?'^ 

" Perhaps not." 

" In either case, there is no excuse for us ; — we 
have our Heavenly Father's commands always before 
us, and if we do not read, and attend to his pre- 
cepts, the fault 18 our own. — But come, take now 
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your work, and if you are very diligent, you shall 
read to-morrow about Sir Ralph the Rover." 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

" Alas ! I touch the awful brink : 
From nature's veige impelPd, I sink. 
And gloomy darkness wraps me round, 
And constant at my board is found." 



RETRIBUTION. 

Sir Ralph the Rover was a very brave man, and 
had he been carefully instructed, and his active 
energies put into a right train, he would have been a 
great man, and might also have been a good one. 

He was of a very active mind, but as he had no 
laudable pursuit to employ his active powers, he 
exercised them in doing evil. He became a pirate, 
that is, a robber on the seas. Other accounts say 
that he was a Dutch Admiral, but, whoever be was, 
he must have been a very, very wicked man. Most 
men, when they act wickedly, do so from some motive, 
but the wicked Sir Ralph did evil from the sole 
wish to do every thing that was bad. He tried to 
injure all the world, and the first person that suffer- 
ed from his wickedness was himself. 

The Scriptures say, ** the wicked shall fall into 
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the snares which they prepare for others." So hap- 
pened it with Sir Ralph. 

At the distance of about eleven miles from the 
promontory called the Red Head, in Forfarshire, 
there is a very dangerous reef of rocks, called the 
Inchcape, which measures about four hundred and 
twenty-seven feet in length, and two hundred feet 
in breadth, and is twelve feet under water. This 
rock is one of the most dangerous that is to be met 
with on the coast of Great Britain ; for, while it lies 
in one of the most frequented estuaries, or friths, in 
the kingdom, it is much lower in the water than 
any rock on which light-houses have been erected. 
The Bell-Rock, or Inchcape, was long considered 
as the chief obstruction to the navigation of that 
important estuary, the Frith of Forth ; and for ages, 
the want of some distinguishing mark to point out 
its place was lamented. At last, the Abbots of the 
monastery of Abberbrothock succeeded in fixing a 
bell upon it, in such a manner, that it was rung by 
the impulse of the sea, so as to warn mariners of 
their impending danger. Tradition says, that this 
apparatus was carried away by Sir Ralph the Rover, 
and that he himself was afterwards lost upon this 
rock with all his crew. The particulars are related 
in the following poetical tale. 

THE INCHCAPE ROCK. 

" No fttir in the air, no stir in the sea. 
The ship was still as she might be ; 
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Her sails from Heav'ii received no roodon, 
Her keel was steady in the ooeao. 

Without either sign, or sound of their shock. 
The waves flow'd over the Inchcape Rock ; 
So little they rose, so little they fell. 
That they did not move the Inchcape Bell. 

The Abbot and Monks of Abberbrothock, 
Had floated that bell on the Inchcape Rock; 
On the waves of the storm it floated and swung, 
And louder, and louder, it warning rung. 

Where the rock was hid by the tempest's swell. 
The mariners heard the warning bell ; 
And then they knew the perilous rock. 
And blessed the Priest of Abberbrothock. 

The sun, in heaven, shone so gay ; 

All things were joyful on that day ; 

The sea*birds scream'd, as they sported round. 

And there was pleasure in their sound. 

The float of the Inchcape Bell was seen, 
A darker speck, on the ocean green; 
Sir Ralph the Rover, walk'd his deck. 
And he fii'd his eye on the darker speck. 

He felt the cheering power of spring. 
It made him whistle, it made him sing : 
His heart was mirthful, to excess, — 
But the Rover's mirth was wickedness. 

His eye was on the bell and float — 
Quoth he, ' My men, put out the boat, 
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And low me to the Inchcape Rock, 

And I'll plague the Priest of Abberbrothock.' 

The boat is lower'd, the boatmen row» 
And to the Inchcape Rock they go ; 
Sir Ralph bent over from the boat, 
And cut the warniog bell from the float. 

Down sunk the bell, with a gurgling sound, 
The bubbles rose, aod burst around ; 
Quoth Sir Ralph, ' The next that come to the rock 
Will not bless the Priest of Abberbrothock.' 

Sir Ralph the Rover, sailed away. 
He scoured the ^as for many a day ; 
And now grown rich, with plunder'd store. 
He steers his course to Scotland's shore. 

So thick a haze o'erspreads the sky. 
They could not see the sun on high ; 
The wind had blown a gale all day. 
At evening it had died away. 

On the deck the Rover takes his stand. 
So dark it is, they see no land ; " 

Quoth Sir Ralph, * It will be lighter soon. 
For there is the dawn of the rising moon.' 

' Canst hear,' said one, ' the breakers roar ; 
For yonder, methioks, should be the shore. 
Now, where we are, I cannot tell, 
But I wish we could hear the Inchcape bell.' 

They hear no souod, the swell is strong, 
Tho' the wind hath fallen they drift along ! 
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Till the vesael strikes wi(b a shivering shock, — 
Mercy! — it b the Inchcape Rock! 

Sir Ralph the Rover tore his hair ; 
He curs'd himself io his despair ; 
The waves rush in on every side, 
The ship is sinking beneath the tide. 

But even in his dying fear 
One dreadful sound could the Rover hear ; 
A sound, as if with the Inchcape Bell, 
The devil below was ringing bis knell." 

Poetical Hegiiter. 

** A very different conduct," said Agnes, " from 
that of Sir Ralph the Rover, was observed by Louis 
the Fourteenth, during the erection of the Eddy- 
stone Light- house." 

** What was that, ma'am ?" asked one of her 
scholars. 

" On a rock," replied Agnes, "at the entrance of 
Plymouth Sounds, about nine miles from land, stands 
this celebrated light-house. The many fatal ac- 
cidents which have happened from ships running 
upon these dreadful rocks, urged the necessity of 
erecting a light-house on the spot; and, accord- 
ingly, in 1696, one was undertaken to be built by 
Mr. Winstanley. In a dreadful tempest, this light- 
house was blown down, and all those that were in 
it perished. Another was immediately erected, 
which, in December, 1755, took fire and was 
destroyed. The present building was constructed 
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by Mr. SmeatOD, in 1774. Connected with the 
building of tbe light-house, Mr. Smeaton relates the 
following anecdote. — Louis the Fourteenth being 
at war with England, during the erection of this 
building, a French privateer took the men at work 
upon the Eddystone rock, together with their tools, 
and carried them to France; and the Captain was 
in expectation of a reward for the achievement. 
While the captives lay in prison, the transaction 
reached the ears of the monarch : he immediately 
ordered them to be released, and the captors to be 
put in their places ; declaring, that though he was 
at war with England, he was not at war with 
mankind. He, therefore, directed the men to be 
sent back to their work, with presents ; observing, 
that the Eddystone light-house was so situated, as 
to be of equal service to all nations having occasion 
to navigate the channel between England and 
France. 

'' All Louis the Fourteenth's conquests were in- 
ferior to this single trait, and it was more precious 
in the sight of his Heavenly Father ; for no life is 
pleasing to God but that which is useful to man. 
The love of God, and love of man, are so intimately 
connected, that they cannot be separated. If we 
love our Creator truly, we shall love our neighbour 
also.'' 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

<* Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he 
is old he will not depart from it." 



MILD TREATMENT IN YOUTH ADVANTAGEOUS. 

** Come, now, my dear little girls/' said Agnes, 
'' this is a new day, so we must as usual begin it 
well, and I hope you will be all very attentive while 
I read a chapter in the New Testament to you, for, 
believe me, you are all equally interested in its 
contents.'* When Agnes had done reading and ex- 
plaining what she read to her scholars, she closed 
the book and said, — '* Here is a little Treatise on 
the management of children, take it, Ann, as you 
are the oldest here, and read one of the chapters to 
your companions." 

Ann took the book and read with a clear voice : — 
'' It has often been said that young people, who 
have a happy and peaceable home, generally turn 
out well. This is natural ; happiness will ever ne- 
gender good feeling, for it is according to the laws 
of nature that each thing shall produce its own true 
concomitant ; that good shall produce good things, 
and evil give birth to evil things < £very parent who 
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is aDxious for his children's present and future hap- 
piness, should seek to make their home peaceable 
and happy. Fortune is not required for this ; the 
poor man, by kindness and the inculcation of use- 
ful habits into his children, might accomplish it 
easily. 

*' It .is not learned harangues and set lessons 
that best instruct; nothing is wanted for children 
but to watch their little humours, and to nip the 
very first appearance of evil in the bud ; while, at 
the same time, every kindly affection ought to be 
shown towards them; and, by so doing, they grow 
up kind-hearted, without which, every other quality 
is thrown into the shade. 

" * Train up a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.' A 
corroborating proof of the benefits of mild treatment 
I lately heard, in a sermon, preached by the Rev. 
John Holt Simpson. A gentleman went, one day, 
to visit one of the common jails, and having been 
informed that there were a number of vagrant chil- 
dren, below the age of sixteen years, asked to see 
what might be supposed to be the child, having the 
worst, most obstinate, most depraved disposition ; 
accordingly a boy was brought forth, about the age 
of fourteen. The governor of the jail said to the 
gentleman, — ' I think that boy will be found a 
thorough adept in the art of vice, indeed, a com- 
pound of sin and villany ; I have used the tread- 
mill, and every other punishment which this place 
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affords, or my office allows; and yet all my en- 
deavours have been fruitless in bringing the boy to 
any sense of duty either towards his Grod, society, 
or himself/ Upon the boy's entering the room, he 
was much surprised at hearing the gentleman accost 
him in some such terms as these, — * Well, my little 
fellow ;' he had never, hitherto, been treated as a 
human being, or a fellow-creature, and, therefore, 
the circumstance is scarcely a matter of wonder, that 
he had no feelings in common with humanity ; it is 
scarcely a subject for astonishment that he should 
have Men from his own nature, and degraded him- 
self below the brute ; yet there were good feelings 
in the child, for, after some exhortation, the boy, to 
the astonishment of the governor, burst into tears, 
being sensible that his benefactor had only his 
good in view ; the boy's soul was softened, from the 
sympathy he beheld towards him; he gladly em- 
braced the offer of being put in a good way, and 
learned, from kindness, those duties which could 
never have been inculcated from the practice of 
severity." 

It is not alone sufficient to sow the seed, but the 
soil must be prepared to receive it. What sort of a 
harvest could a farmer expect, who neither ploughs 
nor harrows his land, but contents himself with 
throwing the seed upon the. hard surface of the 
ground ? And can any one imagine that children 
require less care in their culture than is necessary 
to bestow upon the fields ? 

K 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

'* From sprinn impure can limpid waters come 
Or fetiJ heros aeod forth a sweet perfume V 



THE devil's coppers. 



''Come now, my dear girls, aod read about a 
boiling spring, which has been discovered on the 
island of St. Christopher, in the West Indies." 

" A boiling spring I How is that, mistress, is 
there a fire under itl" 

** There are many curious things in nature, my 
dear girls, which we know nothing about ; and they 
all serve to prove the wonderful works of their 
Maker. You have heard, I dare say, of the burn- 
ing mountains ; you have heard also that this great 
world was once destroyed by a Hood, on account of 
the wickedness of the people. Noah only, and his 
family were saved, because he was a good man ; 
and, therefore, God caused him to build an ark, or 
ship, to swim upon the waters.'* 

'' I hope so great a flood will never come again,'* 
said one of the girls, " for I should not like to be 
drowned." 

*' You need not be afraid of that," said Agnes, 
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** for God promised that he would never send 
another flood upon the earth, and to convince us of 
this, he placed the rainbow in the clouds as a token 
to us. But you know, I suppose, that this great 
world will be destroyed by fire : and we see the ele- 
ment that is to consume it, bursting out in several 
different parts of the world : in the coldest climate 
as well as in the hottest. Which proves the power 
of the Almighty. He can cause fire to issue from 
the frozen icicle.'' 

'< Oh, mistress ! is that true V 

<< Very true, my dear girls ; the burning mountain 
of Mount Hecla, is surrounded by everlasting snow 
and ice. But let us proceed with the boiling spring. 
The spring in question is called the Devil's Coppers. 
The water is of a muddy colour, and rises within 
twelve inches of the surface of the earth, boiling 
fiercer than a sugar copper, and sending up strong 
clouds of steam into the air. No kind of grass will 
grow within twelve yards of these springs, the soil 
being wholly sulphurous, and so excessively hot, 
that the travellers found it warm through very thick 
shoes, which they had brought on purpose for the 
expedition. A negro in company was much 
frightened at the sight of these springs, and could 
not be dissuaded from believing that Jumbu, the 
devil, had his residence under them." 

" I am so glad," said one of the girls, *' that I 
do not live in a country where there are burning 

k2 
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mountains, boiling springs, and lions, tigers, and 
serpents." 

'^ You have every reason indeed to be thankful, 
that you are not an inhabitant of a country where 
those dangerous animals are met with. The dancing- 
snakes of India are very venomous, and are very 
fond of music. When a house happens to be in- 
fested with these snakes, the musicians are sent 
for ; who, by playing on a flageolet, find out their 
hiding-places, and charm them to destruction : for 
no sooner do the snakes hear the music, than they 
come from their retreat, and are easily taken. They 
appear much delighted with the music, and keep 
time by a graceful motion of the head, and following 
the music with gentle curves, like the undulating 
lines of a swan's neck : and when the music ceases 
the snakes appear motionless ; and if not imme- 
diately covered up in a basket, the musicians are 
liable to fatal accidents. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

** Praise the God of our salvation. 
Hosts on hieh His power proclaim ; 
Heaven ana earth, and all creation, 
Laud and magnify His name." 



THE USE OF SACRIFICES. 

After one of the girls had finished reading a chapter 
in the New Testament, which was the daily practice 
of Agnes's scholars to do, she said, ** If you please, 
mistress, to allow me to read another chapter in the 
Bible, I would prefer it to any other book." 

** Certainly, my dear, and I am very glad to find 
that you like the Bible so much.'' 

'* I like it because I find only two sorts of people 
there, the good and the bad ; but in other books, 
there are so many different sects, that I do not know 
what to make of them.*' 

** You are perfectly right, my dear girl. The dif- 
ferent sects which religion is divided into, does the 
cause of truth a vast deal of injury. There is only 
one way of worshipping God, and that is in spirit 
and in tru^. But take your book, my dear, and 
read." 

The girl took the Bible and read the twenty-second 
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chapter of Genesis ; and when she closed the book, 
she said, '' was it not very odd that Abraham was 
commanded to sacrifice his son V 

*^ It was only to try him, my dear ; you find that 
when he was going to do so, God called to him to do 
his son no harm. And this circumstance shows, that 
we ought to be ready to part with whatever is dear 
to us, for the love of God. If it be our duty to 
obey our earthly father, it is certainly far more bind- 
ing on us to obey our heavenly Father/' 

*' But, mistress," again asked the girl, ** why 
were sacrifices established ? Surely the blood of a 
bullock, or of a sheep, or of a lamb, could be of no 
use.'' 

'* True, my dear, they were certainly of no real 
use, because they never could take away sin. But 
God established them as a type, as a token, that he 
would send Christ to shed his blood for us. You 
know, there are a great many things done for form's 
sake that there is no real use in, further than making 
the contract binding. For instance, when a farmer 
takes a lease of land at what is called a renewal 
fine of a barley-corn. A barley-corn, you know, can 
be of no use to the landlord nor to any one else ; 
yet if the tenant neglect to renew his lease by pay* 
ing the stipulated fine, he invariably loses the farm. 
The payment of a barley-corn at the expiration of a 
lease is intended to remind the tenant that the land 
is not his own : just so the sacrifices of beasts, they 
were intended to remind man that he is not his own» 
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that certain d uties are required of him ; he was there- 
fore commanded to offer sacrifices until Christ came.'' 
'' And is that why there are no sacrifices now?" 
** Certainly3 when that which is perfect is come, 
than that which was imperfect must be done away. 
Christ offered himself once for us ; the offering was 
so complete that God said, ^ Let no more sacrifices 
for sin be offered on my altars/ And, therefore, 
were we to offer sacrifices now, it would be as 
wicked in us, as it would have been formerly not to 
have done it. The only sacrifice God requires of us 
now, is, obedience to his holy will. To obey is 
better than sacrifice. 

** You have read enough for to-day, my good 
girls," continued Agnes, *^ and our lessons for to- 
morrow, are the Force of Example, the Exercise of 
the Mind, and the Bad Mayor. — Go now and take 
your work, and you will all very soon be able to 
make and mend your own clothes, and those of your 
friends.'' 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

" Nature so plain tliu primal law displays. 
Each living creature sees it, and obeys ; 
Each form'd for all, promotes thro' private caie 
The public good, and justly tastes its share." 



THE FORCE OF EXAMPLE. 

Solomon says, ''Go to the ant, thou sluggard, con- 
sider her ways and be wise." It might convey just 
as useful a lesson to say, ** Go to the dog, thou un- 
faithful servant, and learn of it fidelity and truth." 
This honest animal never snarls at a friend, nor does 
he ever welcome a stranger with deceitful smiles. 
Truth and fidelity are the characteristics of the dog. 
What a happy world this would be, were all men 
possessed of this doggish property. By a kind of 
intuitive faculty, he soon learns to distinguish the 
friends of his master, and welcomes them to his 
dwelling. The passions of this honest creature are 
quick and strong ; he is equally alive to joy or grief. 
When his master leaves home, the dog seems dull 
and concerned ; but, on his return home, he skips 
about, and shows the greatest joy. He is tractable 
and complying, submits patiently to his master's 
resentment, and forgets all- his pains on being re- 
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stored to his favour. If his master be in danger, 
the faithful dog is the first to stand boldly forward 
in his defence, and will lose his life to save his 
master's ; and he is also the faithful guardian of the 
night, as well as of his master's waking hours. Yet 
the dog has nothing but instinct to guide him, while 
man, with his boasted reason, frequently falls short 
of the properties of the dog. This same sagacious 
animal is very sensible of mild treatment, and its 
temper is good, or bad, according to the treatment 
it receives : for if we take a general view of the 
nature and disposition of the dog, we shall find it 
materially afiected by the habits of those among 
whom it dwells; — vicious and ferocious among 
savage tribes, gentle and docile with those that are 
humane. So that its disposition is modified accord- 
ing to the example it sees. If, then, a dog be in- 
fluenced by the force of example and habit, how 
careful should parents and guardians be to set a 
good example before children, and cultivate in them 
virtuous and useful habits in early life, when the 
mind is docile and easily made to take the impres- 
sion. 

It is a fact, that every animal serves the end to 
which it was intended, except man. Man is the 
only rebel to the law of his nature : man, to whom 
so much is given, alone refuses to answer the end of 
his being ! 

The sun was made to rule the day, and the moon 
to rule the night; the herbs of the fields grow for 
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our subsistence, and the cattle on the mountains 
were made for our use ; they all serve the end for 
which thej were made. Does man? Man wa» 
made to be happy, and he would be so, were he to 
follow the law of his nature, and love his Creator, 
with all his heart, and all his soul ; and to love his 
neighbour as himself. On these two command* 
ments hang all the law and the prophets. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 

" Wise Plato said, the world with men was stor'd. 
That succour each to other might afford ; 
Nor that those succours to one sort confin'd. 
But several parts to several men consigned ; 
He that of his own stores no part can give. 
May with his counsel, or his nands, relieve." 



THE MIND MUST BE EXERCISED TO KEEP IT IN 

HEALTH. 

Can you tell me why the English are more superior 
than the inhabitants of other nations ? It is because, 
they have more industry. It is a truth which cannot 
be too often repeated, *' that every man can do more 
for himself than any one can do for him." An in- 
dustrious, diligent, and persevering character will 
make the most adverse circumstance turn in his 
favour ; while another of a slothful and indolent dis- 
position will make the brightest talents and pros- 
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pecto of no avail. Industry is required for the per- 
fecting of every undertaking ; and a habit of doing 
one's best on all occasions, will in the end lead to 
perfection. Industry is the characteristic of civi- 
liased nations, whereas, the inhabitants of all savage 
countries hate labour, and place all happiness in 
inaction ; and to this is owing their want of improve- 
ment. Hence, they resist knowledge, consequently 
can make no advancement in the scale of civiliza- 
tion. The native inhabitants of New Holland are 
still in the same savage state as when the first 
settlers visited the country. Every day are men 
and women to be seen in the streets of Sydney, 
naked as in the moment of their birth. In vain 
have the officers of the colony endeavoured to im- 
prove their condition ; they still persist in the en- 
joyment of their ecLse^ as they call it, and go naked, 
rather than be at the trouble of putting on a cloak, 
or a petticoat. The calls of hunger alone force them 
into action ; impelled by which, the savage starts 
from his habitual indolence, and snatching up his 
implements, hastens to the strand, gets into his 
canoe, and pushes off into deep water, to fish with 
hook and line. When he has obtained his booty, 
he throws the fish on the fire, and when he has 
eaten enough, he relapses into his habitual indolence 
until he is again brought into action by the calls of 
hunger. 

<« You see, my dear girls, in the conduct of these 
poor ignorant savages, the disadvantages of a lazy 
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and slothful turn of mind. The mind, like the 
body, must be exercised to keep it in a healthy 
state. Every thing will die if not kept in activity. 
Even the fire, if it be not stirred and poked occa- 
sionally, will not bum, but becomes cold and black 
before us." 

'* Whenever I feel inclined to be indolent," said 
one of the girls, ''I will look at the fire, poke 
it, and that will at once correct me of my lazy 
fit." 

" I am glad to find that it will serve you as a 
monitor." 

** What is a monitor, mistress?" 

''Any person or thing that reminds us of our 
faults, or duties." 

'< Then it is a good thing to have a monitor?" 

'' Certainly. It is a friend only that would take 
the trouble to tell us our faults, and, therefore, we 
ought to be very much obliged to those who do. 
King Solomon says, ' He that regardeth reproof shall 
be honoured, but poverty and shame shall be to him 
that refuseth instruction.' And we have seen the 
words of Solomon fully verified in the conduct of 
the New Hollanders. They refuse all instruction, and 
poverty and shame is therefore their portion. Sloth 
and indolence shorten life by bringing on diseases, 
such as lethargy, apoplexy, bilious complaints, head- 
ache, and a whole train of nervous diseases. But 
exercise imparts health and strength to the whole 
system It is a man's bounded duty to be care* 
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ful of his healthy and no virtuous man would neg- 
lect it. 

'' It is a certain fact, that the better the man, the 
longer will be his life ; for most of the young men 
that we see drop into an early grave, die of dissipa- 
tion : and besides, the good, we are told, are the pe- 
culiar care of Heaven. Grod gives his angels to 
watch over them and protect them from harm. I 
will now give you a story to read which will prove 
the truth of what I say ; and I believe you all know 
that long life is promised to those only who obey 
their parents — see the fifth commandment: * Honour 
thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be 
long in the land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee.' The duty of children to their parents was 
thought worthy, you find, to be made the subject of 
one of the commandments. Obedience to parents 
is also enjoined by Saint Paul in his Epistle to the 
Ephesians, ' Children, obey your parents in the 
Lord, for this is right/ The meaning of this is, that 
children are to obey their parents in every thing 
that is agreeable to the will of God. For instance, 
were a father, or a mother, to tell a child to steal or 
tell a lie, it is the duty of the child in that case, to 
disobey ; and because our Jirst duty is due to our 
heavenly Father, who is also our Creator and Pre- 
server. But come now, and read about a very, very 
good man." 

John Strange was kind hearted and obliging : 
his greatest pleasure was to do good, and his 
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greatest misery was, to see any one suffer. He was 
bom at Bideford, of a very respectable and ancient 
femily. When he was quite a boy, he experienced 
some very remarkable deliverances from imminent 
dangers, which seemed to indicate him bom for the 
good of his fellow-creatures. He fell one day from 
a craggy precipice of a tremendous height, without 
hurt: another time, an arrow strack him forcibly on 
the forehead, without any other consequence than 
leaving a mark : at another time a careless nursery 
maid left a candle so near his little bed, that it set 
fire to the curtains, and the flame had caught the 
child's night cap when he awoke, and leaped from 
the bed, throwing the night-cap from him. And 
when he was a child, he fell into a well, where he 
would have been drowned but for an old woman 
who was passing the well, and observing a piece of 
white cloth swimming on the surface of the water, 
stopped to take it up, and upon doing so, little 
Master Strange was, with his little white bib, res- 
cued from drowning. 

When he grew up, he was a merchant, and had 
a great many ships at sea, not one of which did he 
ever lose. The plague broke out in the town where 
he resided, the mayor ran away, and Mr. Strange, 
commiserating the suffering poor, took the office 
upon himself. He visited every infected house, took 
care to supply the needy with food and physic, saw 
the dead buried with decency, and did his utmost 
to mitigate their distresses, aud by his humane and 
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benevolent conduct, cleared the town of the dread- 
ful complaint. 

When he died, his townsmen raised a tomb- 
stone to his memory, on which was engraved the 
following : — 

*' John Strange, merchant of this town, whose 
sweetness of disposition, affability in discourse, up- 
rightness in commerce, fidelity in the magistracy, 
goodness of heart, liberality to the needy, bountiful- 
ness in hospitality, sincere love to God, and to all 
mankind; lived beloved, and died deservedly re- 
gretted. He is gone to enjoy that bliss that knows 
no end." 



CHAPTER XL. 



** Gttilt will be hid no more, 
My griefs take vent apace ; 
The criroes that blot my conscience o'er 
Flush crimson in my face." 



THE BAD MATOR. 

*' 1 WILL now tell you of another mayor, who was not 
so fortunate as the last, because he was not so 
good ; for good people frequently are rewarded here, 
as well as hereafter. Well, then, Bancroft was for 
some years one of the lord mayor's officers for the 
city of London, who, in the execution of his office,; 
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by mfonnation, mnd sommoiung the citizens upon 
the most trifling occasions, and for many things 
not belonging to his office, not only pillaging the 
poor, bat likewise many of the rich, who, rather 
than lose time in appearing before the magistrate, 
gave money to get rid of this common pest. By 
these and other vile practices, he so effectaally in- 
corred the hatred and ill-will of the citizens, that 
he never went ont withoat stones and mod being 
thrown at him. His large fortune, however, pro- 
cored him partisans, and by bribery, he was elected 
lord mayor. Upon which the citizens became so 
enraged, that they were going to drag him from the 
carriage. But they were saved this great sin, for 
the fellow was so poffed op with pride, that when 
the procession arrived at Guildhall, and that Ban- 
croft was descending from his fine gilt carriage, 
he slipped, fell, broke his neck, and died on the 
spot. The people were very glad to get rid of so 
bad a magistrate, but they were more glad, that 
they had no hand in his death. However bad and 
worthless a magistrate may be, it is not right in the 
citizen to rebel, nor to take the law into his own 
hands. If he should think himself unfairly treated, 
he has the privilege of appealing to a superior 
power. 

'^ Saint Paul says, ' Let every sool be subject to 
the higher power : for there is no power but of God ; 
the powers that be are ordained of God. Whoso- 
ever, therefore, resisteth the power, resisteth the 



THE RECLAIMED FAMILY* 145 

ordinance of God : and they that resist, shall re* 
ceive to themselves damnation.' 

'< And Saint Peter says, * Submit yourselves to 
every ordinance of man, for the Lord's sake; 
whether it be to the king as supreme, or unto go- 
vernors, as unto them that are sent by him for the 
punishment of evil-doers, and for the praise of them 
that do well. For so is the will of God, that with 
well-doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men/ Therefore, it is not the citizen's part 
to resist. He should either carrv his cause to a su- 
perior court, or leave the wicked magistrate to God, 
who will punish him in his own time and place. 
The citizen's duty is, to act decently and orderly. 
Thus, my dear children," said Agnes, ''you see 
plainly, that however prosperous vice may be for a 
time, yet in the end it is sure to be punished : and 
therefore, prosperous vice is a greater misfortune 
than all the distresses that could possibly befall a 
virtuous man. The virtuous in the midst of all their 
distresses, have a Friend to whom they can apply, 
but the wicked have no one to turn to in the day 
of need. The Lord is the good man's friend, his 
ear is ever open to his cry. He never sends the 
poor supplicant away, desiring him to call another 
time. No, God is ever ready to hear the humblest 
of his creatures. Another thing I must observe to 
you, that good and evil both produce their fellow ; 
that is, a wicked action will produce a wicked effect, 
and a good action will bring about a good conse* 

L 
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quence. That you may underatand this cleariy, 
you shall have a story to read about Peter Westby, 
the wicked boy. 

One eTeumgy this unhappy and wicked lad, 
meeting with some idle companions, at an ale- 
house, said to them, ^ Come, let us have a little 
fun ; let us go and break a few windows, it will 
be so amusing to frighten the people/ Accordingly 
off those wicked boys went to execute their vile in- 
tention, and, after they were tired of this work of 
mischief, they went home. The following day 
Peter Westby happened to pass one of the houses, 
the windows of which he had broken the night be- 
fore, at the very moment that a maid servant threw 
a piece of the broken glass into the street, which 
hit Westby on the cheek, cut him most severely, and 
it was many weeks before he recovered from the 
effects of this retributive accident. 

The mischiefs of drunkenness is manifold. Had 
that wicked lad been sober, he might, perhaps, not 
have broken the windows, and then his face would 
not have been cut. Drunkenness is expressly for- 
bidden by the Holy Scriptures; and, besides, its 
being contrary to a Christian life, it disqualifies a 
man for the duties of his calling; it occasions uneasi- 
ness to his friends, it impoverishes a poor man's 
family, and it shortens life. 

*' As we have seen so much mischief and misery 
occasioned by bad habits,'' said Agnes, ** read the 



TH£ RECLAIMED FAHILT. 147 

next chapter, on good and usefbl habits, and ob- 
serve their fniits." 

'^Yes, ma'am," said the girl, taking her book 
and reading the folfowing tessoo. 



CHAPTER XLI. 

*' Careful I'll be/ when young, that I may 
Live till my kairs are ficosty and gregp. 



THE ADVANTAGES OF I^'DUSTRIOUS HABITS. 

Frank Elger was an or[^an; he lost his father 
and mother, when he was quite a child, and was 
brought up in the parish poor*house; where he 
gained the love of the people belonging to the esta- 
blishment, by his docility and gentleness of dispo- 
sition. When he was old enough to choose a 
profession, he decided on being a sailor, and his 
first voyage was to India, as a cabin-boy. Though 
young, Frank Elger was very ingenious, and could 
make a great many pretty ornaments in paper^ 
which he sold to the Indians. The habit of industry 
which he acquired at school, was of the greatest 
service to him through life. He never could bear 
to be idle, his time was always employed, either in 
reading to improve his mind, or in making useful 
or ornamental articles for sale : which he readily 

l2 
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bartered for others that brought a higher price at 
home : so that on his return to England, he was no 
longer the poor orphan, but the wealthy cabin-boy. 
We do not mean to say that Frank Elger had a 
fortune ; no such thing, but, for a cabin-boy, he 
might have been considered rich. 

It must be owned, he did not make a bad use of 
his money ; on the contrary, he was very generous 
to some of the poor boys he had known in the poor- 
house, and he bestowed handsome presents upon all 
those who had been kind to him while he resided 
there : for a good action, or a kind word, was never 
lost upon Frank Elger. He continued his traffic 
between India and home, and, at the end of the 
third voyage, he had amassed a very considerable 
sum of money, and had risen from a cabin-boy, to 
be the third mate of the Indiaman. At last he rose, 
through the different steps, to get the command of 
the vessel : and this good fortune he owed entirely 
to his own good conduct. 

Do not suppose, good people, that Frank Elger 
lay on a bed of roses, or of down, while he passed 
through the different ranks belonging to his pro- 
fession. We can assure our readers he had many 
hardships to endure, and many difficulties to struggle 
with. But fortitude, perseverance, and prudence 
overcame them all. He profited much by making 
himself acquainted with the customs and manners 
of the different countries he visited . This knowledge, 
on several occasions, saved him from fraud and im- 
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position. On one of his voyages to India, his vessel 
was attacked by an enemy's privateer, and bravely 
repulsed by Frank and his ship's crew. But in the 
fray, he, and one of the mates were wounded 
severely, and, on their arrival in port, they were 
both carried on shore for the benefit of medical 
advice and change of air. Lodgings had been taken 
for them in the country, and there was a long hall, 
or gallery, between Frank's room and the apartment 
of his companion. One night, as the latter lay 
tumbling on his painful and restless bed, an old 
man, with a long white beard, entered his apart- 
ment, went up to his bed-side, and began to con- 
dole with him on the untoward accident he had 
met with, and hoped he was getting better. 

"Who the deuce are you," cried the wounded 
mate, " who so unceremoniously enter here at so 
unseasonable an hour? What is your object in 
coming hither ?" 

«* Humanity," replied the old man; "I am an 
itinerant physician, who understands the nature and 
effects of simples, and having heard of your case, 
came hither to cure you." 

" You might have taken a more seasonable hour 
to present yourself." 

" Relief to the sufferer, my son, can never come 
unseasonably." 

'' And what is the remedy you propose?" asked 
the invalid. 

** I must first be made acquainted with the state 
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of your mahdy before I can propose a specific 
remedy," answered the old man. '' Tell me, then, 
are you able to walk V* 

** Not in ihB least.'' 

" Nor to leaye your bed ?" 

** No." 

** And yoo have no nurse-tender, nor servant at 
band to attend you, though you are so ill V 

** My wound has not affected ray health ; I am 
quite well, though unable to walk, therefore do not 
require a nurse-tender.'' 

** You are quite sure you cannot move your limbs 
in the least V 

*^ Quite suTUi" 

'' That being the case, sir, you will not require 
these boots," putting a pair that were hanging on 
the wall into his bag, and every thing else in the 
room met the same fate ; and the fellow was be* 
ginning to take the bed-clothes from off the invalid, 
when he made an effort to prevent him» but he only 
half succeeded, for, being too weak from his long 
confinement to wrestle with the fellow, he succeeded 
in carrying off the quilt and Uankets^ the sheets only 
the invalid secured by rolling them round him. 

The fellow next paid a visit to Frank Elger's 
apartment, who, upon seeing him, demanded what 
he wanted, and was answered that he came to cure 
him of his lameness, and was beginning to put the 
same questions to Frank that he had done to his 
companiour^ Whether he was able to rise, &c.,&c. 
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But the sage Frank cut the fellow short, by saying : 
" If you do not leave this apartment instantly, I'll 
soon show you whether I am able to walk or not ; 
and, with all your swiftness, FU teach you that a 
white man can outrun an Indian, as well as knock 
him down at the same time." And, upon this, the 
fellow took himself off. 

Poor Frank was even in a more helpless state 
than his plundered companion ; he would, therefore, 
have shared the same fate, had his knowledge of the 
manners of the natives, and prudent foresight, not 
protected him. 

The story of Little Red Riding-Hood ought to be 
taught to every child. ** A wise man keepeth his 
own counsel, but a fool divulgeth the matter." 

** If you please, ma'am," said one of the girls, 
** to allow me to read the next lesson about the 
contented man, for I do love to hear and read about 
good and contented people." 

** Do, my dear," replied Agnes, ** reasonable re- 
quests are never refused ; and I am very glad to find 
that you are interested in the history of good 
people." 

The scholar having her mistress's permission, read 
as follows. 



152 



CHAPTER XLH. 



" Lofelj, kHlni^ peace of 
Sweet delight of hmnaa kind f 



HcaTcnly born, and hnd on 

To eroirn the forontes of tkt ikj. 
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THE C0STE9TED MAK. 

H0OB Graham was the only child of his fathtf and 
mother, and when he was aboat six years of age, 
his father said to his wife, ** As we are not likdy to 
have more children, we onght to be careful not to 
spoil the one we have. Let us try, then, to hit the just 
mediam between severity and OTer-fondness, Mrs. 
Grraham agreed in opinion with her husband, and 
discharged her duty faithfully as the instructress of 
her son. The first six or seyen years of a chfld's 
life are peculiarly the mother^s province, and they 
are perhaps the most precious years of its whole 
existence. Whatever is sown in early life, will be 
sure to take deeper root than if deferred to a later 
period. 

It may be said that many mothers are so ignorant 
as to be incapable of instructing their children, 
even at that early period, but surely every mother 
knows the difference between good and evil; it is 
therefore her duty to show her children a good ex- 
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ample; also, by kindness to cultivate the better 
feelings, and check by mild, but firm conduct, all 
tendency to obstinacy, indocility, ill-nature, or bad 
temper. 

When Hugh Graham grew up, he became a 
gardener, and was employed by a seedsman and 
market-gardener, in a village near town. One day, 
when he and his master sat down to dinner upon 
fresh eggs, the master could not eat his because 
they were overdone, he never could eat a hard egg 
he said ; but the contented Hugh Graham said, that 
he would make his sod with butter. Another day 
the eggs were under-done, and the master-gardener 
could not eat a soft boiled egg^ but Hugh Graham 
again said they would do very well for him. Hugh 
Graham became so great a favourite with his master, 
from his docility and gentleness of manner, that he 
gave him a piece of ground to cultivate for his own 
benefit. Hugh laid it out in asparagus, and it pro- 
mised a most plentiful harvest, but a late spring 
frost destroyed the whole bed. ** No matter," cried 
Hugh, " next year, perhaps, I may be more fortun- 
ate.'' One evening, when the soot fell into the pot and 
spoilt their supper, Hugh said , *^ What does it signify 
if we go supperless to bed, we shall have a better 
appetite for our breakfast to-morrow morning.'' 

On another occasion, the garden dog happened to 
tear the gown of his master's daughter, and she 
lamented bitterly for the loss of her new dress. 
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*^ I am really surprised," said Hugh, ** to see you so 
concerned about such a trifle, you who have more 
dresses to put on, what does it signify the loss of 
one? Look at that little kitten, how playful it is, 
although it has no dress at all. Hear also your 
little goldfinch, how merrily it sings, though it has 
a broken leg ; while you for a little fracture in yoor 
dress, lament as if you had lost a friend." 

** Would you not be sorry, were your new coat to 
be torn to pieces ?" 

'* I certainly would rather that it were not torn, 
but if it were, how could I help it ? How unwise it 
is then to lament for what cannot be helped." 

** Would you lament for the loss of a friend ?" 

'^ Yes, that I certainly should ; but a friend is a 
very different concern from that of an article of 
dress." 

** Then you love your friends better than your own 
interest ?" 

'< If you mean my clothes, I certainly do. I 
love my friends and relations dearly ; nothing else is 
worth caring for, and because none but relations 
or friends can inspire either love or friendship.-^ 
Friendship is a gift peculiar to man ; for no inferior 
creature is capable of feeling it. As the poet 
beautifully expresses it.***- 

** Friendship, peculiar booD of heaven. 
The noble mind's delight and pride. 
To men and angels only given, 
To all the other world denied. 
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Nor shall thine ardours oease to flow 
When souls to blissful climes remove ; 

What raised our virtue here below 
Shall aid our happiness above/ 



f* 



How grateful then ought man to be for this 
heavenly boon ; but like all the other gifts bestowed 
on us, we frequently make a bad use of it, and 
become flatterers instead of friends. But is there a 
single gift that we do not abuse? Our eye-sight, 
for instance, what a blessing is it to be able to see 
oor friends, and to witness the beauties of creation ; 
yet how often do we not turn this blessing into a 
curse, by coveting with our eye that which is not 
ours. Also our hearing, how very often do we 
abuse that organ by listening with avidity to tales of 
scandal and of ill-nature. And again, the organ of 
speech is often abused also. Speech is given us to 
enable us to communicate our ideas to one another 
in truth and simplicity, but we frequently abuse this 
privilege by perverting the truth, and turning every 
sacred duty into ridicule: and not unfrequently, 
the most enlightened is the most erring ; so has it 
happened with England. Is there a nation in the 
world more enlightened, or is there one where reli^ 
gion is divided and subdivided into a greater 
number of sects? To borrow a phrase from a 
talented clergyman, division is the nation's sin, and 
division is its punishment. 

But to return to Hugh Graham. Fortune, after 
a few succeeding years of unfavourable seasons,, at 
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last, as if weary of trying the patience of Hugh 
Graham, turned in his favour; his asparagus bed 
succeeded even beyond his most sanguine hopes, 
and he sold the produce in early spring at a high 
price, and made a vast deal of money by it, after 
which, every thing he undertook prospered. When 
Hugh was prosperous, he felt gratitude to the Giver, 
and when he suffered loss he did not repine, but was 
perfectly resigned. His language was, *' * The Lord 
giveth, and the Lord taketh away, and blessed be his 
name for ever.' He knows better what is for my 
gogd than I do, therefore, I will follow cheerfully 
wherever he chooseth to lead me : and even in the 
shadow of death I will fear no evil, for there his pro- 
tecting arm shall guide me." 

Thus did Hugh Graham trust implicitly in the 
protection of his heavenly Father ; and he that 
putteth his trust in Him, shall never be disap- 
pointed. In the course of a few years, Hugh Gra- 
ham became one of the wealthiest men of the 
country ; he was respected by the rich, and almost 
adored by the poor, for he ever was found to be the 
poor man's friend. Were the world filled with such 
men as Hugh Graham, there would be no discord, 
no jarring interests. The whole machine of civil 
life (as a talented author, lately deceased, said) 
would work without obstruction or disorder. 
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CHAPTER XLIII. 

Whea danger, woes, or death are nigh. 
Past mercies teach me where to fly ; 
The same Almighty arm shall aid, 
When sickness grieves, or pains invade." 



THE ESCAPE. 

** In our last lesson," said Agnes, ** you saw how 
prosperous and happy Hugh Graham was, because 
he was always content, and trusted implicitly in the 
protection of his Creator. I will now give you 
another lesson to read, which will show you what a 
miraculous escape the crew of a ship had by their 
trust in God. The vessel in question, after passing 
the Canaries in the night, got among breakers, and 
struck with such violence, as to startle every man 
on board ; the vessel drifted, and was thrown upon a 
sandy beach. The natives appeared to pity the crew, 
and made signs to the captain to leave the beacli 
and go with them. He did so, and while the women 
approached him in a friendly manner, he was seized 
by two men, and the women then presented their 
daggers to his throat and breast ; their faces at the 
same time assuming the most horrid and malignant 
expression. An old man laid hold of his hair, 
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and g;ave him to understand there was money 
on board the wreck, which must be delivered to 
them. 

'' The wreck was going rapidly to pieces, and the 
captain made signs to the saTages, that they should 
have the money that was in the wreck. Having re- 
turned to the crew on the beach, they all made up 
their minds that it was better to be swallowed up all 
together, than massacred by the ferocious savages ; 
and, consequently, they got into the long boat, and 
prepared for launching her through the breakers, 
each trembling with apprehension, and expecting 
that the moment of passing the vessel's stern waa to 
be their last. 

" The captain then said, ' Let us pull off our hats, 
my companions in distress.' Every man took off his 
hat, when the captain, with his eyes raised towards 
heaven, exclaimed, * Great Creator and Preserver of 
the Universe, who now seest our distresses ; we pray 
thee to spare our lives, and permit us to pass through 
the overwhelming surf to the open sea ; but if we 
are doomed to perish, Thy will be done I We com- 
mit our souls to the mercy of Thee, our God who 
gave them ! And oh I Universal Father, protect and 
preserve our widows and children.' 

** The wind, as if by divine command, at that very 
moment ceased to blow. They hauled the boat out; 
the dreadful surges that were nearly bursting upon 
them, suddenly subsided, making a path for the boat 
about twenty yards wide, through which they rowed 
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her out as smoothly as if she had been on a river in 
a calm; while on each side of them, and not more 
than ten yards distant, the surf continued to break 
twenty feet high, and with unabated fury. They 
had to row nearly a mile in this manner : all were 
fully conyinced they were saved by the immediate 
interposition of Divine Providence in this particular 
instance, and all joined in returning thanks to the 
Supreme Being for his mercy. In this miserable 
boat, the unfortunate crew resolved to stand oat 
into the wide ocean ; they discovered land on the 
sixth day, where they landed, fell into the hands of 
savage Arabs, but they kept up their spirits, their 
lives had been so wonderfully preserved that they 
never murmured, but trusted in that Providence 
that had shown such miraculous mercy. Their 
hopes were realized, they were all rescued from the 
hands of the Arabs by the British consul of Moga- 
dore." 

'* Is that story really true V* asked one of the 
girls. 

''Certainly, my dear girl, it is quite true, I assure 
you. The story is copied from Mr. Riley's narrative, 
and, therefore, you may depend on it as a fact. 
The hardships he and his crew underwent are 
scarcely to be credited, were we not well assured 
that they really did happen." 

'' But how does any one know that they really 
did happen ?" again asked the girl. 

**I will tell you. — The chief. pf the Arabs who 
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took the crew prisoners, supported them for some 
time, for the sake of the ransom which he expected 
to get for them from the British consul ; he, there- 
fore, caused the captain to write to the consul, and 
the letter was worded as follows — 

*' Myself and crew were shipwrecked, we are in 
captivity, are worn down to the hone by the most 
dreadful sufferings. We implore your pity, and trust 
that such distress will not be suffered to plead in 
vain." 

On the evening of the eighth day after the depar- 
ture of the above letter, an answer came from the 
British consul, with a plentiful supply of provisions 
for the captain and his famished crew, intimating at 
the same time, that he would willingly pay the ran- 
som for the freedom of his Christian brethren. The 
messenger who brought the letter to the captain, 
conducted them to the residence of the worthy 
and excellent British consul, who received the poor 
shipwrecked mariners in the kindest manner, and 
spared no pains nor expense in procuring them 
every comfort. The names of all th6 parties are 
given, and there can be no doubt but that the 
whole account is authentic. But what is most 
worthy of remark in this narrative is, that how- 
ever gloomy, or adverse our circumstances may be, 
we never should despair ; for that God is both able 
and willing to make a way for us to escape if we 
will trust and confide entirely in Him. In all the 
miracles which Christ ever wrought for the .cure 



THE RECLAIMED FAMILY. 161 

of sufiering humanity , be prefaced them all mth, 
''acGordiog to thy faith ^ be it unto thee;" and thus 
shall we ever fare according to the degree of faith 
in us. If we have not faith, God will do nothing 
for us, and if we have faith in his name, all things 
will work together for our good. 

When the girl had finished the above lesson, and 
had closed her book, the bricklayer said to his 
daughter, ** Agnes, my beloved girl, notwithstand- 
ing your most excellent example, you make me a 
very sinful man." 

*' How, my dear father ?" asked Agnes. 

'* Because you have made me a proud man. I 
am prouder of being thy father, my Agnes, than 
if I were to possess the wealth of the Indies !" 

How flattering to Agnes ! and how extremely 
happy she must have been at witnessing the satis- 
faction of her father, and being the prop of his de- 
clining years. Cog Id the disobedient child have 
any idea of the exquisite satisfaction of Agnes' feel- 
ings at that moment, how sadly would he regret his 
wayward conduct, and grieve at not being a par- 
ticipator of similar feelings. 

** We fear," said Jane and Hannah, " that out 
beloved sister fatigues herself too much, and we 
would both most gladly assist her in hearing the 
lessons of some of the younger scholars, if she would 
allow us." 

" Agny," said the bricklayer, " do, my own girl, 

M 
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accept the help of your sisters. You must take 
care of yourself for all our sakes, for you know that 
we should be quite lost without you. — ^You are, my 
Agny, our sheet-anchor; we could not steer our 
frail and rickety barks, were you to leave us, a^d 
therefore, my dear girl, be careful of your health.*' 

'^ You know, my dear father, that the vacation 
will soon begin, when I shall have nothing to do ; 
and then we will take long country walks, and lay 
in a large stock of health.'' 

^* But after the vacation is over, won't you allow 
us to assist you, dearest Agnes ?" asked her sisters. 

''If my school increase:./* replied Agnes, '' after 
the vacation, I shall then avail myself of my willing 
sisters' help. But I am forgetting my present duty : " 
then taking a book, she marked the lessons the 
scholars had to read the following day, and desired 
them to take their books home with them, that th^y 
might look them over. The Storm, The Regimental 
Dog, and the Soldier's Dog, were the three lessons 
which Agnes marked. 
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CHAPTER XLIV, 

*' Oh, mother 1 the tempest yoD oak is uptearing: 
'Tis fearful indeed, thus to wander by night. 
Oh, mother ! you tremble, your looks are despairing ; 
But see, yonder cot will have succour and light." 



THE STORM. 

The most dismal of all those on record, is the 
thirteen drifty days. This extraordinary storm 
occurred in the year 1620 : and the mentioning of 
the thirteen drifty days to an old Scottish shepherd, 
in a stormy winter night, never fails to impress his 
mind with a sort of religious awe, and often sets 
him on his knees before that Being, who alone can 
avert such another calamity. 

It is said, that during thirteen days and nights^ 
the snow drift never once abated ; the ground was 
covered with frozen snow when it commenced, and 
during all that time the cattle had nothing to eat. 
About the ninth and tenth . days, the shepherds 
began to build up large semicircular walls of their 
dead cattle, in order to afford some shelter for the 
remainder of the living ; but they availed very little, 
for hunger caused them to tear one another with 
their teeth. 

M 2 
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The years 1709, and 1772, were likewise notable 
years for severity, and for the losses sustained among 
the flocks of sheep. It is by these years that all 
subsequent hard winters have been measured. There 
is no scene more impressive than that of a family 
sequestered in a lonely glen during the time of a 
winter storm ; and where is the glen in the kingdom 
of Scotland that wants such a habitation ? There 
they are left to the protection of Heaven, and they 
know and feel it. Throughout all the wild vicissi- 
tudes of nature, they have no hope of assistance 
from man, but are conversant with the Almighty 
alone. — « 

Before retiring to rest, the Scottisfa shepherd 
goes out to examine the state of the weather, and 
makes his report to his family within— ^nothing is to 
be seen but the conflict of the elements, nor heard 
but the raging of the storm — ^then his family all 
kneel around him, while he recommends them to 
the protection of Heaven ; and though their little 
hymn of praise can scarcely be heard even by them- 
selves, as it mixes with the roar of the tempest, they 
never fail to rise from their devotions with their 
spirits cheered, and their confidence renewed, and 
go to sleep with an exaltation of mind in which 
kings and conquerors have no share. 

The retired and lonely situation of the inhabitants 
of the glens naturally impresses on their minds, that 
all their comforts are entirely in the hand of Him 
who rules the elements, and this feeling contributes 
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not a little to that firm spirit of devotion for which 
the Scottish shepherds are so distinguished. 



CHAPTER XLV. 

" I am bis Highness^ dog at Kew, 
Pmj, tell me, Sir, whose dog are yow. t*' 



THE REGIMENTAL DOG. 

" To prove to you," said Agnes, " the force of 
education, even on the brute creation, I will relate 
a story to you about that faithful animal, the dog, 
which I read lately in the Wars of Europe. 

'< Hector, the name of the dog» was of the New- 
foundland breed ; he could with a stick go through 
his drills as well as many of the soldiers, who had 
been at drill for months. He was a great favourite 
both with officers and men, although he sometimes 
did naughty tricks, for which he generally, by the 
sentence of a duly organized court martial (for no 
one individual dared strike him) received the just 
reward of his crimes, being subject to martial law, 
the same as the men. He was never absent from 
parade — took his place in the file, behind the cen- 
tre ; but if the commanding officer walked down the 
ranks, for the purpose of looking at the men, Hector 
was sure to accompany him, stopped when he stopped, 
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and moved on when he did. He sometimes mounted 
guard y and stood sentry too, and never was found 
asleep on his post. He knew the commanding 
officer as well as any man in the regiment, and 
made his obedience to him whenever he met him, 
by standing on his hind legs and saluting him with 
the right paw. His salute to the subordinate offi- 
cers, was raising the right foot from the ground, 
and then passing on. Hector was in no particular 
mess, but every body's mess: was sure to be in at- 
tendance at the division of the meat, and, to prevent 
tricks, was not unfrequently called upon to call the 
messes, which was done thus : — a man turned his 
back towards the table, on which was the meat cut 
up in messes, on which his formed one ; he pointed 
them out by a man calling out — * who shall have 
this V meaning the one Hector pointed to with his 
paw. When his own was named, he took it on one 
side, but did not attempt to touch it until he had 
finished his job. He was one day caught in the'act 
of thieving some bread from the knapsack of one 
of the men, when he was tried, condemned, and 
flogged, and never after that was known to thieve. 

*' Hector was generally esteemed amongst his 
own species; he settled their little snarlings and 
bickerings, by licking them all round. He generally 
slept in one of the Serjeant's rooms, but he more 
especially attached himself to a soldier of the name 
of Story, whose dinner he often carried to him when 
on guard. 
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CHAPTER XLVI. 

** Yet, Edwin ! constant by thy side 
Thy faithful dog he did remain ; 
The frowns of fortune will abide. 
To sooth his master's couch of pain." 



THE soldier's DOG. 



'* I WILL now/' said AgDes, ** tell you of another 
dog, which I read also in the wars of Europe, whose 
faithful attachment to his master, the hardships he 
met with, and the difficulties he surmounted, might 
put many a man and woman to shame* 

'* A soldier in the Italian regiment of the guards 
had, when at Milan, a dog that was much attached to 
him, following him to all his various military duties, 
and inyariably mounting guard with him, and shar- 
ing his sentry-box whenever he stood sentry at the 
gate of the vice-regal palace. In 1812, at the time 
of the disastrous Russian campaign, among the 
numerous regiments composing the fine Italian 
army that marched with the viceroy of Italy, Eugene 
Beauharnais, went the Veliti, and with them the 
master of the dog. Tofino, who was already well- 
known to the soilders, marched after his master, 
and crossed the Alps, and traversing a great portion 
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deed to ail those who are careless and lukewarm 
about it." 

At the pennasioii of the youth, the old man at- 
tempted the ascent of the mountain, and was fol- 
lowed with alacrity by his grandson, and as they 
went on, they found at each step that the ascent 
became more easy, the country more beautiful, and 
the treasures of the place more precious. Old 
Holland became one of the happiest of mortals ; 
and when he looked back upon the time when he 
lay in the mud at the foot of the mountain, he won- 
dered how he could have been so silly as to let the 
loss of his garden's crop annoy him ; or how he was 
so blind as not to seek sooner the treasures of the 
Diamond Mountain. 

'< And did the old man and his grandson find 
very rich treasures on the mountain?" asked Ann. 

'^ Yes, my dear, they found there what made 
them rich and happy for ever." 

" Did they reach to the top of the mountain ?" 

" They did." 

'' And did you hear, mistress, what sort of a place 
it is ?" 

'' Yes, my dear ; it is a fine city with high wails, 
and twelve gates, and at the gates are stationed 
twelve sentries. And the walls of the city have 
twelve foundations, garnished with all manner of 
precious stones. The g^tes of the city are of pearl, 
and the streets of pure gold ; and round about the 
king's throne are four-and-twenty seats, and upon the 
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seats fonr-and-twenty elders, clothed in white rai- 
ment, with crowns of gold upon their heads." 

** What a beautiful city it must be ! Oh ! how I 
should like to see it !" 

'^ But would you not rather wish to live in it?" 

*' Yes, that I should ; but you know, mistress, 
that it would be impossible for a poor girl like me 
to live in so fine a place, where the inhabitants are 
so grand as to wear crowns of gold." 

" Let not that discourage you, my dear girl, for 
know that all the inhabitants of that fine city were 
once as poor as you are. The king of the country 
presented them with crowns on their arrival in the 
city ; and he will make you a present of a golden 
crown also when you enter into his kingdom." 

'< O do you think so, I am so happy !" cried 
Ann. 

Here all Agnes's scholars flocked around her, 
each asking her the road to that fine city, and what 
they were to do to get there. 

'' The road, my dear children," said Agnes, '* is 
very easily found, and with regard to what you must 
do to get there, you have only to follow the direc- 
tions of the king of the country." 

** And do you know, mistress, what those directions 
are ?" 

" Yes, my dear, you are to love your king with 
all your heart, with all your strength, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind : and you are to love 
your neighbour also." 
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'' And is that atl the kiog requires of us ? and 
does he give us bo many good things for so light a 
service V 

" Yes," replied Agnes, " these are all ; for if you 
attend to these two directions, at] other duties will 
follow of course." 

*' It is very easy," said Ann, " to love so good 
and so kind a king, and as for loving my neighbour, 
I do that already, for I love e^ery one that I am ac- 
quainted with." 

** Continue, my dear girl, to do so, and it will 
make you very happy while you continue with us 
here, and you will be more happy when you leave 
this ; and go to live in the grand city." 

All Agnes' scholars were so much in love with the 
description of the city of the Diamond Mountain, 
and the happiness and splendour of its inhabitants, 
that it became their chief object to please their great 
and good king ; and from that moment, every thing 
prospered with them, so that in the case of Agnes's 
youthful scholars, the Scriptures were completely 
yeri6ed, which declare *' that every thing shall 
work together for good to those who love the king 
of heaven." 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 

** Light o'er the morning paths of yoath he goes ; 
A thousand charms those early scenes disclose ; 
From ev'ry opening flower and airy wing 
Fresh fragrance rises, and fresh pleasures spring. 
No boding ills his smiling prospects blight ; 
His way is lovely and his toil is light : 
But as the hours advance, his heart recoils : 
He seeks some soothing rest to mitigate his toils. 



THE YOUNG HEIR. 

George Davies, on the demise of his father, found 
himself in possession of a clear income of ten thou- 
sand a -year. His father had been a violin maker, 
and in that line had saved a fortune to make his 
son a gentleman. The old father was not long dead, 
when the son took a house at the West End, and 
funiished it in the most expensive manner. His 
establishment was most brilliant ; he gave the finest 
parties of any in town, and had always the best 
company at them. But though the first people of 
the kingdom were to be met with at George Davies' 
parties, George Davis was never asked to theirs; 
a circumstance which for some time puzzled the 
young heir not a little. He continued, however, his 
expensive parties until his fortune was nearly spent, 
when he found it requisite to change his mode 

N 
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of living. He let his house, and set out upon his 
travels. Having crossed over to the continent, he 
resolved to travel on foot through Germany and 
Italy, and for some time proceeded on his journey 
prosperously. He came at length to a place where 
two roads met, and was bewildered which to take, 
but as he had no object in view except amusement, 
he thought it of little consequence which he took. 
While he was debating with himself which way to 
go, all at once the road to the left became thronged 
with gay chariots, horsemen, and people, all laugh- 
ing and making merry with one another. On each 
side of the road were trees loaded with fruit, which 
every traveller partook of freely. The young heir 
found the fruit most delicious, but after eating it he 
invariably found himself ill. He proceeded on the 
road, which became broader and more crowded the 
further he went ; the sky lost its clearness, and be* 
came cloudy and gloomy ; the fruit became less plen- 
tiful, and the people on the road less gay. At 
length the road terminated ; there was no way of 
proceeding except by crossing in a boat a deep and 
rapid river, the water of which was muddy and as 
black as soot, and he heard the inhabitants of the 
country on the other side making dreadful lamen- 
tations and bowlings, as if in great pain, and they 
accused one another as the cause of their pain, 
by showing them the road to that dreadful place . 
The young heir tried to get a peep of the inhabi- 
tants, but the smoke that arose from the place was 
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SO thick and dense, that he could see nothing else, 
and the effluvia which proceeded from it was so dis- 
agreeable and offensive that it made him quite sick. 
He stood on the bank of the river for some time, 
in deep repentance that he had gone so far. Upon 
looking back on the road, he saw at a^ great dis- 
tance a clear and bright speck in the sky, and he 
thought that if he could get out of the gloomy and 
pestilential atmosphere which surrounded him, and 
return to a clear sky, he should then be happy. 
He immediately began to retrace his steps, but the 
road was no longer the same ; the fruit-trees were 
changed to briars, which tore his flesh at every step, 
and the only fruit he could see were sloes as sour as 
vinegar. 

By unwearied perseverance the young heir suc- 
ceeded in regaining the place he had started from. 
He sat down on a stone to contemplate the road 
which led to the right ; it was narrow, and by no 
means inviting; the only people that were to be 
seen on it were a few grave looking matrons. As 
he proceeded, however, the road became smoother, 
and at each step the sky grew brighter and brighter, 
until at last he was surrounded with light more 
dazzling than that of the sun ; and the shrubs and 
flowers perfumed the air with their fragrance. The 
fruit he gathered was most delicious, and had quite 
a different effect from that which he had eaten on 
the other road ; instead of making him sick as it 
had done, he always felt lighter and better after 

n2 
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eatiug it, and every one on the road were friendly 
with him, and appeared to be as happy as himself : 
in short, the road that George Davis got into was 
so delightful, that he could have wished to sojourn 
in it for ever. George Davies went on his way 
however without stopping; his guides and fellow 
travellers assured him that the country they were 
journeying to was the most delightful place possi- 
ble : he was determined, therefore, that nothing on 
the way to it should detain him a single moment. 
And indeed the way became so beautiful at every 
step he went, that those who travelled that way had 
every inducement to press forward. After a very 
long but most delightful journey, George Davies 
arrived on the banks of a river, the waters of which 
were as clear as crystal ; and instead of the gruff, 
surly ferry-man, innumerable lovely beings hovered 
around to waft the travellers to the other side. The 
view he had of the other side of the water appeared 
most beautiful. The Diamond Mountain was on 
the bank of the clear stream, on the top of the 
mountain stood the great city which all the kings of 
the earth traded with, and brought their glory into 
it. The streets of the city were crowded with people, 
all young and very lovely, clothed in white robes, 
with crowns of gold upon their heads, and they 
seemed all so happy and friendly with one another, 
that the young heir quite longed to cross the river 
to join the joyous throng. There appeared to be 
no poor people in the city, all were clothed nearly 
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alike; the robes of some were somewhat more bright 
than others, but they all appeared to be kings and 
princes. Curiosity prompted the young heir to 
ask one of the guides who hovered on the brink of 
the river, how it happened there were no poor in the 
Great City ? 

** It is because virtue levels all distinctions/' re- 
plied the guide. 

" Who does the menial work of the city, if all 
are equal ?*' again asked the young heir. 

" In that great city to which you are travelling, 
its happy inhabitants do not live by the sweat of 
their brow ; the king of the country has given them 
every tree of the garden for food." 

'' If its inhabitants be entirely exempt from la- 
bour, how do they pass their time ?" 

" Not in idleness," replied the guide, ** but their 
occupation is not labour; they are all musicians, 
and their strains of melodious harmony are pleasing 
to the king of the country." 

" What a great king he must be to keep so many 
musicians, and how kind he must be to them all, 
for they all appear so happy." 

<' He is indeed a very great king. Before him shall 
all the kings of the earth fall down, saying — 

'* Oh ! come, loud anthems let us sing. 
Loud thanks to our Almighty king; 
For we our voices high should raise. 
When our salvation's rock we praise. 
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To Father, Sod, and Holy Ghost, 

The God whom earth and heav'n adore. 

Be glory as it was of old. 

Is now, and shall be evermore !" 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

" Thou my deliverer art, my God, 
My trust is in thy mighty power ; 
Thou art my shield from foes abroad, 
At home my safeguard, and my tower. 



THE SNUFF BOX. 

A FEW days before A^es gave her scholars the va- 
cation, she said to them, *< Next Monday week your 
holidays will begin, and I shall not see you here 
for a whole fortnight. But remember, my dear 
girls, though I shall not see you, another eye will 
be upon you, that will see all your actions, and 
discover your very thoughts.'' 

^* We know that, mistress, and we will try to 
behave ourselves properly, and do nothing that is 
bad." 

*' You must not only seek to do nothing bad, but 
you must think nothing bad. Be careful of your 
thoughts even more than of your actions; for if 
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ycHir thoughts be pure and holy, so will be your 
actions. You all know, I am sure, that you are 
accountable for your thoughts as well as for your 
deeds at the great tribunal. Seek earnestly then 
to purify them, and to bring them into subjection 
to the will of your Creator. Seek to make God 
your friend^ and he will protect you from every bad 
thought ; for he gives his angels special charge over 
his loving children to protect them from harm. I 
will now tell you what happened to Mrs. Flemming, 
the very good and charitable lady, who lives at 
Kensington. This lady is very rich, very old, and 
does a vast deal of good ; she seeks to do good to 
all the world. She loves God ; and she loves her 
neighbour also. In order to have money always 
ready to give to the deserving poor, she keeps a 
good deal of ready cash in her house, locked up in 
a box in her bed-room, the door of which she takes 
care to lock and bolt when she goes to bed, to pre- 
vent any one entering in the night to rob her* This 
lady keeps only two servants, a man and a maid, 
for though she is very rich, she does not spend much 
upon herself; she prefers doing good with her money 
rather than spend it on useless and silly vanity. 
The servants both slept in the garret, and at some 
distance from their mistress's apartment. She is in 
the habit of going early to bed, but having dined 
with a friend one day, she did not return home until 
eleven o'clock, (a late hour for Mrs, Flemming) 
and as it was past her usual hour of going to bed, 
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she found, after lying down, that she could not 
sleep, though she closed her eyes and tried to do so. 
She arose, and groping about in the dark for a box 
of lucifers to light her candle with, she took hold of 
a box of snuff instead of lucifers, and on discovering 
her mistake, she put it down on a table at her bed 
side, again began to grope about in search of the 
lucifers, and in doing so, upset the box of snufF 
which set her to sneeze most violently, and at the 
same moment she heard a loud sneezing under her 
bed. 

'' ' It must be a cat,' said Mrs. Flemming to her- 
self, ' I must therefore have a light to turn it out.' 
The sneezing continued for some time, and a com- 
plete concert was kept up between Mrs. Flemming 
and the cat. At length she found her lucifers, 
lighted her candle, and looked under her bed for 
the cat, but instead of a cat, she found a little boy 
about twelve or thirteen years of age. On being 
discovered, he tried to make his escape, but Mrs. 
Flemming rang her bell violently for her maid, and 
held the boy until she came. It then appeared by 
the boy's confession, that he was training to be a 
thief. He had entered the house in the evening by 
an open window, was to have opened the door for 
the thieves to enter when Mrs. Flemming slept, but 
the providential upsetting of the snuff box frustrated 
the stratagem of the thieves. They were all taken 
up the following day, tried at the Old Bailey, and 
all transported except the little boy, who was par- 
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doned on account of his youth. You see then, my 
girls/' continued Agnes, '* that^ 

** The hosts of God eDcamp around 
The dwellings of the just. 
Deliverance he affords to all 
Who on his succour trust. 

O make but trial of his love, 
Experience will decide ; 
How blest are they, and only they, 
Who in his truth confide. 

Fear him, ye saints, and you will then 
Have nothing else to fear ; 
Make you his service your delight. 
Your wants shall be his care.'* 

*' I do Jove poetry so much," said Ann, " I wish 
ma'am you would repeat to us the pretty lines on 
happiness, which you read to us the other day." 

*' I cannot repeat them, my dear, but you shall 
have them to read." 

" Who are they written by ?" 

" They are written by Parnell, one of our British 
poets. And here is the book ; so read it aloud to 
your companions.'' Ann took the book and read as 
follows : — 

THE WAY TO HAPPINESS. 

How long, ye miserable blind. 
Shall idle dreams engage your mind 1 
How long the passions make their flight 
At empty shadows of delight 1 
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No more in paths of error stray, 

The Lord thy Jesus is the way. 

The spring of happiness, and where 

Should men seek happiness but there ! 

Then run to meet him at your need, 

Run with boldness, run with speed, 

For he forsook bis own abode 

To meet thee more than half the road. 

He laid aside his radiant crown, 

And loTe for mankind brought him down 

To thirst and hunger, pain and woe, 

To wounds, to death itself below ; 

And he, that suflTer'd these alone 

For all the world, despises none. 

To bid the soul, that's sick, be clean, 

To bring the lost to life again ; 

To comfort those that grieve for ill. 

Is his peculiar goodness still. 

And, as the thoughts of parents run 

Upon a dear and only son. 

So kind a love his mercies show. 

So kind and more extremely so. 

Thrice happy men ! (or find a phrase 

That speaks your bliss with greater praise) 

Who most obedient to thy call, 

Leaving pleasure, leaving all. 

With heart, with soul, with strength incline, 

O sweetest Jesus 1 to be thine : 

Who know thy will, observe thy ways. 

And in thy service spend their days : 

Ev'n death, that seems to set them free. 

But brings them closer still to thee. 
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CHAPTER L. 

" With harps of gold, with boughs of ever-green, 
With robes of white, the pious tlirongs are seen ; 
Exalted anthems all their hours employ. 
And all is music, and excess of joy." 



THE VACATION. 

** My dear girls," said Agnes to her youthful scholars, 
'* as Easter is come, I will now give you a few holi- 
days, in honour of this great and blessed festival ; 
and I hope you will all keep this feast with grati- 
tude, sincerity, and truth : giving glory to your 
High Priest, who ever liveth to make intercession 
for you, and for all mankind. Watch over your- 
selves and be sober." 

'' Sober I indeed, mistress we are all sober girls : 
none of us were ever drunk, I am very sure." 

*^ The word sober, dear girls, means more things 
than one. A person may drink nothing but water 
and yet not be sober. A man, who is either mad, 
immoderate in his desires, violent in his passions, 
inveterate in his enmities, or, in short, carries any 
passion to excess, cannot be called sober. Sober 
means, to be calm, serious, solemn, grave, orderly, 
regular, and temperate, in all things. Sobriety con- 
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sists in thought as well as in deed ; and the best 
school for its acquirement is, the habitual wish of 
seeking to please God in all we do." 

''But mistress, we cannot be always praying," 
said one of the girls. 

'* That is not required of us, my dear. The 
Holy Scriptures do not desire us to neglect our 
worldly concerns ; on the contrary, we are expressly 
told to perform the duties of our several stations 
and callings with alacrity, to be diligent in business, 
and to provide things honest in the sight of all 
men. As a late talented author said, ' No calling 
is proscribed, no pursuit forbidden, no science, or 
art, no pleasure is disallowed ; which is innocent, 
and reconcileable with the principles of Christianity/ 
Christianity demands of us moderation in temporal 
pursuits and enjoyments, meekness, humility, resig- 
nation to the will of God, and patience under all 
the dispensations of his providence, benevolence, 
charity, liberality, and universal love to mankind. 
The affluent, Christianity teaches to be liberal, meek, 
beneficent, affable; and it instructs the lower 
classes to be patient, diligent, hun^ble, and con- 
tented ; that it is their part to bear life's inconveni- 
ences; that the present state of things is very 
short ; that the objects for which worldly men con- 
tend are not worth the contest ; that the peace of 
mind which religion gives, affords more true satis- 
faction than all the expensive pleasures of the rich. 
Also, the poor ought to consider, that if their supe- 
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riors enjoy more abundant comforts, they are like- 
wise exposed to many temptations, from which the 
inferior classes are exempted ; that, having food 
and raiment they should be content : lastly, that all 
human distinctions will soon be done away, and the 
true followers of Christ will all, as children of the 
same Father, be alike admitted to the possession of 
the same heavenly inheritance. 

" Were the true spirit of Christianity acted upon, 
this world would be changed into a perfect paradise. 
It would teach the poor man to be contented with 
the station in which it was his lot to be placed ; the 
rich to consider the wants of the poor, and to re- 
lieve them ; the contentious man, to be at peace 
with his neighbour; the selfish man to be liberal; 
the spendthrift to be careful ; the drunkard to be 
sober; the glutton, to be moderate; the proud, to 
be meek ; the humble, to have confidence ; and the 
politician to seek his country's happiness, rather than 
its aggrandizement. Such would be the happy state 
of a truly Christian nation. 

•* Besides your regular morning and evening 
prayers," said Agnes, " let me advise you, dear girls, 
not to neglect going to church every service day, 
during the ensuing week. And when you approach 
God in prayer, pray to be heard for Christ's sake. 

" The privilege of prayer was purchased for us at 
the costly price of the blood of Jesus Christ ; and 
therefore we may easily imagine what a great ad- 
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vantage it must be to have liberty of access unto 
God, which was thus obtained. Souls now in ruin 
are not privileged to pray. The fallen angels can- 
not pray, they have no way of access to God. Jesus 
took not on him the nature of angels. Shall we 
then slight or neglect the distinguishing privilege 
which Christ our Saviour has obtained for us by the 
sacrifice of his own life ? 

" I know that some of you say, I am too wicked 
to pray. But, the more wicked you are, the more 
need you have to pray. Your neglect of prayer is 
perhaps the very cause of your wickedness. Begin 
to pray, and God will give you the grace to mend. 
It is our duty to pray, and to pray for a new heart. 
I believe, I have often told you that God has ap- 
pointed prayer as the means of obtaining good and 
averting evil. If we neglect the means which he has 
directed us to use, we have no reason to expect the 
blessing which we desire : but ifwe use the means, it 
is a good sign that we are likely to obtain our desire. 
Jesus Christ himself prayed, and commanded us to 
pray ; he left us therefore an example, and we niust 
follow his steps. 

** Remember, my dear girls, that life is short even 
to the longest liver, that the night cometh wherein 
no man can work. Work then, while it is day : 
you have no other time but the present, to prepare 
for another life. This world is the only state of 
probation granted unto man. Let us use this world 
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then without abusing it, and we may all hope for a 
happy end. 

** The virtues most strongly and repeatedly en- 
joined in Scripture are the fear and love of God and 
of Christ ; love, kindness, and meekness towards our 
fellow-creatures. Thus we see how essentially the 
Christian graces as respects the Divine Being are 
connected with those which have for their objects our 
fellow-creatures and ourselves. 

*< The first commandment says, Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind. This is the first 
commandment; and the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself ; on 
these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. See then how very solicitous God is 
concerning the welfare and happiness of his crea- 
tures, by commanding us, next to loving himself, to 
love one another." 
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CHAPTER LI. 

*' How happy is the farmer's lot ! 
No jarring discords he doth plot ; 
Sobriety in bis home doth reign. 
And frugal plenty is his gain." 



THE PROSPEROUS FARMER. 

While Agnes is unoccupied during her vacation, 
we will take a peep at her brother Willy, the young 
farmer, and see how he is getting on in his agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

Willy had been taught so well by his orderly 
sister Agnes, to do every thing in its own proper 
time, and to put every thing in its own proper 
place, that he could get through a great deal of 
work quickly, and without much trouble. He had 
a set time for every thing, so that one thing never 
interfered with another. Without order in a house, 
nothing can be done either well or with ease. 

Willy had made himself so useful to his master, 
that after he had served his apprenticeship the far- 
mer was unwilling to part with him ; he, therefore, 
gave him up a part of his farm at the same price 
which he paid for it himself, in order to keep Willy 
near him. A compact field of six acres, was all 
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the land which Willy Smith began the world, with. 
And he had neither plongh, harrow, nor horse to 
cultivate it with. It is true, his kind master offered 
him a loan of whatever he required, but Willy with 
many thanks declined the offer, intending to try 
a new method of cultivation. 

" Six acres," said Willy to himself, " will give me 
no occupation, and the profits will be so trifling, that 
after paying the rent of the ground, I shall have 
very little over either to benefit myself or others ; 
I must, therefore, make up in industry what I want 
in land." Accordingly, Willy bought a spade, and 
set to work upon his six acres, and with his own 
hand dug every foot of it, and sowed it with the 
best wheat. When the harvest came, Willy's field 
of wheat was the curiosity of the whole county, and 
its value was calculated to be equal to twenty acres 
of any wheat-field in the county. Its extraordi- 
nary productiveness was owing to the spade culti- 
vation. The following year, Willy took a farm of a 
hundred acres, on which was a neat cottage, and 
his sister Jane went to be his housekeeper. While 
Willy attended to the concerns of the field, his sister 
superintended the affairs of the house, managed the 
poultry yard, weeded the garden, gathered its fruits, 
sent them into market, and turned them into money ; 
in short, no one ate the bread of idleness at Active 
Cottage, (the name of Willy's farm-house). A hun- 
dred acres were too much to cultivate by spade, but 
as much as he and an active assistant could do in 
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that way was done. Another source of gain ac- 
crued to Willy, by enclosing his fields with a fence 
of gooseberry -bushes instead of hawthorn. The 
quantities of green gooseberries he sent to the mar- 
ket and sold for tarts to the pastry-cooks, brought 
him in no inconsiderable addition to his income. 
Willy's friends laughed at him for his hedge-row of 
g^seberry-bushes, and tried to persuade him to 
substitute hawthorn, saying — 

** You will be no gainer by the fruit of your hedge* 
rows, for the children and passengers will gather the 
produce." 

"And let them," cried Willy; <<will that make 
me the poorer ? Would you begrudge a traveller a 
few haws from your hedge-rows ? Then why should 
I a few gooseberries from mine ?" 

Willy planted also in his hedge-rows apple and 
cherry trees, and when they were old enough to 
bear, how often did the weary and thirsty traveller 
quench his thirst with the rosy fruit ; and many a 
petition at the hour of prayer was put up for a 
blessing on the liberal farmer. So, like Joseph of 
old, every thing prospered in his hands; and like 
him also, he shared his good fortune with his 
brethren ; for all men, the farmer Willy looked upon 
as brothers. 

One evening when he and his assistant were de- 
tained in the village, where they had gone to dis- 
pose of some grain, longer than usual, his sister 
Jane sat at an open window watching their return 
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until a late hour. The sun had long set in the west, 
and the moon, and each little twinkling star began 
to give light upon the earth, when all at once she 
was startled by a large dog, covered with a long 
whitish shaggy hide, leaping in at the open window 
and crouching at her feet. When she had recovered 
from the surprise which the sudden and novel en- 
trance of the dog had caused her, she closed the 
window and the shutters, and returned to caress the 
canine stranger. Alone in a house, and that house 
in a lonely situation, even a bird, or a cat, any 
living thing would be a sort of companion ; but, 
a large and powerful dog, that tried and faithful 
friend of man, was looked upon by Willy's youthful 
housekeeper as a sort of God-send. She went to the 
kitchen, cut up some cold meat and gave the dog 
to eat, and then gave it water. When it had ate 
and drunk enough it returned with her to the par- 
lour, and she had not been long there, when a 
most tremendous crash was heard at the window, 
and presently after the window shutter was burst in, 
and a man with his face blackened sprung into the 
apartment and laid hold of the trembling girl, but 
was instantly seized by the powerful dog, which 
forced the villain to relinquish his hold, and beg for 
life, by requesting Jane to call off the dog. 

" On one condition only," said Jane ; " that you 
submit to have your hands tied." 

To which the wretch submitted, rather than be 
worried by the dog. She had scarcely secured the 

o2 
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hands of the villain, when her brother and his man 
arrived from the village. Her timely protector, the 
faithful dog, left Active Cottage the following morn- 
ing ; but she soon after discovered that he belonged 
to a stranger who had been taken ill on the road, 
and the dog having strayed, was in quest of his 
keeper, when he entered so timely to save* Jane* 
Thus, we see that — 

<*The mount of danger is the place 
Where man shall see surprising grace ; 
Then never let the good despair, 
For he will meet with succour there." 



CHAPTER UI. 

'' All things conspire to favour most. 
Those, who in God do place their trust. 



THE SICK TRAVELLER. 

After receiving so signal a service from the dog, it 
may be naturally supposed that Willy and bis sister 
were not long without so useful a domestic. A fei^ 
days after Jane's memorable rescue from the hands 
of the house-breaker, Willy and his sister looked 
out for a faithful dog, and they were not long in 
meeting with the object of their search. 
As Jane was walking one day on the road outside 
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one of her brother's fiel4s, she saw a little boy 
playing with the very identical dog at the entrance 
of a straw hut erected on the road-side. Imagining 
the boy and dog to belong to some shepherd^ she 
addressed the former^ when she learnt that he and 
his mother had been visiting some friend, and on 
their way back to their home, the latter had been 
taken so ill that she was not able'to proceed further, 
and that the country people had made that straw 
hut for her to lie in. 

''And is your mother lying in that miserable 
place V asked Jane. 

The boy answered in the affirmative. 

''Would none of the people in these cottages 
take you and your mother in V* again asked Jane. 

" No," said the boy, " they are afraid of mother's 
fever." 

" Your mother has a fever then, and are you not 
afraid of getting it too V 

" No, I am not afraid, I. love mother !" 

" I find it is so in all cases," said Jane to herself. 
"True love casteth out fear." Jane, like her 
brother Willy, and worthy sister Agnes, was a lover 
of the whole human race, and therefore did not fear 
contagion from any one of them, knowing that, " in 
the midst of death, there is life ;" and that though 
she might walk in the valley and shadow of death, 
even there the arm of the Lord would protect her, 

Jane therefore entered the hut. An emaciated 
being between thirty and forty apparently, lay upon 
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dtraw in one corner, and a handsome cloth mantle wa^ 
thrown over her by way of a counterpane. The 
contrast between which and the straw that wad 
strewed under the poor creature appeared so incon- 
gruous, that it excited Jane's curiosity to know 
something of her history. But the invalid was too 
ill to be able to give any account of herself, and her 
little boy was too young to do it. 

It occurred to Jane that the woman might be a 
thief, and had stolen the mantle. Be that as it 
may, whispered Jane's better feelings, she is a 
human being in distress, and must be taken care of. 

Jane quitted the hut, and went to consult with 
her brother what was best to do to succour the sick 
woman. Willy, ever alive to the humane feelings, 
placed a mattress upon a hand-barrow, and with the 
assistance of Jane and his man Ned, put the poot 
woman upon it, and had her conveyed to a comfort- 
able room in his own cottage, where she lay for 
better than ten days : every instant they expected to 
see her breathe her last. At the end of ten days she 
rallied, and the doctor whom Willy had called in 
to 'prescribe for her, had hopes of her recovery ; 
but the improvement in her health was only tempo^ 
rary, a lull before the storm ; a reprieve granted her 
for the sake of her orphan boy. Two days before 
her death she was so well as to be able to sit ap 
in her bed, when she told her kind host and hostess 
that her name was Ellsmore ; that she had beeli a 
widow nearly five years, and was returning from visit* 
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ing a relation of her late husband, when she was 
seized with the malady which she felt would carry 
her to her grave; a circumstance she regretted 
solely on account of her little boy. ** Alas !" con- 
tinued Mrs; Ellsmore, ^ who will take care of my 
poor little boy when I am gone V 

** Fear not," replied Willy, •* you are much better, 
and I trust will live long to be yourself his pro- 
tector." 

'^ Though I may appear better, I feel plainly 
that the hand of death is upon me. Your great and 
transcendant humanity so eminently exercised in 
behalf of a helpless stranger, has given me the 
highest opinion of your integrity, and the goodness 
of your heart. My son will not be a beggar when 
I am gone ; he will have wherewith to be comfortable; 
but as I have no relative to whose care I can trust my 
darling boy, were you and your amiable sister to 
take the charge of my Davy, I think I should die 
happy." 

" If any promise of mine/' replied Willy, " can 
possibly relieve your anxiety for your son, be as- 
sured I will most faithfully execute whatever may be 
in my power to do for his future interest." 

** Now I am happy indeed," cried the sick Mrs. 
Ellsmore, handing from the bed a sealed packet, 
/' These papers will acquaint you with the circum- 
stances of my son." 

Two days after the above conversation had passed, 
Mrs. Ellsmore breathed her last^ and her remains 
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were interred a few days after in the village ch arch- 
yard near to Willy's residence. The sealed packet 
was opened in the presence of the clergyman of the 
parish, and the doctor, when it was found that little 
Davy Ellsmore was entitled to the interest of a 
thousand pounds lodged in the funds at four per 
cent. A long dissertation took place between the 
three concerning what was best to do with Davy. 
Willy, feeling that the chief responsibility rested 
upon him, proposed to place him with his sister 
Agnes until he should be eight years of age, when it 
would then be time to remove him to a boy's school. 
" My object," continued Willy, " in placing the 
little orphan with my sister is, that his mind may 
early be turned on the side of virtue. Early im- 
pressions being generally the deepest and most 
lasting/' 

The clergyman and doctor approved much of 
Willy's plan, both being of opinion that a solid 
foundation is of more consequence than the super- 
structure. In vain shall we look for the duration of 
a building the* foundation of which is ricketty : for 
he that builds his house upon the sand must expect 
it to be blown down by the breeze. And he that 
looks to making a moral youth, must begin at the 
right end, and first make him a religious youth. 
The fountain must be pure before we can expect that 
the stream can be so. 
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CHAPTER LIII. 



Direct control, suggest this day 

All I design, or do, or say ; 

That all my powers, with all their might. 

May in Thy Glory, Lord, unite!" 



DAVY ELLSMOREy IN CONTINUATION. 

When the vacation was over at Agnes' school the 
little orphan was sent to it. Willy paid her ten 
pounds a-year for the child's board and instruction ; 
four for clothes, books, and stationery ; a balance 
therefore of about twenty-six pounds was carefully 
placed in the funds in Davy EUsmore's name, and 
left to accumulate. Davy remained under the care 
of Agnes until he was nearly nine years of age, and 
she discharged her trust so faithfully, that her les- 
sons of virtue were his guides during the whole 
of his after life. Thus we find that the virtuous 
are led by the hand of Providence, and though 
every thing may sometimes appear dark around 
them, yet the Lord maketh a way to escape. What 
could be more adverse, or disastrous, than that of 
a poor widow with a helpless child being seized with 
fever far from her home, and amongst strangers, who 
left her to lie on the road side ? Yet there she and 
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the child met with friends, such as they might not 
have found in their own country : for Agnes and 
Willy Smith " were people of ten thousand," they 
were singularly amiable : and we will communicate 
to our young readers the whole secret of their being 
so. They loved God with all their hearts, and the 
love they bore him caused them to seek to keep all 
his laws. 

The generality of teachers content themselves 
with inculcating moral precepts to their scholars ; 
but Agnes Smith did more than that for hers ; she 
instilled into the minds' of her scholars religious 
principles. She taught them that the two great 
commandments of the law were, to love the Lord 
our God with all our hearts, with all our mind, 
with all our strength ; and to love our neighbour 
as ourselves. 

Agnes was aware that many young people who 
know their duty, fail in it from want of thought; she 
therefore adopted the plan herself, and recom- 
mended it to all her scholars to do the same, to 
keep a memorandum book and pencil under their 
pillow, and on awaking in the morning to ask them- 
selves, " What duties have I got to perform to- 
day V and to write them all down in their memo- 
randum book. After which, they must next ad- 
dress themselves to the Hearer of prayer, to enable 
them to perform what they have written. For every 
good and perfect gift cometh from above* We can 
do nothing without God's help, but with his help. 
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'^e can do every thing. Man , with the help of God, 
is a most powerful being indeed ! 

When Davy Ellsmore was nearly nine years old 
he was removed to a boys* school. Something 
more was paid for him there than had been paid to 
Agnes ; still, something was saved at the end of the 
year, which by Willy was carefully added to the 
other savings and placed in the funds for the 
benefit of his young charge; so that when Davy 
was old enough to take the management of his 
own concerns, he found his capital considerably 
increased. 

It was always a plan pursued by Agnes to watch 
narrowly the bent of her scholar's dispositions, and 
when she discovered any thing hurtful, to apply a 
remedy. Davy Ellsmore at a very early period 
showed an insatiable thirst after knowledge, but, at 
the same time that he was anxious to learn, he had 
not patience to persevere in the pursuit of those 
acquirements he so anxiously wished to obtain. 
** Knowledge, my dear little boy," said Agnes, 
addressing herself to her impatient scholar, can 
never be acquired but by application; and even 
with application it cannot be acquired all at 
once. A little and a little every day will at the 
end of a year amount to a good deal. No person 
can do any thing all at once ; every thing requires 
time and labour to bring to perfection. None of us 
are born men and women, but little children ; who 
grow a little and a little. every day until they are 
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grown up. So is it with learning ; we leara a little 
and a little every day until we become learned and 
know a great deal." 

*^ Some things happen all at once/' replied Davy, 
'' for people die all at once." Saying so, the tears 
rushed to his eyes, for the poor child thought of his 
mother, and dropped a tear to her memory. 

The humane and feeling Ag^es pressed the child 
to her heart, saying, ** Look upon me as your, second 
mother, my beloved boy, for I shall always love yon 
as my son." But to return to our subject. '^ God, 
my dear Davy, can do every thing all at once, but 
no man can, for the power of man is limited : and 
therefore, my sweet boy, if you wish to know much, 
you must also apply much to study." By thus rea* 
soning with Davy, and treating him as a friend, 
Agnes had the satisfaction in a very short time to 
see him become as patient and studious as she could 
wish. We are convinced, that nine times out of ten, 
it is the teacher, or the parents' fault when children 
act improperly. Though man is a fallen creature, 
still has he enough of his original nobleness of cha- 
racter left, to obey more from love than fear. We, 
therefore, most earnestly recommend it to all tea- 
chers and parents to treat children like thinking and 
reasonable beings ; to treat them m friends ^ not as 
fools. 

There is an old proverb which says, ** Praise a 
thief for his honesty, and you'll make an honest man 
of him/' On the same principle, we would recom- 
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mend children to be treated like wi^ and sensible 
beings, and in time they will become so. 

We can only say that this was Agnes Smith's 
plan of treating her scholars, and it answered her 
fondest expectations; nor did ever a child that was 
brought up at her school turn out ill. 



«« 



CHAPTER LIV. 

To righteous men, the righteous Lord 
His blessing will extend ; 
And with His favour all His saints 
As with a shield defend." 



CONCLUSION OF THE HISTORY OF OAVT ELLSMORE. 

When Davy was about sixteen years of age, he 
chose the army as a profession, and entered as an 
ensign into a marching regiment. The following 
year, he purchased a lieutenancy, and was sent out 
to India. While there, he never failed to write re- 
gularly to Willy and Agnes, and when he was pro- 
moted to a staff situation there, his affection for his 
kind friends seemed to increase. And not in words 
alone did Davy testify his regard for his early 
friends, for every thing valuable that India pro- 
duced, he sent home to them in profusion. The 
old bricklayer's eyes were quite dazzled with the 
many pretty things he saw, and often when he looked 
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at his wife, (who was restored to her right mind, the 
particulars of whose recovery shall appear in the 
following chapter) his happy and prosperous family, 
he exclaimedy ** All this happiness, dearest Agnes, 
I owe to you; for it was you who cured me of 
visiting the ale-house, and who made me in love 
with home." 

^' Say rather father," replied Agnes, ^* that we 
owe our happiness to Mrs, Fry ; for it was she who 
taught me the difference between good and evil, by 
sending me to school, where I was taught to seek 
after the one, and avoid the other/' But to return 
to the subject of this chapter : the young soldier, 
Ellsmore, was so great a favourite with both officers 
and men, that he more than once owed his life to 
the partiality of the latter. 

One day in the thickest of a battle, a private sol- 
dier in Davy's regiment gave him so violent a push, 
that it threw him several feet from the place he had 
been standing. '* I beg your pardon, captain," 
cried the soldier, ** but it was to escape the spent 
ball that was rolling towards you, that I took the 
liberty of pushing you out of its way." 

** And to which good office, my worthy fellow, I 
owe my life," replied the lieutenant. 

On another occasion, when the regiment was be- 
sieging a fortification, and having made a breach in 
the wall, the word went round, ** hands up for the 
forlom*hope." Lieutenant Ellsmore was in the very 
act of raising his hand to volunteer to head the 
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party, when it was seized from behind, and before 
he had time to raise it a second time, another officer 
had volunteered, and in a few minutes after the poor 
fellow lay dead in the breach. This was the second 
time the lieutenant owed his life to the affection of 
his soldiers. Suffice it to say, young Ellsmore bids 
fair to rise to the very top of his profession, he is a 
brave soldier, and a good Christian ; and though 
he has been absent from England several years, 
his affection for his early friends has known no 
diminution. 



CHAPTER LV. 



" Hard were the woes of life to bear, 
Didst Thou not bear and answer prayer ; 
Bat Thou wilt listen from on high, 
And all my inmost wants supply." 



THE FORTUNE-TELLERS. 

We must now return to the period when Jane dis- 
covered the forlorn state of Mrs. Ellsmore on the 
road side. We have already said that her child 
was playing with a dog, when she first saw him, 
which dog was brought to Active Cottage along with 
Mrs, Ellsmore and her son : and when the latter, 
after the demise of his mother, was sent to Agnes's 
school, the dog still remained at the cottage, and 
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was both a companion and a protector to Jane, 
when her brother was abroad. 

One morning, when Willy and his man were in 
the fields, and no one in the cottage but Jane, a 
group of gypsies entered ; one of whom appeared 
more formidable than her companions : she was so 
tall and masculine, that Jane could not help think- 
ing her a man in disguise. The sagacious dog 
seemed to be of the same opinion ; for he fixed his 
eyes on her with a suspicious and minacious look, 
and never quitted Jane's side for one instant all the 
time she and her companions stayed. The weather 
being hot and sultry, they asked for something to 
drink ; Jane set before them some new milk, fresh 
butter, and some home-made bread. When they 
had satisfied themselves with what was set before 
them, one of them said to Jane, *' Good fortune 
fair damsel will attend you.'' 
'* I hope so," said Jane, smiling. 
^* I tell you, damsel, that it will," returned the 
other, '' but give me your hand and I will tell you 
your destiny from the book of fate." 

''I thank you," replied Jane, "but what God 
has concealed, let not man seek to discover." 

" You cannot surely imagine there can be any 
harm in deciphering the lines on your hand." 

" Whether there be or not, is of no consequence 
to me. I am perfectly happy with the present, and 
do not wish to be more wise than I already am 
Our future state is in our own hands, our destiny 
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therefore, will be happy or otherwise, according to 
the use we make of the present." 

** But damsel, by knowing the future, thou wilt 
be able to avoid the ills it may bring with it." 

*' Hast thou thyself escaped the ills of life ? If one 
might judge from appearance, I should be inclined 
to imagine you had not. I cannot therefore have 
much faith in the efficacy of that prescription which 
has failed to cure thyself : consequently, will con- 
tinue to adhere to the sure way of escaping evil, 
and that is, by keeping the commandments." 

Having failed to rob Jane either of her goods and 
chattels, or of her good sense, the gypsies took their 
leave, and went to sell their pretended knowledge 
to those who, like themselves, were foolish and ig- 
norant. 

The next escape which Jane had, was from a 
furious bull, which attacked her when passing 
through a field, and she certainly would have fallen 
a prey to its fury, had not her faithful dog flown at 
the throat of the enraged animal and torn it in such 
a manner, that it fell exhausted with pain and loss 
of blood. 

On another occasion, a deer broke loose from a 
gentleman's park in the neighbourhood of Willy 
Smith's farm-house, made a rush at Jane, who was 
in the little lawn in front of the cottage, and but 
for her dog, would have been killed on the spot. 
In short, Jane had so many narrow escapes while 
she resided with her brother in the country, that no 

p 
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one hearing of them could possibly doubt but that 
the virtuous are the peculiar care of heaven , and 
that God gives his holy angels charge over them to 
protect them from danger. Thus, Jane's humanity 
to the poor deserted traveller Mrs. Ellsmore, did 
not go unrewarded ; the faithful dog more than re- 
paid the favours its late mistress had received from 
Willy and Jane Smith. And no good action ever 
goes unrewarded any more than the good deeds of 
Jane Smith. It is according to the nature of all 
things here, that good will ever produce its con- 
comitant good, and as no good action is ever with- 
out its reward, so, no evil deed escapes punishment ; 
man will always reap according as he sows. 

One morning, as Willy and his sister sat down to 
breakfast, the latter said, ** I haVe been dreaming 
so much about my poor mother, that if you can 
spare time to accompany me to-day, I should like 
to go and inquire how she is.'' 

*^ I will accompany you, if you really wish it, but 
you are always so very melancholy after visiting our 
unhappy mother, that I would rather you did not 
go; I will go alone and bring you word how she is." 

" Thank you, brother, but I would rather accom- 
pany you ; for I have a sort of presentiment that 
we shall find her better." 

^' I fear, then, you will be disappointed, for it is 
seldom that people recover from such a malady as 
hers after being so long ill." 

*' That may be the case when the malady is in 
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the famiiy, but you know it is not so with our 
mother; her disease was brought on solely by drink- 
ing spirits." 

'' True, and how humiliating it is to think that so 
near a relative as a mother should with her own 
hands rob herself of that which alone raises her 
above the cattle of the iield and beasts of prey. It 
is reason alone which raises man above them ; how 
dreadful then, how debasing to our nature, to think 
that any human being should be found so lost to 
common sense, as to forfeit that superiority for the 
sake of a few bottles of gin V 

'< When one comes to think of it, it certainly ap- 
pears incredible. But you know, Willy, our poor 
mother was ignorant, and perhaps did not know she 
did wrong. And who knows but that her punish- 
ment may be her cure. Gold is not purified until it 
passes through the fire, neither has the diamond its 
polish until it is purified from its dross. Man also, 
is often made perfect through suffering. Let us 
hope, then, that our afflicted mother may yet recover, 
and, like the phoenix, rise from her ashes, repent of 
the past, and live to bless us." 

"Heaven grant it!" sighed Willy, "but let me 
advise you, my dear sister, not to be too sanguine, 
lest you should be disappointed. We must con* 
tinue to bear our misfortunes patiently, and to re* 
member that we are often afflicted for our good," 

" True, dear brother, and on that very account 
I hope for a happy termination to our sufferings : 

p2 
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for we have borne them with fortitude, nay, we have 
in some degree (like the royal Psalmist,) rejoiced in 
our affliction ; for, perhaps the malady she has been 
visited with, has been sent to cure her of the horrid 
propensity of dram-drinking ; a propensity ^which 
is calculated to ruin our every comfort here, and to 
debar us from happiness hereafter : for we read in 
the sixth chapter of First Corinthians, that no drunk- 
ards, nor thieves, nor liars, nor any thing that is 
unholy can enter the kingdom of heaven. Our 
taste for heaven and holy things, must be acquired 
here upon earth. We read also in Scripture, that 
' as the tree falieth, there it lieth ; for there is no re- 
pentance in the grave ; therefore, if we die with all 
our imperfections rife about us, they must ever stick 
to us. And these are the enemies that keep us out 
of heaven. God Almighty punishes no man ; it is 
man that punishes himself by not seeking after that 
purity of life which would enable him to be happy 
in the company of Grod and of his holy angels. 
Were it possible for a bad man to be admitted into 
heaven, he could not be happy there, because his 
ideas are too gross to relish holy things. To prove 
this assertion, let us suppose we take half a dozen 
tipsy and noisy mechanics from a gin-shop, or an 
ale-house, and suddenly transplant them to church 
during divine service; we think we may venture to 
say, that every one of the six would feel happier in 
the ale>hou8e than in church. How then could 
people with such feelings be happy in heaven ? 
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Again, let us suppose, that we invite all the first 
people of the kingdom to a great feast ; that they all 
come dressed in their most costly attire, except one, 
or two, who present themselves in nearly a state of 
nature ; let our wish to make those naked wretches 
be ever so great, still we could not possibly admit 
them into the company of well dressed, and well 
bred people ; and even if they were admitted, they 
would not feel at their ease with those who were so 
much their superiors. To gain admittance into 
heaven then, we must all seek to clothe ourselves 
with the Wedding Garment." 



CHAPTER LVI. 

Pray ! for her, BritoDS, for your youthful queen. 

Pray ! for this scion of a royal line, 
Exposed to all which we temptation deem ; 

Implore for Her protection, grace divine. 
A child in years, — oh ! aid her to sustain 

The sceptre's weight, and as this blossom blows, 
Shield her, O God ! from sin, from strife, from pain, 
. Granting long life to England's thomless rose." 



THE CORONATION. 



The day after our young queen was crowned at 
Westminster, Agnes said to her youthful scholars — 
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** Welly young people, did you see the grand pro* 
cession yesterday?" 

** YeSy ma'am, we had a fine view of it, and we 
never before saw any thing so grand in all our lives. 
The queen looked so pretty and so noble, when she 
returned from the Abbey with the crown on her 
head; and the beautiful coach her majesty rode in 
was all over gold, and there were so many fine car^ 
riages, that we thought ourselves for the moment 
enchanted/' 

^' And translated, I suppose, to some fairy land," 
added Agnes. 

^' Yes, indeed, ma'am, we never shall forget the 
fine sight so long as we live ; and the dear sweet 
young queen looked so pleased, and condescend- 
ingly bowed to every one as she passed.'* 

** Yes, 1 understand her majesty is very amiable ; 
her condescension to old Lord Rolle, in stepping 
forward and giving him her hand when he fell, was 
a pretty trait in her majesty's character. And I 
most sincerely hope that her majesty will have the 
strength of mind, and good sense, not to be spoiled 
by adulation : for the greatest person in the state 
should ever be the most condescending. And I 
most sincerely hope, that Queen Victoria, when she 
was anointed queen over the united kingdoms, 
had the good sense to ask what a great king did 
on a similar occasion." 
** Who was he, ma'am, and what did he ask ?" 
** Solomon, my dear girls. And when he was 
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made king of Israel, he wisely asked for wisdom to 
enable him to do what was right. Look into the 
first chapter of the second book of Chronicles, and 
you will find it written-— 

" And Solomon said unto God, Thou hast shewed 
great mercy unto David my father, and hast made 
me to reign in his stead. Now, O Lord God, let 
thy promise unto David my father be established : 
for thou hast made me a king over a people like the 
dust of the earth in multitude. Give me now wis- 
dom and knowledge, that I may go out and come 
in before this people; for who can judge this thy 
people, that is so great ? And God said unto Solo* 
mon, Because this was in thine heart, and thou 
hast not asked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the 
life of thine enemies, neither yet hast asked for long 
life; but hast asked wisdom and knowledge for 
thyself, that thou mayest judge my people, over 
whom 1 have made thee king. Wisdom and know- 
ledge is granted unto thee; and I will give thee 
riches, and wealth, and honour, such as none of the 
kings have had that have been before thee, neither 
shall there any after thee have the like." 

''King Solomon," said the girls, "was well re- 
warded for his wise choice. And I hope Queen 
Victoria made the same request to God that the 
wise Solomon did : and we think she did — for we 
are very sure we shall never again see so grand a 
procession." 

'* Not in your present state of existence, I trust. 
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But in this same world you will all witness a grander, 
and much more imposing sight." 

'< How, ma'am, how can that be ? If we be not in 
existence, how can we witness what passes in this 
world?" 

*' We shall rise again with our present bodies and 
stand upon the earth, when Queen Victoria and 
King Solomon will mingle with the crowd, and do 
homage to the King of Kings. The procession then 
will far surpass the one you witnessed yesterday. In 
it, all the kings of the earth will be collected, and 
all the great men that ever lived. The King of 
Heaven will descend, riding on the clouds, and sur- 
rounded by myriads of his holy angels, when, instead 
of bowing to all his subjects as Queen Victoria did 
yesterday. He will condescendingly place all his 
servants on his right hand, and will most graciously 
speak to every one of them, saying — 

** Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom which was prepared for you." 

'' O, ma'am, will so great a king deign to speak 
to such creatures as we are ?" 

'* Yes, my dear girls, there is no pride in goodness. 
Pride is the child of the evil one." 

''And will that grand and awful scene take place 
in this very same world?" 

'' Yes, my dear girls, in this very same world, and 
perhaps you may then stand on the same spot of 
earth that you now press upon." 

** How awful ?" cried the girls, each regarding the 
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spot of earth they stood upon. ** But we thought, 
ma'am, that this world would be burned?" 

** Yes, but not until after the judgment." 

'' And shall we be all as wide awake as we are 
now?" « 

'' A great deal more so. All our faculties will be 
improved. We shall then see more clearly, feel 
more acutely, and perceive more accurately." 

** How terrified we shall all be to appear before 
so grand an assembly." 

'* If you do what is right, you will have no cause 
to be terrified," replied Agnes. 

" Oh, ma'am," said one of the girls, ** I shall be 
more anxious than ever I was to do what is right. 
The very idea that the King, before whom all the 
kings of the earth throw themselves in the dust, will 
condescend to speak to a creature like me, fills me 
with such joy, that I think I could willingly die 
this very moment to gain his approbation." 

<' Dear girl," said Agnes, pressing the hand of 
her youthful scholar, " I pray God that your pre- 
sent feeling may be arrested in your bosom, and 
that it may produce in you every good work. It 
is a part of your religious duty to obey the Queen. 
She is now the Lord's anointed, and it is written in 
the holy scriptures — * Touch not mine anointed, and 
do my prophets no harm.' Our duty to God, and 
to our fellow man, is very intimately connected. If 
we could be brought to keep this in remembrance, 
fewer broils would take place among mankind." 
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CHAPTER LVII. 

** Lord, hear the voice of my complaint. 
Accept my secret jnayer; 
To Thee aione, my KiDg» roy God, 
Will I for help repair/' 



THE RECOVERY. 

Jane proposed walking to see her mother, but Willy 
thought it better to saddle his strong cart-horse and 
ride there with Jane seated on a pad behind him. 
When they arrived at the place, the bowlings which 
proceeded from the cells of the wretched maniacs 
were dreadful. 

" These bowlings," said Willy, *' are some of the 
effects of frequenting the ale-house." 

'* Horrid !" sighed his sister. 

" I am assured," rejoined the other, " that most 
of the unfortunate beings confined here have brought 
their misfortunes upon themselves by dissipation; 
and that drunkenness is the cause of more madness 
in England than all other causes put together." 

'* Indeed I do believe that the vile ale-houses are 
the destruction of the working classes." 

'< There can be no doubt of it, and I am sorry to 
observe it is an evil that is increasing amongst us. 
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and if some check be not soon put to it, England will 
soon be as celebrated for her immorality, as she has 
hitherto been for her moral feelings." 

Willy, on approaching the door of the mad-house, 
alighted from his horse, helped his sister to dis- 
mount, and they entered the house together. They 
asked to see the matron of the establishment, and 
on her making her appearance, they learnt that a 
change had lately taken place in the malady of their 
mother ; from being very violent she had now be- 
come melancholy. 

** Does she seem to have any recollection of the 
past V* asked Jane. 

** None whatever," replied the matron. 

Willy and his sister were conducted by the matron' 
into their mother's cell, where they found her tear- 
ing her apron into shreds. 

'' I have brought two friends to see you," said the 
matron. 

For some time the poor maniac took no notice of 
her visiters, but continued to tear her apron, and 
when she had torn it all into shreds, she threw it 
from her, and turned to Jane, whom she began to 
pat and stroke gently. 

<< Do you know me V* asked Jane. " I am your 
own child; and here is Willy your son, who is come 
to see you." 

'' And who are you ?" asked the maniac. 

" Oh, mother !" cried Jane, bursting into tears. 
The poor creature looked at Jane for some time, 
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with a fixed and melancholy look, and then said — 
*^ I think I have seen you before ; is your name 
Agnes." 

'* Thank heaven !" cried the matron, ** this is the 
first time your mother ever mentioned the name of 
any of her family; it is a good sign, and I have now 
every hope of her recovery." Sufi&ce it to say, she 
did recover; her dutiful children had the satisfac- 
tion to see reason restored to their afflicted parent. 
It was a most delightful and happy sight to see the 
meeting of all the members of this virtuous family. 
Tears of joy and gratitude were shed by all. 

" Truly," said the bricklayer, " I may indeed say, 
' before I was afflicted I went astray, but since I 
have kept Thy commandments, joy has been my 
portion.' 



9 f* 



THE END. 
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